
Rector’s Reflections… 

Patience in a World of 

Instants 
 
In a society of instant everything; instant coffee, instant 
messages (text messaging), instant mail (Email), instant 
grits (the nerve of them)…we really don’t like to wait.  
I know sometimes when I’m picking my son up from 
classes I might find myself saying, class was over three 
minutes ago, what’s taking him so long?  We are 
indeed a society on the move and we don’t like waiting 
much for anything.  Sadly many also want an instant 
God.  They want to just do enough to think they will 
“get by” with.  There is no time to pray.  There is no 
time worship.  I have too many other things I need to 
do…I don’t have time.  Patience is a virtue many do 
not like to deal with. 
 
I’m reminded of the story of the young mother who 
was in a mall frantically fighting the crowds to get 
some shopping done with her five year old son in tow.  
At the center of the mall was a live nativity scene.  The 
young boy stopped in his tracks to gaze for a moment, 
trying to take in what was happening…saying, look 
mommy, its baby Jesus.  The mom rolled her eyes and 
said come on Billy; I have to finish Christmas 
shopping.  We don’t have time for baby Jesus.  Another 
teachable moment lost in the hustle and bustle of a fast 
paced life. 
 
As Jesus was involved in His ministry here on earth He 
also found himself at a frantic pace as well. As He 
traveled from town to town people would push in on 
Him.  Touch me Jesus!  Pray for me Jesus!  Heal me 
Jesus! And He did.  Many were healed.  Many received 
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new lives that were changed forever.  But Jesus did something 
that was very important as well.  He stopped for a period of 
time…sat down with His Father and He prayed.  There in the 
quiet moment of intercession He received strength.  He 

received encouragement.  And, He 
received what He was to do 

next.  Jesus made the time to spend in prayer. 
 
What Jesus did…and passed on to His disciples…is still passed 
on to us today.  And the lesson is still the same…pray.  Seek 
our living God with all your heart.  Pray that He will use you.  
Pray that other lives will be touched by what He wants to do 
through you.  Pray that your own faith will be increased to 
work out His will for your life. 
 
The other day Debbie shared at our Monday night prayer and 
praise service about something someone shared with her.  The 
advice was to read God’s Word over and over until it explodes 
within you. That is pretty dramatic…but true.  God wants us to 
explode with the love He has for us.   He wants us to explode 
with enthusiasm over our relationship with Him.  And He 
wants us to explode in ministry.  That can only come through 
our relationship with Him and the time we spend with Him. 
 
I pray that in this world of “instants” that the joy of God’s love 
explodes in you this Christmas season.  And as you find 
yourself in the pace of life that the season can bring, and 
indeed all year round, that you do as our Lord did.  Take some 
time with Him.  Take in and marvel at the majesty of who He 
is. 
 
On behalf of Debbie and our children; I want to wish all of you 
a very merry Christmas.  May His joy fill each of you with the 
hope and promise we have in Him. 
 
Blessings to you all, 
Fr. Chuck 

 
 
 
 

.  
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A letter from Evan Simington as he continues to update us  

on his studies and his discernment. 
 
 
Dear Friends and Family, 
 
 Greetings in the name of God our Father and Jesus Christ our Savior.  I am writing to you because 
of the love we share in Christ.  More importantly I am writing to you because of the steadfast love of 
Christ and the hope of future glory which He has for all of us.  As many of you may know over the past 
few years I have been attempting to thoroughly discern my calling to ordination.  Thus far I have success-
fully concluded a formal discernment committee, graduated from Florida State University with a dual de-
gree in Philosophy and Religion, and have even ventured to Uganda, Africa in pursuit of deeper clarity.  I 
would like to announce that as a result of these significant life events, and due to many other revelatory 
experiences, I feel that I have confidently identified my vocational calling as one who is called to the 
priesthood.  Currently, I am working part time at an apartment complex as a porter and I am very active in 
my parish.  During this time I am continuing to discern some more specific personal aspects of my calling; 
such as personality traits and faults, a married or celibate ministry, and  specifically to which priestly min-
istry. 
 
 My main intention for sending you this letter, apart from being informative and a heartfelt prayer 
request, is that I am asking you to join with me as I begin laying the foundation for my future ministry.  
Even more specifically please pray for me as I discern my more personal, and particular, aspects of call-
ing.  Prayer does more for this world than any one of us can know or imagine, and I pray that as you are in 
my prayers so I might also be in yours.  My college and young adults priest, Fr. John Wallace, in Tallahas-
see, has created an intern position by which I can begin to experience the rigors of professional ministry.  
Over the next year Fr. Wallace  and I have designed a program where I will be intimately involved in the 
events of my college group as an intern leader.  I will also be taking some foundational theological courses 
with my Adult Education Priest, Reverend Doctor Micheal Petty.  Apart from all the requirements that 
these ministries, post graduate education, and a part time job will entail I intend to take on the ambitious 
task of keeping a blog that will follow some of the weekly daily office readings.  With this blog I intend to 
share a few thoughts on daily Scripture readings from our Book of Common Prayers, Daily Office.  My 
hope in doing this is that you might be able to keep track of my progress and that hopefully I will be able 
to establish a meaningful and fruitful discipline.  I believe that as Christians we need to be involved in 
reading Scripture daily.  So that with an open heart for the revelation of God we can begin to be trans-
formed from the inside out by the tangible grace of Holy Scripture.  I am very excited about the upcoming 
year and about the prospect of gaining such outstanding education and real world practical experience 
from both Dr. Michael and Fr. John. 
 
 May the Lord who does wonders pour out abundant grace and steadfast love on all of us.  May He 
have mercy on all of us, and may He especially have mercy on 
me as He works with such a broken vessel.  Father, continue to 
work through us by the outpouring of your Holy Spirit that we 
might come to more closely resemble the beauty and perfection 
of your Son.  For truly we are in need of both your grace and 
your love.  Amen. 
 
 
                                                                   Bruce, Sharon, Evan & 
                                                                       Marcia Simington 
 
                                                                           Thanksgiving 
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The birth of our Lord is a joyous time of year and we love to sing the wonderful Christmas carols which 
are so much a part of this celebration.  Remember Bishop Phillips Brooks?  Bishop of Massachusetts and 
perhaps more notably Rector of Trinity Church—Boston (1869-1891).  Before that time, however, he was 
resident at the Church of the Holy Trinity in Philadelphia and it was there that he penned the words for O 

Little Town of Bethlehem.  There are two interesting sidelights to this beloved carol:   
 
Phillips Brooks penned the words at a time when church musicians were also com-
posers.  In addition to playing the organ,  the church organist also 
was expected to compose “on de- mand.”  In this particular in-
stance, the organist had about one week to compose a tune for 
these words!   And the night be- fore the tune was to be ready 
so that the carol could be prac- ticed, the Holy Spirit pro-
vided a mighty inspiration and the tune was quickly 
transcribed! 
 
The second sidelight is that there is a fourth verse to the carol that was omitted mainly due to theological 
considerations—not wanting to link this carol to Roman Catholic doctrines. (especially that of the Im-
maculate Conception).  It goes as follows: 
 

Where children pure and happy 
   Pray to the Blessed Child, 
Where misery cries out to Thee 
    Son of the Undefiled.   

Where Charity stands watching 
   And Faith holds wide the door, 
The dark night wakes the glory hearts 
   And Christmas comes once more.  

 
Very few of us know the stories behind our beloved Christmas carols, but that is a testimony to the 
strength of the hymns (words) and the tunes to which they were set.  Probably more information just 
might be too much of a good thing! 
 
Have a blessed Nativity full of Christ’s peace and love…            Karla Porter 
 
Note:   Sources for the above information are:  HymnsandCarolsofChristmas.com and The Hymnal 1982 
Companion (R.F. Glover, Editor, The Church Pension Fund, c. 1994, New York) 
 
 

Music Notes 

 

 
Flower Guild Is BloomingFlower Guild Is BloomingFlower Guild Is BloomingFlower Guild Is Blooming 

Perhaps you’ve noticed the beautiful flower arrangements which have been adorning our church for the last 8 
months.  Well, did you know that they were made with love by your fellow parishioner?  Yes the Flower Guild 
is really blooming.  Our members have been selflessly giving of their time and talent to create beautiful crea-
tions for us all to enjoy and praise the Lord.  Our church is really blessed with so many kind and generous peo-
ple. 
It must be noted, however, that in order for them to create these arrangements, we have to depend on the gener-
osity of the rest of our parishioners, who sponsor the flowers each week.  These sponsors donate $35 each week, 
in memory or in thanksgiving for a special person or event in their lives.  Our Flower Guild couldn’t exist, if it 
weren’t for their caring and generosity.  So I must repeat, our church is really blessed with so many kind and 
generous people.       Bobbi Uttich 
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          CALLING ALL ANGELS 
All Secret Angels, Past, Present and Future, are invited to attend our annual 
Secret Angels Dinner Celebration for 2009 on Tuesday, December 15th at 6 
pm.  We look forward to meeting and greeting each other, as we enjoy our Ital-
ian-inspired repast. 
 
You may even learn who has been sending  you gifts and cards for the past 
year.  And, you will get the opportunity to begin the process for the 2010 Se-
cret Angels Program.  The 2009 theme is “Secret Angels,  A Prayer Friend for 
All Seasons.”  We will carry that thought through 2010. 
 
We look forward to your participation.    Phyllis N. Gipson, Chair 

   

OUR THOUGHTS ON FAMILY GIFT-GIVING THIS 
YEAR….. 
I want to share an idea with you.  Many of us have children who have everything they need. We 
have trouble finding gifts for them for Christmas, just as they have difficulty finding gifts for us.  
Shirley and I feel blessed that we have everything we need.   At the same time the church is in need 
of funds due to the recession.  My idea is to give to the church rather than to the children. We will 
be giving our children a card saying that we have given a gift to the church in their name. 
 
I have talked to my children and they have enthusiastically accepted the idea. In fact both 
have said they would do the same for us and donate to their church. Of course we would continue 
to give gifts to the grandchildren as usual.  The recession has caused us to reconsider the giving of 
gifts.  Some of you may also want to change your gift-giving this year. 
 
Jim Lee  
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Join Our Group! 
We meet after the Healing 
Service on Wednesdays to 
roll bandages for a hospi-
tal in Haiti. 
This has been an ongoing 
ministry here at Nativity 
for years. 
     We need you! 

COMECOMECOMECOME    
    AND PRAYAND PRAYAND PRAYAND PRAY 

 
 

At 1:00 on Tuesdays a small group meets in 
the sanctuary to pray for an hour. We don't 
talk about what we are going to pray about; 
we just pray for the church, the nation, the 
world, individuals needing healing - however 
the Spirit leads us to pray. Anyone is wel-
come to join us. If you don't want to pray out 
loud you can just pray with us silently. Or 
you can give Elly a prayer request and we 
will pray for it.  

THRONE OF GRACE THRONE OF GRACE THRONE OF GRACE THRONE OF GRACE ---- LIFE CENTER LIFE CENTER LIFE CENTER LIFE CENTER    
VISIT NATIVITYVISIT NATIVITYVISIT NATIVITYVISIT NATIVITY    

 
We had the honor of a visit from Pastor Stanley Wooten from Throne of Grace, and 2 of the 
men from his ministry, on Sunday, November 15.  Pastor Wooten shared with us about the 
outreach and homeless ministry he and his wife and family administer in Bradenton.  This is a 
ministry which was started in 2001 with 16 men.  Life Center accepts men in need and meets 
all their basic needs of shelter, food, and clothing as well as providing daily Bible Study and 
counseling.  It is a 9 – 12 month residential Christian discipleship for men overcoming life-
controlling addictions.  The men are required to acquire employment and financial account-
ability, so that they will be able to be mainstreamed after their stay.  And to stay there, these 
men must be alcohol and drug free. 
 
Their mission statement is based on Matthew 25:35:  For I was hungry and you gave me to 
eat, thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you invited me in.  I tell you the truth, 
whatever you do for the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me. 
 
Scott and Benjamin are two residents of the Life Center who came with Pastor Stanley and 
shared about their past lives of substance abuse and how this ministry gave them an opportu-
nity to learn about the Lord and get back on track with their lives. 
 
The Church of the Nativity tries to support and encourage this worthwhile ministry.  Pastor 
Wooten and his family depend on donations to exist and in the past, they have had to person-
ally subsidize the ministry.  The proceeds of the 4th Sunday outreach collection on November 
22, 2009 will benefit the Throne of Grace and we will continue to pray for their success. 
 
On Sunday, November 22, a total of $340.50 a total of $340.50 a total of $340.50 a total of $340.50 was collected  at our 4th Sunday Outreach in 
gathering. 
 
From your Outreach Commissioners, 
Rich Uttich and Larry DuBartell 
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A TIME TO GIVEA TIME TO GIVE  
 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas..????????????? Wait a minute.  I’m still new to Flor-
ida and it’s really hard for me to get with the mood.  And besides, it’s not even Thanksgiving 
yet.  And I’m sitting here on my lanai enjoying this beautiful day, which the Lord has created.  
Now if I was still in Syracuse that would be another story. 
 
However, something is happening, which has to happen now, so that we can be ready for 
Christmas.  And that happening is our gifts for the Life Care Nursing Home and the two fami-
lies which Church of the Nativity so generously adopts every year. As  you know, the Nursing 
Home and Adopt A Family Christmas Trees with their ornaments can be found in the Church 
Narthex.  The ornaments list the people and the need.  By the way, the ornaments were im-
ported to us from Ft. Myers from Carolyn Johnson who has been closely involved in this minis-
try for the past years. 
 
  This year we have 35 residents from Life Care, whom we can make a difference for and 2 
families.  One of the families lives in Manatee County. There are 5 children:  Kayla- age 12; 
Whitney- age 10; Jacob- age 8; Adam- age 6 and Christopher, age 13.  Our other family con-
sists of 4  children, Baby Aubrey-1 month; Christopher-age 10; Wanda-age 9 and Christina-age 
12.  These children have visited our church with their mom, and we saw a need and decided to 
adopt them this Christmas.  There are also ornaments on the tree for their mom, whom we 
would like to surprise. 
 
The gift we give, will be just as wonderful as the gift we will feel in our heart.. 
 
Bobbie Uttich 

 CAN YOU GUESS HOW MANY SHOEBOXES  

 NATIVITY FILLED THIS YEAR? 

 

    75 ! 

 Can you help????We need weeders to tidy up around the 

church and in the Memory Garden.  This is pretty massive job , 
and anyone who can lend a hand will  be most appreciated!!! 
The cooler temperatures right now are a “plus.”  Talk to Dick or 
Barbara if you can help. 
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LOWER          ESTIVAL 

MOVING FORWARD 

Sarah DeZago and her committee met on Monday, Nov. 17, to go forward on their 
journey to organize the Flower Festival for Feb. 2010.  The theme this year will be 
“The Books and Verses of the Bible”.  Many parishioners have already stepped up and 
volunteered to create arrangements.  But, there will be a great need for volunteers to 
help in the Flower Show’s preparations and implementation, when the time grows 
near.  Anyone and everyone who can volunteer to help will be gladly accepted and ap-
preciated. 

 

At the meeting, Norma Youngs presented a slideshow, which displayed the Flower 
Show from her home church, St. James, in England.  The flower displays were beauti-
ful and inspiring and Norma’s comments and explanations were enlightening to us all. 
 
Irene Wernick also outlined, at the meeting, how the English Tea, in conjunction with 
the Flower Show, would operate and she then treated us all to delicious scones.  Irene 
will certainly need help with the tea too. 
 
The Parish Family Recipe Booklet, which we plan to offer at the Tea, is in the works 
and just about all of the recipes have already been submitted and are in the processing 
and organizational stage.  Thanks to you all. 

 

So please save these dates and plan to join us at this enjoyable event: 

 

Friday, Feb. 19     Saturday, Feb. 20 

                              Sunday, Feb. 21                  Bobbi Uttich 
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  ECW EVENTS TO REMEMBER 
  

 December 
  

Tues, Dec 8th - 7:00 p.m.  WRAP PARTY.  Come help wrap all the gifts 
for our Adopt-A-Family families and for Life Care 
Nursing Home.  It’s fun and goes quickly!.  But 
we always make time for goodies - bring some 
cookies to share. 
  

Tues, Dec 15th - 6:00 p.m.  SECRET ANGEL DINNER - Always a lovely 
evening and nice way to learn more about this program. 
                                         (There is a sign up sheet.)0 
  
  

                                              January 
  

Tues, 12th - early a.m. to late p.m. - DEANERY Presidents' Councel 
Meeting, but not just for presidents, at St. Michaels and All Angels on 
Sanibel Island.  What a wonderful day this will be!  Please sign up. 
  

Friday, 22nd,  6:30 p.m. - BUNCO/GAMES and ICE CREAM S OCIAL. 
What more could you want!  Bring the whole family for a fun evening! 
  

And, of course, don't forget the Flower Festival & English Tea 
dates:  February 19-21.  Please plan on helping on Friday and/
or Saturday.  This is a marvelous outreach to the community, but 
we'll need many helping hands. 

  

WE NEED YOU  and your continuing support of  our Church, and also of  our Out-
reach commitment to support those ministries which help the homeless, the disadvan-
taged, the victims of  human trafficking, and those people who just need a temporary 
helping hand.  By your Christian charity we can make a major difference in the lives of  
God's people less fortunate than ourselves.  May the LORD be our guide and may HIS 
blessing be upon us all.  
God bless each and every one of   you.                Larry DuBartell, Outreach   
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DECEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 

 
1. Chris & David  
 DeZago  

2.   Sarah Shannon 

3. Betty Irvine 

3. Shirley Cork 

4. Noel DeGraw 

9. George Bispham  

12. Barbara Mathie 

12.  Hettie Buck 

14. Jacob Wunderlich 

16. Sheryl Cutrona 

17 Mark Peelor  

18. Norma Y oungs 

18. Anthony DelGrosso 

22. Harriett Hanna  

25. Virginia Olsen 

26.   Eleanor Dash 

29. Irene Wernick 

31. Ed Phillips 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

17. Chuck & Debbie Mann 

 

23. Dan & Mary Ann 
 Benefiel  

 

 

 

Golf League News 
A monthly column written by Dick Berg 

10/20 - After four birdies on the 1st four 
holes, the quartette of Ina O’Reilly, Eric En-
yart, Bill Hatfield and Ed Jandro scored a siz-

zling 30 to win today. 

 

10/27 ~ In very, very windy conditions, a 
spectacular 30 (6 under Par) was fashioned by 
Marguerite Hatfield, Lois Lee, Rich Enyart 

and Charley Morris to claim top spot today. 

 

11/03 ~ On a perfect day for golf, three teams 
tied at 32 (4 under Par).  In a 4 hole playoff, 
the team of Sarah DeZago, Tom Badger, 

Mark Peelor and Mel Zang  won. 

 

11/10 ~ On a beautiful day for golf, the scores 
reflected it.  The highest score was 31 (5 un-
der Par)  - normally a winner.  The lowest 
score put together by Marguerite Hatfield, Joe 
Downs, Eric Enyart and Dick Berg was a re-

cord-tying 29. 

 

11/17—Perfect day for golf (thank you, Elly).  
The team of Marguerite Hatfield, Eric Enyart, 

Walt Irvine and Dick Berg scored 32 to win. 

Mark your calendars!  Golf League Christ-

mas Party Tuesday, December 8th after golf.  

Place:  Mark & Pam Peelor’s home.  

Spouses welcome. 



    Tidings December 2009    
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

*** 

2nd Sunday at 12:30 

DOK MEETING 

*4th Sunday: 

Gifts From God 

Ministries 

**  Outreach     

Ingathering 

1 
 

2:00pm Golf League 

2 

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:30 Bandages  

5:30 Supper & Lessons 

3 

7:00pm 

Choir Practice 

4  

 FREE COFFEE 

MINISTRY 

7:30-9:30am 

 

5 
 

6      Advent II 

BISHOP SMITH 

VISITATION 

Confirmation & 

Eucharist 10:15am 

POT LUCK 

7   

 1pm  Bridge  

 

Prayer & Praise 

7:00pm 

8 

2:00pm Golf League 

 

ECW GIFT WRAP 

PARTY 7pm 

9 

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:30 Bandages  

5:30 Supper & Lessons 

 

 

10   

7:00pm 

Choir Practice 

11 

FREE COFFEE 

MINISTRY 

7:30-9:30am 

 

12 
 

13 *** Advent III 
8:00am Said Eucharist 

9:00am Sunday School 

10:15am Traditional 

                Eucharist 

14 

1pm  Bridge  

Prayer & Praise 

7:00pm 

VESTRY MTG 7PM 

15  

 2:00pm Golf League 

 

SECRET ANGEL 

DINNER 6pm 

16   

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:30 Bandages  

5:30 Supper & Lessons 

 

17   

7:00pm 

Choir Practice 

18 

FREE COFFEE 

MINISTRY 

7:30-9:30am 

 

19 
 

 

20  Advent !V 
8:00am Said Eucharist 

9:00am Sunday School 

10:15am Traditional 

                Eucharist 

21 
1pm Bridge 
 

Prayer & Praise 

7:00pm 

 

22 

2:00pm Golf League 

 

6:30pm 

CHOIR PRACTICE 

23   

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:30 Bandages  

5:30 Supper & Lessons 

 

 

24 

CHRISTMAS 

EVE 

Holy Eucharist 

7:00 & 10:30PM 

25 

CHRISTMAS 

DAY 

Holy Eucharist 

10am 

26 

27 *   ** 
8:00am Said Eucharist 

9:00am Sunday School 

10:15am Traditional 

                Eucharist 

28 

1pm Bridge 

 

Prayer & Praise 

7:00pm 

 

29 

 

2:00pm Golf League 

30 
10am Healing Eucharist 

10:30 Bandages  

5:30 Supper & Lessons 

31 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
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8:00am Said  Eucharist 
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10:15am  Eucharist with Music 
Wednesdays 

10:00am Healing Holy Eucharist  
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