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General Convention – What It All Means 
  
It has truly been an eventful summer … a lot has happened both to me 
personally and to the Episcopal Church (TEC).  Having just returned from 
vacation, I want to tell you how much I have appreciated your prayers as 
number 3 of our 4 children is settling into the college routine. It has cer-
tainly been a summer of change. 
 As you know by now, the national church has also been going 
through some change. As the events have been unfolding I have been do-
ing some serious thinking, reading and reflection on the events that have 
taken place at General Convention (GC).  What has happened is indeed 
troubling. As I told you in my last Tidings article we are one province (of 
38) in the world wide Anglican Communion. As in any family, what hap-
pens to one member affects the whole. Over the past several years it has 
become apparent that the way the Episcopal Church views and applies 
Holy Scripture, God’s divine Word given to us, is not the same way that 
many other provinces in the Communion view scripture. God gave us this 
wonderful document, which only He could pull together, for a reason. 
 General Convention is the policy-setting body of our province. It 
brings resolutions   forward for direction and action within the province. 
This year two resolutions were passed that have essentially changed the 
direction of TEC. No, it has not changed canon law, but it has given per-
mission to do two things that the Archbishop of Canterbury and the other 
provinces in the Communion asked us not to do. 
 First, in a document called the Windsor Report, authored by the 
38 archbishops, we were asked to refrain from consecrating bishops and 
ordaining persons who were involved in same sex relationships. In the last 
GC (2006) TEC agreed to this in a resolution called BO33. This year an-
other resolution, DO25, was introduced and approved which seems to give 
dioceses an open door to do what they want on this matter. Our Presiding 
Bishop said, essentially, that the moratorium is still in place, but those 
dioceses who wish to respond differently can. In other words, as I take her 
statement, those who want to honor the moratorium can and those who do 
not want to honor it don’t have to. In the short time since General Conven-
tion two dioceses have felt free to nominate people for bishop who are 
living in same sex relationships. 
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Second, another resolution, CO56, was proposed that dealt with the 
blessing of same sex relationships. Again there is a lot of spin in the 
media as to what this resolution means and does not mean. Some 
say it does not change anything. Well, if not, why bother having the 
resolution at all? They are right in that it doesn’t change the Book 
 
 of Common Prayer or the canons. What this resolution does allow 
is for dioceses and priests to offer a “generous response” to indi-
viduals in same sex unions, particularly in states where such unions 
are legal.  Now, one could ask what is a generous response? The 
resolution continues by asking those dioceses who offer such a 
“generous response” to develop and share liturgies of same sex 
blessings with the next convention so they can be reviewed, and, 
presumably, voted on. 
 During the course of convention and in the days that fol-
lowed I listened to live internet streaming of the proceedings, read 
interviews, and read the various articles and responses from around 
the whole Anglican Communion. The Archbishop of Canterbury, 
the first among equals of the archbishops of the worldwide Com-
munion, spoke at this year’s opening for GC. He essentially asked 
this Convention to honor the majority of  the Communion by not 
taking the steps in the direction that the Convention  eventually 
took. This was to prevent a split in the Communion. It still remains 
to be seen how the archbishops around the world will officially re-
spond to these actions of GC. 
 As you know there have already been four whole dioceses 
and hundreds of individual parishes in the United States who have 
officially broken from TEC and have aligned themselves with other 
provinces within the communion. Several weeks ago these dioceses 
and churches came together to form The Anglican Church in North 
America, known as ACNA. (This includes some churches in Can-
ada who have broken with that province.) Their desire is to main-
tain the traditional orthodox view of scripture and the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, and to be recognized as a continuing province in North 
America within the Anglican Communion. 
 So, that is what has transpired during the summer. As al-
ways, I want to hear from you. I want to know what you think of all 
this. These are certainly trying and important times within our 
church. Let us all continue to pray and seek God’s intervention for 
all that He has for us. 
 
Blessings, 
Fr. Chuck 
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Yes we "CAN" Make a Difference               

                     Campaign 
Thanks to all who have brought their aluminum cans in to get the 
Campaign started. The first load was taken to a local recycler so 
we are underway. Please continue to tell your neighbors, co-
workers et al about the program, and you can collect and bring in 
their cans. 
For those of us that don’t generate aluminum cans, may we sug-
gest a $3 per month donation? That would be the equivalent of 230 
cans!!    A donation box will be put next to the Can Barrel in the 
Parish Hall. Your Support, Generosity, and Heart for others is 
greatly appreciated. 
The Outreach Commission 

United Thank Offering Fall Ingathering is United Thank Offering Fall Ingathering is United Thank Offering Fall Ingathering is United Thank Offering Fall Ingathering is     
scheduled for October 11th.scheduled for October 11th.scheduled for October 11th.scheduled for October 11th. 

UTO boxes will be out for those who wish to take them home. 
Thank you for  your continued support of this ministry. 

Liz Cramer 

 

Youth Minister Special Announcement: 
 
It is with sadness that I report to you that our youth minister, Debbie 
Veldkamp, is resigning from her position as youth minister at Nativ-
ity.  This decision comes due to many family dynamics and schedules 
that are taking place in the coming year.  I want to thank Debbie and 
her family for the dedication and commitment she brought to our 
youth program and we pray that the Lord will continue to bless them 
in all that He has for them.  I have enjoyed working with Debbie and I 
know that youth and youth ministry will be gifts that God will con-
tinue to grow in her as she continues in her work for the Lord. 
 
Fr. Chuck 
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Music Notes 

 Dr. Horace Clarence Boyer—a musical giant—died on July 21, 
2009. 
This man has so many credits and honors  to his name, it is impossi-
ble to list them all.  He earned both his master’s degree and doctorate 
from the Eastman School of Music.  The Episcopal Church was a 
recipient of his gifts in that he contributed 10 arrangements of gospel 
and spiritual songs to Lift Every Voice and Sing (one of the church’s 
hymnals). 

 
Born in Winter Park, FL, he was a graduate of Bethune-Cookman before 
proceeding to graduate study.  He also taught at Brevard Community 
College and Florida Technological University before settling at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts-Amherst where he was a faculty member for 26 
years.  
 
In his younger years, he and his brother, James, formed a Gospel singing 
duet and they traveled throughout the USA presenting their Gospel mu-
sic.  Dr. Boyer was also a soloist and sang many recitals as well as con-
ducting ensembles, and doing workshops.  A notable appointment was 
his position as curator of musical instruments at the Smithsonian from 
1985-1987.  Dr. Boyer served other universities in various capacities and 
was the recipient of many awards, citations and honors throughout his 
prestigious career. 
 
This noted scholar and musician will live on through his prodigious con-
tribution to our music heritage.  I was privileged to attend one of his Gos-
pel music workshops during a Hymn Society Convention in Boston some 
years ago. 

OPEN ENROLLMENT—NOT JUST FOR HEALTH INSURANCE!!! 
 

Join the choir—now is the time.  Do not miss this opportunity. 
It will change your life!  You will never be the same again! 

 
Thursdays—7:00 p.m. rehearsal in the church 

 
BE THERE—ALOHA! 

In Memoriam 

Karla Porter 

�� 
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"All good things around us are sent from heaven above...." 
  
 Hopefully upon entering Church and during our services you've been 
aware and mindful of the preparations made for the orderly flow through 
our liturgy. 
  As Directress of the Altar Guild, I wish to thank the women who faith-
fully serve God, Fr. Chuck and Nativity's Congregation.  Eliz and Debbie 
Teahan, Joan Combs, June Hanley, Ros Hall, Liz Cramer and Gabrielle Pie-
kunka.  Valerie Crawford has recently stepped up in faith to also assist and 
I heartily welcome her.  Prayerfully consider this invitation to join the 
Guild as more hands and hearts are always a blessing. 
  In April, Nativity launched its first Flower Guild.  Led by Bobbi Ut-
tich, the creative and enthusiatic members are Brenda Bunker, Elly Freyer, 
Faye Robinson, Sally Sloman, Darla Clark, Inge Gerhart, Elaine Hill, Louise 
Halliday, Sarah DeZago, Veronica Cooper and myself. Their arrangements, 
from one week to the next, have provided praise and  thanksgiving to God 
for all His many blessings.  Please take a moment to look upon and enjoy 
the beauty that is created by these talented hands. If you wish to sponsor a 
week, in memory or thanksgiving of loved ones, the offering is $35.00.  An 
offering of $25.00 ensures that our Sanctuary Candle will continue to re-
mind us that the Holy Spirit is ever with us. 
  
"then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord for all his love."  
And I personally thank God for all the wonderful people of Nativity. 
  
May God continue His blessings upon us, 
Marcia Simington   

A Quote from C. S. Lewis 
 

“Either the Bible will keep you away from sin, or sin will keep you 
away from the Bible.” 
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Tour Germany and Attend the  
Oberammergau Passion Play 
11 Days: Sept. 16-26, 2010 
Tour planner ~ Marilyn Davis 
                         
For information about this exciting trip, meetings will be planned for Sunday, Oc-
tober 4th.  Watch Tidings and the bulletin for details. 
 
Don't miss this trip of a lifetime.  The tour features accommodations in First Class 
and Select hotels, Private homes and Pensions; tickets to the Oberammergau Pas-
sion Play, most meals; a professional tour director; comprehensive sightseeing (by 
coach) and includes all service charges and local hotel taxes.  
  
Places visited:  Frankfurt; Eisenach; Erfurt; Eisleben; Wittenberg; Berlin; Dres-
den; Dresden; Leipzig; Nuremberg; Munich; Neuschwanstein; Oberammergau; 
Augsburg; and the Rhine Valley.  
  
There are still some tickets available.  Do come and hear more about this wonder-
ful experience.  Brochures will be available.  We must book this now in order to 
assure availability.  Cost is reasonable.  
 
If you wish to call Marilyn for further information, her Michigan telephone num-
ber is in our church Directory 

  
  
.  
 
 
 
 

 

Daughters of  the King 
NEW OFFICERS WILL BE INSTALLED AT 
THE 11:00AM SERVICE ON SEPTEMBER 

20TH: 
NANCY HURLEY, PRESIDENT 

MARGIE BADGER, VICE PRESIDENT 
NICKI VANCE, SECRETARY 

MARY ELIZABETH HAMLIN, TREASURER 
�� 

ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH, DAUGHTERS 
OF THE KING WILL HOST A PARISH PRAYER 

BREAKFAST.  PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR 
THIS EVENT! 

The Homeless 
 First let me thank you for the 
goods you have brought to our Food Pan-
try.  The shelves are well-stocked, and 
now I’d like to ask for your help in a dif-
ferent area. 
 We can use large and extra large t-
shirts for men.  (Used.  Fine.) Also  ath-
letic socks and light weight blankets. 
 The Youth will be making toiletry 
kits this coming weekend. 
Again, our thanks.  Elly 
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In June of this year,   Phyllis Gibson, June Hines, Louise Halliday and Irene Wernick traveled 
to Lutz, Florida to an Operation Christmas Child  program featuring Becky and Andy Carlson 
and others who talked about the  Samaritan’s Purse OCC shoe box program.  Nativity has been 
actively participating in the shoebox program for many years, and this year we have set for our-
selves a goal of one hundred (100). 
  
Now is the time to go to back-to-school sales for your shoe box treasures.  We know it's early, 
but everyone likes a good SALE - and the fall gets busy - so it is important to get started.  Shoe 
Boxes need to be finished the first part of November. 
  
Some plastic shoe boxes are available to purchase in the Parish Hall. Regular shoe boxes can 
also be used, but will need to be wrapped with Christmas paper. Wrap the lid of the box and the 
bottom of the box separately (so that it can be opened without tearing the wrapping paper). 
  
Get your OCC pamphlet and follow the directions.  Remember a donation of $7.00 is greatly 
appreciated to help pay for shipping.  This is also explained in the pamphlet. 
 
Louise Halliday 

  
 

Thank you one and 
all!!!! 
 
I am pleased to tell 
you that $158.00 was 
collected on Sunday, 
August 23, for Out-
reach.  A check in 
this amount will be 
issued to Throne of 
Grace Ministries. 
Larry DuBartell 

 
Here lies a poor woman 
Who was always tired; 
She lived in a house 
Where help was not hired. 
Her last words on earth were, 
"Dear friends, I am going 
Where washing ain't done, 
Nor sweeping or sewing. 
But everything there 
Is exact to my wishes, 
For where they don't eat, 
There's no washing dishes. 
I'll be where loud anthems 
Will always be ringing, 
 

 
But having no voice 
I'll be clear of the singing; 
Don't mourn for me now, 
Don't mourn for me never, 
I'm going to do nothing 
Forever and ever. 
 
(from Warren Hill) 
  

The following words are actually on a graveyard tombstone 
in Penobscot, Maine:  
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Sunday SchoolSunday SchoolSunday School   
 
 During the summer months the 
kids met as one large group and did 
crafts and had a short lesson.   
 The fall session of Sunday 
School will begin on September 13.  
There will be a primary group from K-2, 
an intermediate group from 3-6, and a 
middle/high school group on Sunday 
from 10:10-10:50. 
 We are always looking for teach-
ers. If you know of any children who 
wish to join our classes, please let Elly 
or Jeannine know. 
 Thanks to everyone who took a 
“cross” and bought supplies for our 
Sunday School classes.  Please be sure 
to stop and check out our bulletin 
board for samples of the crafts and les-
sons that we do in class. Jeannine 

Nativity Wish List 
 

1.  “Experienced”  weeder 
    to help clean up the beds 
    around the buildings.   
     Free lessons from 
     Barbara! 
 
2.  Coffee hour cleanup per- 
      son or couple (once a   
      month or once every  
      other month).   
 
 
 
 
 
Beloved, I wish above all the things that  
thou mayest prosper and be in health, even 
as thy soul prospereth.  3 John 2 
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                               Blessings, 
                            Debbie Veldkamp 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY 
FOR OUR GRADUATES AS THEY BEGIN THEIR FALL TERM 

 

NICK GUTSCHE– United States Naval Academy  
NICKY MAIN -The Florida State University 

JEREMY MANN- Liberty University 
                                 ADAM PERRY– IMG Sports Academy  

                        LEWIS  PLUSH -Liberty University 
MATT ROSS-Manatee Community College 

ANISE VELDKAMP– The Florida State University 

 “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, 
so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

Romans 15:13 

Good Luck to all of our youth for the 2009-2010 
school year.  Our thoughts and prayers are with 
you for a successful and blessed year!! 

When God’s People Pray 
 
Prayer can change lives and circumstance like noth-
ing else can. What are the keys that unlock its power, 
that turn prayer from a mere activity into a vital link 
with God and all His resources? In this six week DVD 
series by Jim Cymbala, Senior Pastor of The Brooklyn 
Tabernacle, we will learn the truths about prayer that 
God has used to turn his own church from a tiny, 
struggling inner-city congregation into a vital, thriving 
community of believers who pray with passion, focus, 
and faith.  

The six sessions include: 
1. God’s Heart for Us  
2. The Amazing Power of Prayer 
3. Obedience in Prayer 

4. The Word of God and Prayer 
5. Why Prayer matters 
6. Creating a Prayer Ministry in Your Church                                   
 
I invite you to join me in this exciting teaching that will 
take place  on Wednesday evenings beginning Sep-
tember 16. 
 
Cost: $7 for the workbook 
Time: 5:30pm with a light meal together.  The teach-
ing begins right after the meal. 
Where: Church of the Nativity Parish Hall 
 
To sign up for this exciting and life changing course 
please visit the One Stop Sign-up Shop or call the 
church office at: 355-3262.  
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SEPTEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
3. Lora Salt  

3. Marilyn Davis  

3. Helen Martin  

4. Jeannine Martin 

10. Liz Stoner 

15. Anne Brahler 

16. Inge Gerhart 

16. Ursula Hunt  

18. Charles Plush 

19. Rich Uttich 

21. Dave Roberts  

26. Jo Davidsmeyer 

29. Jane Read 

 

SEPTEMBER 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

1. Jim & Margaret Murphy 

6. Tom & Rhoda Bishop 

9. Chris & Norma Youngs 

21. George & Sandrene Bispham 

30. Wildey & Carolyn Johnson 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Golf League News 

A monthly column written by Dick Berg 

7/21 ~  Two teams tied at 32 (4 under Par ).  
In a 2 hole playoff, the foursome of Sarasota 
DeZago, Mike Petry, Rich Enyart and Dick 

Brg were declared winners. 

 

7/28 ~  On a very hot, humid day, 3 teams 
tied with 32 (AGAIN!)  The foursome of 
Marguerite Hatfield, Tom Bedger, Mark Pee-
lor and Mel Zang were victorious in a 2 hole 

playoff. 

 

8/4 ~ All teams were  under Par today on a 
very hot, humid day.  The team of Anne 
Brahler, Nancy Dixon,  Joe Downs, Rich En-
yart and Dick Berg were victorious with a 31 

(5 under Par) led by the ladies. 

 

8/11 ~Five teams shot 2  under Par or better.  
Two teams scored five under Par 31 to tie for 
first.  When Anne Brahler made a putt for ea-
gle on #7, it clinched first place.  The defend-
ing champs from last week (above) were de-

clared winners. 

  
 
 
 
 



    Tidings September 2009    
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

**** 

Installation of DOK 

Officers 11:00am 

 1 

 

1:00pm Golf League 

 

 

2 

 

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:30 Bandages  

 

 

3   

 

7:00PM 

Choir Practice 

4    

 FREE COFFEE 

7:30-9:30 

 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

5 
 

6 

7:30am Said Eucharist 

9am Praise Eucharist 

10am Sunday School 

11am Traditional  Eucharist  

 

7  LABOR DAY 

   Office Closed 

 

7pm Praise Team    

Practice 

8 

1:00pm Golf League 

9 

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:30 Bandages   

 
 

 

10 

7:00PM 

Choir Practice 

11 

FREE COFFEE 

7:30-9:30 

 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

12 
 

13  *** 
7:30am Said Eucharist 

9am Praise Eucharist 

10am Sunday School 

11am Traditional  Eucharist  

 

14    

7pm Praise Team    

Practice 

 

 

15   

1:00pm Golf League 

 

 

16   

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:30 Bandages  

 
5:30 WHEN GOD’S 
PEOPLE PRAY  

17   

7:00PM 

Choir Practice 

18 

FREE COFFEE 

7:30-9:30 

 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

19 
 

 

20  **** 
7:30am Said Eucharist 

9am Praise Eucharist 

10am Sunday School 

11am Traditional  Eucharist  

 

21 

7pm Praise Team    

Practice 

22 
 

1:00pm Golf League 

23   

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:30 Bandages   

 

5:30 WHEN GOD’S 
PEOPLE PRAY  

24 

7:00PM 

Choir Practice 

25 

FREE COFFEE 

7:30-9:30 

 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

26 

27 *   ** 
7:30am Said Eucharist 

9am Praise Eucharist 

10am Sunday School 

11am Traditional  Eucharist  

28 

7pm Praise Team    

Practice 

29 
 

1:00pm Golf League 

30   

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:30 Bandages  

 
5:30 WHEN GOD’S 
PEOPLE PRAY  

***SECOND 

SUNDAY AT 12:30 

DOK MEETING 

*4th Sunday: 
Gifts From God 
Ministries 
**  Outreach     
Ingathering 
 

 

 



Church of the Nativity 
5900 North Lockwood Ridge Rd. 
Sarasota, FL  34243-2523 

Thank You, Lord, for: 

Nonprofit 
Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 
Manasota FL 
Permit #45 

Episcopal Church of the Nativity is located on Lockwood Ridge 
Road one block south of University Parkway.  Our telephone number 

is 941-355-3262, and our service times are as follows: 
Sundays 

7:30am Said  Eucharist 
9:00am Praise Eucharist 

                                     10:00am Sunday School 
11:00am Traditional Eucharist 

Wednesdays 
10:00am Healing Holy Eucharist  

September 2009September 2009September 2009September 2009    

 


