
Rector’s Reflections… 
 

JOY over Frustration! 
 
And God said, let there be light and there was light and man 
took the light and hung it from the trees, bushes and from 
eves of their dwelling places.  Then one man’s neighbor said, 
his lights are bigger and better than mine, and so the 
neighbor went into the market place and sought new lights 
and the lights were strewn across the acreage belonging to 
the neighbor. Over time the lights of one kind intermingled 
with the lights of another kind…and so the lights became 
tangled and mixed together and man said, what do I do…and 
frustration entered the land.  
(©Fr. Chuck Mann) 
 
The other day my brother, whose mind can be as equally 
warped as mine sometimes, sent out an email.  The wording 
went something like; my wife has been getting on to me 
about hanging the Christmas lights.  So, I finally went out 
and did it. Now she will hardly speak to me…I don’t get it.  
Then when you click on the accompanying photo, there is a 
picture of a wadded ball of lights hanging from one hook on 
the eve of the house plugged into an outlet under the eve.  
(see photo on next page) 
 
A joke of course…and probably not even his photo…but it 
reminded me how we feel sometimes this time of year.  The 
shopping, the parties, the cooking, the traveling, and yes 
untangling all those lights can take its toll on the season.  
There is excitement, stress, and a hurried schedule all 
wrapped into three weeks that we celebrate as Advent.  It can 
sometimes indeed feel like a tangled wadded mess that we 
just want to hang out there and get it over with. 
 
But you know the stresses of the season are all manmade.  
The stresses all come from what we make of it.  I recall an 
illustration I read where a bunch of hurried shoppers were 
gathering on the elevator and the last one to get on said, 
“whoever invented this Christmas stuff ought to be shot.”  
To which a response from the back came, “they already did.”  

(Continued on page 2) 
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Jesus never intended for us to be hurried, anxious, or stressed out over 
the season.  In fact, I don’t know that He ever intended for it to be a 
“season” per se.  What He did was by a very real act of the Holy 
Spirit to come to us in human form and enter the human race…fully 
God and fully man.  And in doing so He offered us the greatest gift 

we could ever imagine…an 
opportunity to enter to 

relationship with Him, to walk a walk centered in Him, and to 
eventually spend eternity with Him.  It is indeed something to 
celebrate and give thanks and praise for. 
 
That one act by God changed history.  That one act broke all the 
chains of stress that we could ever imagine as we center ourselves in 
the reality of this wonderful act of love.  So, as we do celebrate the 
season, as we take care of all things that we need to take care of…take 
some time to just relax.  Pull out your bible and maybe some materials 
you might have about the true meaning of Christmas, and just soak in 
what all this really means.  Take joy in the fact that through your 
confession of faith you have this wonderful relationship with the one 
true God.  And let us celebrate a wonderful event that has been 
unfolding from the beginning of man…an event that we remember in 
our Christmas theme this year as “His Story…can be your story.” 
 
On behalf of Debbie and our children, I want to wish all of you a 
blessed and meaningful Christmas…and may the Lord richly bless 
each of you as He reveals Himself more and more in your life. 
 
Blessings and Joy in the true meaning of the season, 
Fr. Chuck 
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    “And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in   
          knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern   
         what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ”   

     I am very excited about our family’s move to Church of the Nativity and God’s call to work with the youth of the parish 
as your new Youth Minister.  We have been blessed by your warm welcome and appreciate everyone making us feel right at 
home!  My first official day was December 1st and I was thrilled and thankful to all of those who worked diligently cleaning, 
rearranging and painting to give the youth office a new look.  My official days in the office will be Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Please stop by to visit as I will look forward to getting to know each of you better!   

 
 
     Plans are well underway for the remainder of the year and we are very fortunate in our community to have many events, 
programs, activities and opportunities to equip the young people to fulfill the Great Commission.  My hope is to provide as 
much variety as possible so that each individual youth member of the parish can find some way to get involved and become 
an active part of this ministry program.  Whether you are curious, convinced or committed, please consider joining us for 

                   E.T.C. (Equipping Teens for Christ) 
  Our mid-week gathering for all youth 6th-12th grade!  
  5:30-7:30 p.m.  Make sure your New Years resolution includes time for this casual evening   
of dinner and study in a non-threatening atmosphere!  Kick your shoes off and join us as we   
both study God’s word and focus on Christian books that will inspire and encourage us in 
our walk with Christ! 

New Years Reso-
lution: 
  #1 Attend E.T.C. 

                   NOOMA NIGHTS!   
    More information coming soon! 

 
 
Prayer Warriors! 
How can you help?  Intercessory prayer! Genesis tells us that Lot’s life was spared when Abra-
ham interceded in prayer on his behalf!   Would you please consider being a prayer warrior on 

behalf of Nativity’s Youth? If so, add your email to the sign-up sheet on the youth bulletin board outside the 
youth office. Prayer Warriors will receive e-mails several times a year so that this ministry, the youth and all 
adult volunteers are covered in prayer on a daily basis! 
 
“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 
And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.”  

December Calendar-  
Wednesday, December 3rd 5:15-7:30 Dinner and a movie! 
Sunday, December 7th 5-8 Youth Group (Adoration Band and Fire House Drama Team) 
Wednesday, December 10th 5:15-7:30 Dinner and a movie! 
Sunday, December 14th 4:00-7:00 Youth Group 
Wednesday, December 17th 5:15 – 7:30 Dinner and a movie! 
Friday, December 19th 6:00-8:00 Christmas Trolley Ride!    

                                                                                                          Debbie Veldkamp 
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SECRET ANGELS ALERT!!!!!!!! 
 
 
 
 The Secret Angels Celebration Dinner will be held on 
Monday, December 15, 2008, starting at 6PM.  Peggy B. Amos, 
Anne Brahler, Darla Clark, Joan Combs, Mary Elizabeth Hamlin, 
Nancy Hurley, Shirley Miska, Judi McCullough, Sherry Sutliff 
and Chair, Phyllis N. Gipson met in the church garden to plan for 
the Angels Dinner.  Elly Freyer, Liz Stoner and Irene Wernick, 
who could not be at the meeting, have offered suggestions and assistance to help make this an 
evening to celebrate being secret angels at Nativity. 
 It was a spirited meeting with many good ideas put forth.  The theme will be “Wheat 
Among the Weed”.  This theme was inspired by Father Mann some months ago and, after being 
presented by the Chair, the Committee agreed that it was a good one. 
 The committee made several suggestions regarding improving the Angels Program.  
They will be incorporated for the Angels Program of 2009. 
 Dinner and decorations were decided with many present taking responsibility for those 
areas.  It promises to be a fun evening, sharing stories, good food, and a wonderful kick off to 
the Holiday Season.  As always, prayers will be offered in recognition of our blessings and we 
plan a couple of sing-a-longs so that everyone present can participate. 
 We look forward to seeing you there.  Just be sure to sign up at the OSSUPS so that we 
know how many people to expect for our delicious repast. 
 The Chair wishes to thank in advance all those who have agreed to participate.  As al-
ways, the success of this event can only be guaranteed with your cooperation and participation. 
 
 Phyllis Gipson, Chair 
 
 

 
UTO INGATHERING UPDATE 

 
 As a result of your generosity, a check for $581.50 was sent to the Diocesan UTO 
Coordinator.  For the Spring UTO Ingathering, the Diocesan UTO Coordinator sent a check 
to New York in the amount of $27,741.59 in July.  $576.50 of this check came from Nativ-
ity.  Through your generosity and the generosity of others, St. John’s, Pine Island received 
their grant request of $10,150.00. 
 Thank you all once again for your continued support.  Nativity’s caring makes a dif-
ference! 
 Liz Cramer  
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    Music Notes, December 2008 
 

 So who were those new people in the choir last month??   Thanks to special contribu-
tions we have been able to have guest choristers with us from time to time – mainly at Christ-
mas and Easter, but we also had guest singers for the presentation of Elijah Rock last month 
from Riverview and Pineview High Schools.  Both the choir and the guest singers enjoyed the 
experience – it was fun working together! 
 
 December once again…so what is your favorite Christmas carol?  Without a doubt, 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing remains one of our most popular carols for several generations 
now.  The words were written by Charles Wesley who penned more than several thousand 
hymns during his lifetime.  The text was sung to several different tunes, but William H. Cum-
mings was credited with using Mendelssohn’s tune in 1855 and it “stuck.”  Probably what is not 
well-known, is that Mendelssohn didn’t feel his tune was suitable for sacred words.  He wrote, 
“…it will never do to sacred words.  There must be a national and merry subject found out…”  
Well, happy for us that Cummings saw the possibilities!   And, speaking of Charles Wesley, his 
Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus is one of our most popular Advent hymns; the tune we use, 
Stuttgart, in its earliest form dates from 1715.1  I don’t think anyone knows precisely what 
makes these hymns so enduring, but obviously they speak to our souls. 
 
 Don’t forget to come early to the Christmas Eve services for the preservice music to 
hear and sing more of our beloved Christmas carols. 
 
 Also, the Family Night/Talent Show is coming up again at the end of January; make 
sure your calendars are marked for the evening of January 24 for this fun-packed parish event.  
We plan once again to have tables for craftspeople and artisans – so if you write, paint, draw, 
throw pots, make clocks, are into photography – whatever – plan to show/display your wares 
that night! 
 
1 Thanks to The Hymnal Companion 1982, ed. by Raymond F. Glover for the facts  herein.. 
 
Karla Porter 
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ECW EVENTS 
 
 The ECW also has some exciting programs planned for January 2009.  
 Some of these events are: 
 
 January 9 6:30 pm Flower Arranging and Soup Supper.   
     What a great evening this will be!   
     Flowers and fun. 
 
 January 13 TBA  Tri-Deanery Council Meeting at Christ Church in  
     Bradenton.  Watch for time and sign up sheet. 
 
 January 24 6:30 pm Annual Talent Show and Dinner.  Be a participant or 
     enthusiastic audience member.  Watch for the sign up 
     sheet and share your talents! 

 

  Your 2008 Contributions 
 
 
 
A friendly reminder that all contributions for 
2008 must be made by December 31, 2008 for 
inclusion on this year’s tax return.  Any contri-
butions made after that date will go toward 
your 2009 tax return. 
 
 Questions?  Please call our Treasurer, 
Bob Hines, or Karla Porter. 

ALPHA 2009 
 

The next Alpha Course will begin in January 
2009.  Watch the Sunday Bulletins for dates 
and further details.   
 
Not sure what Alpha is?   
 
Call Ron Hurley or Nicki Vance to find out 
more about this dynamic program. 
  

                     SHOE BOXES 
THANKS TO ALL YOU WONDERFUL PARISHIONERS, WE MADE A TOTAL OF 
87 SHOEBOXES FOR SAMARITAN’S PURSE  ~ JUST 13 SHY OF THE 100 OUR 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN ANTICIPATED WE COULD . 
 
WOULDN’T IT BE FUN TO SEE THE FACES OF THE CHILDREN WHEN THEY 
OPEN THEIR SHOEBOXES?  ANDY AND BEVERLY CARLSON  ARE GOING TO 
BE ELVES ON “GIFT PATROL” THIS YEAR TO THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC!  
WE HAVE ASKED THEM TO BRING BACK A FULL REPORT AND PHOTOS.  
THEY HAVE BEEN VERY ACTIVE IN THE SAMARITAN’S PURSE PROGRAM 
FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS.  
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December  Birthdays 
1 Wildey Johnson 

1 Chris and David DeZago 

3 Betty Irvine 

3 Shirley Cork 

9 George Bispham 

12 Barbara Mathie 

12 Hettie Buck 

14 Jacob Wunderlich 

16 Sheryl Cutrona 

17 Dick Griffith 

18 Norma Youngs 

18 Anthony DelGrosso 

19 Wendy Littman 

22 Harriett Hanna 

22 Alice Beattie 

24 Lillian Hattersley 

25 Virginia Olsen 

25 Joe Wasilnak 

26 Eleanor Dash 

27 Bob Halliday 

29 Irene Wernick 

31 Ed Phillips 

    
 
 
 

December Anniversaries 
 

17 Fr. Chuck & Debbie Mann 

 

 

Golf League News 
Weekly golf scores for the preceding month 

are as follows: 

10/21:  2 under par 34 was the winning score 
this week.  It was fired by the team of Mar-
guerite Hatfield, Rich Zang, John Lukac and 

Dick Berg.   

10/28: On a very cool, breezy day, the group 
of Andrea Honroth, Bill Hatfield, Raymond 
Kow, Syd Salt and Mel Zang fired a 4 under 

32 to claim top honors. 

11/4:  A very impressive 32 was scored by the 
group of Marguerite Hatfield, Ina O’Reilly, 
Bob Croucher, Pete Eggan and Marvin Hoe-

ing to win this week. 

11/11:  32 was the best score recorded by An-
drea Honroth, Brian Bain, Dick Berg and 

Mark Peelor. 

 
ECW  DECEMBER CALENDAR 

DEC 6: 8:00 am to 10 am:  BREAKFAST  
  AT THE MANAGER & CRAFT  
  SALE 

DEC 9 : 7 pm ADOPT-A-FAMILY GIFT  
  WRAP PARTY 

DEC 15: 6 pm Secret Angel Dinner.  Maybe 
  your secret angel will reveal her 
  self?!  A lovely ending to the 2008 
  Secret Angel Program. 
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Episcopal Church of the Nativity is located on Lockwood Ridge Road one 
block south of University Parkway.  Our telephone number is 941-355-3262, and 

our service times are as follows: 
Sundays 

9:00am PraiseEucharist 
10:00am Sunday School 

11:00am Traditional Eucharist 

Wednesdays 
    10:00am Healing Eucharist 

Christmas Services 
December 24:  7:30 and 10:00pm 

    December 25: 10:00am 
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Nativity-December 2008 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

*GIFTS FROM 
GOD 
           2:30PM 

1 

7pm Praise Team    

Practice 

2 

12Noon : Bible Study 

2:30pm Golf League 

 

3 

10am Healing 

Eucharist 

t10:30 Bandages   

5:15pm Dinner and 
a Movie 

4 

7pm  Choir 

Practice 

5 

FREE COFFEE 

7:30-9:30 

 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

6 

8am  Breakfast at the 
Manager 

7 

7:30am Said Eucharist 

9am Praise Eucharist 

10am Sunday School 

11am Traditional 

           Eucharist  

8 

7pm Praise Team    

Practice 

7pm VESTRY 

MEETING 

9 

12Noon : Bible Study 

2:30pm Golf League 

7pm Adopt-A-Family 
Wrapping Party 

3 

10am Healing 

Eucharist 

t10:30 Bandages   

5:15pm Dinner and 
a Movie 

11 

7pm  Choir 

Practice 

12 

FREE COFFEE 

7:30-9:30 

 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

13 

 

14 

7:30am Said Eucharist 

9am Praise Eucharist 

10am Sunday School 

11am Traditional 

           Eucharist  

15 

6pm Secret Angel 
Dinner 
7pm Praise Team    

Practice 

 

16 

2:30pm Golf League 

3 

10am Healing 

Eucharist 

t10:30 Bandages   

5:15pm Dinner and 
a Movie 

18 

7pm  Choir 

Practice 

19 

FREE COFFEE 

7:30-9:30 

 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

20 

 

21 

7:30am Said Eucharist 

9am Praise Eucharist 

10am Sunday School 

11am Traditional 

           Eucharist  

22 

7pm Praise Team    

Practice 

23 

2:30pm Golf League 

24 

7:00 and 10:30 
Candlelight 

Services 

25 

10am Christmas 
Day Service 

26 

FREE COFFEE 

7:30-9:30 

 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

27 
 

28* 

7:30am Said Eucharist 

9am Praise Eucharist 

10am Sunday School 

11am Traditional 

           Eucharist  

29 

7pm Praise Team    

Practice 

30 

2:30pm Golf League 

31 

10am Healing 

Eucharist 

10:30 Bandage 

Brigade  

 

   


