
Rector’s Reflections: 

Expelled! 
 
That word really does seem harsh.  All of us whether we are 
in school or have gone through school have heard this 
dreaded word on many occasions.  We usually hear it in 
terms of one being kicked out of school for not applying 
themselves, fighting, or some other infraction that would 
cause one to be “expelled” from school.  But rarely would 
you think it would happen to someone who is bright, 
intelligent, and a leader in their field of study.  But expulsion 
is what is happening to many college professors who, if for 
no other reason, even hint that when it comes to life and 
creation there just may be something called intelligent 
design…not even mentioning God, Bible or any other 
religious connections…just intelligent design.  That is, that 
there just might be a power bigger than we are who put this 
big ball we live on into motion. 
 
Ben Stein has put together a masterful documentary on this 
topic that I highly recommend you see.  You would think 
that putting together a documentary to be seen in a movie 
theater would be boring…but it is far from that.  Mr. Stein 
has made it enjoyable, informative, very thought-provoking 
and appropriately humorous at the same time…as only Ben 
Stein can do. 
 
Evolution vs. Creation has been a long-standing controversy 
and it causes stress in a lot of classrooms.  Some choose to 
just avoid the topic.  But in reality it can’t be ignored 
because the quest for knowledge continues.  But whether you 
accept evolution…that is that we all came from some sort of 
primitive soup or that indeed God had a plan and created all 
things, it comes down to one thing…faith.  You see, even the 
most brilliant of scientific minds that would espouse 
evolution “as gospel” still come to one conclusion…they 
don’t know how life began.  So, they accept their own 
theories on faith alone.  And when it comes to that one 
nagging question…they offer no concrete answer. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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I remember in seminary we took a look at some of Darwin’s memoirs 
and many of his theories…which are just that, theories.  Later he 
denounced many of them himself.  But you don’t hear that in media 

much.  But those same theories are being 
taught as fact in many places…
with no real evidence to back 

them up…just more theories. 
 
In Stein’s documentary it was refreshing to see that science and the 
Bible can work hand in hand if given a chance.  In fact science has 
indeed brought to light many scientific evidences of the truth of the 
Bible and its teachings.  Science is indeed a great gift given to us to 
provide a better way life around the world and to explore worlds 
beyond our own.  But many very bright scholars and scientists who 
have found in their own studies and know in their heart there is more 
to life than evolution tries to show, are squelched in revealing such a 
thought and therefore are expelled.  The reality of the issue comes to 
this…whose faith do you believe? 
 
I want you to know that I embrace scientific study; it has opened 
many doors to us in medicine and many other areas.  But I also 
embrace scripture and the reality of truth that it opens and makes 
available to all.  I have no reason to doubt God’s created order and I 
find no evidence to believe otherwise.  One point that the 
documentary brought forth was that if you broke down the various 
chromosomal structures of all the species on earth and try to link them 
to some sort of hot soup eons ago and have them come out with what 
we have today…the odds would be so astronomical that is it almost 
scientifically impossible.  Why is it so hard to believe that God in his 
infinite wisdom created an order…a huge ecosystem…that is self 
sustaining and was created just for us?  The problem is many in the 
human race have forgotten why we were created…let alone that we 
were created at all.  And when man said I don’t need you in my life…
I can be my own god…He gave a response…”You’re expelled.”  But 
praise be to Him for providing an opportunity for us to come back…to 
be reconnected to the creator through our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 
 
May the Creator of the Universe richly bless each one of you. 
 
Fr. Chuck 
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MEMORIAL GARDEN MEMORIES 
The “Stations of the Cross” were a part of the original 20-foot circle at the entrance of the gar-
den.  The backings of the Stations had deteriorated through the years.  Two brothers-in-law, Joe 
Hankinson and Dudley Callender, who were “pattern men” for the Ford Motor Company, of-

fered to design new framings for the “Stations of 
Cross”, over the summer in Michigan.  When 
Joe and Dudley returned in 1999, the newly 
framed Stations of the Cross were placed on 
trees that circled the cleared (much larger) 1½ 
acres of the Memorial Garden.  Can you find the 
“brick” of thanks to Joe and Dudley in the area 
near the wooden bench by the gazebo? 
 
 The large simple wooden cross was also 
the design of Joe Hankinson.  The cross is a fo-
cal point in the Memorial Garden with the new 
design of the Chapel area.  Look for the plaque 
of dedication on the cross. 

             Dick Wernick and Joe Hankinson 
  
Our Michigan friends have a special place in the Memorial Garden Memories (MGM).  Joe’s 
widow, Bess, resides in Michigan with her son.  And Dudley’s widow, Mabel, lives in South 
Carolina with a daughter.  Point of interest — Bess and Mabel are sisters! 

 
 
 

 
Loving Memories, Irene 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                           
                                                                   Dudley and Joe with the framed Stations of the Cross 
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 In April, we completed a “trial run” by providing informational presentations on life is-
sues.  These first four were on Dementia; Planning Ahead; Grief; and Senior Housing Needs.  
We had very positive parish participation and feed back.  So we are looking ahead to next year, 
October - April and hope to see more community attendance as well.  Please contact Marilyn 
Davis, Sally Sloman, or Liz Stoner with any issues you may be interested in hearing more 
about. 
 
HEALTH NOTES: Did you know that most children are not getting enough sleep?  Check 
the web site for The National Sleep Foundation at www.sleepfoundation.org  to see if your 
child is getting enough sleep.  Lack of sleep weakens the immune system, making it more diffi-
cult to fight viruses and bacteria.  It has also been linked to increased risk of cardiovascular dis-
ease and some types of cancer according to the Mayo Clinic.  (From Health News, April 2008.  
The Episcopal Church Medical Trust.) 
 
Marilyn Davis 

RELAY FOR LIFE 
 
 On Friday, April 18, 2008, the 
youth group participated in the American 
Cancer Society’s Relay for Life held in 
the football stadium at Sarasota High 
School.  The group arrived Friday evening 
and remained through the night until Sat-
urday morning.  They participated in 
many events while there — foot races, 
jump rope competition, running laps 
around the track; push-up competition and 
a scavenger hunt — just to name a few. 
 The youth group sold meatball 
subs to raise additional funds for cancer 
research.  In all, our group raised over 
$4,000 and also won first prize for their 
booth decoration/theme.  Thanks to Terri 
Teigland and Michelle Lindfors for head-
ing this up. 
 
Laura Plush 
 

SECRET ANGELS ALERT!!!! 
 

 Have you contacted your Secret Angel 
yet?  Any greeting, or special thought you want 
to convey would be much appreciated. 
 
 Remember to keep your Secret Angel in 
prayer.  We all know how important prayer can 
be for us all.  My Secret Angel has assured me 
that I am in daily prayer.  That is so comforting, 
because I know that God loves me, and so does 
she.  What more can I ask! 
 
 So, please be sure that your Angel knows 
she is loved, and thought about often in prayer, 
and through special greetings or little meaningful 
gifts.  Just the thought will cheer up your angel’s 
life, and yours. 
 
 If you are going away for the summer, 
keeping your angel in prayer, and remembering 
her occasionally with a greeting, can continue 
without revealing who you are.  Be creative!!! 
Phyllis N. Gipson, Chair - Secret Angels  
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REPORT ON  
HEALING SEMINAR 

 
At a seminar on healing on Monday evening, April 28, Fr. Alan Hansen of Acts 29 Ministries 
presented a simple 5-step way to pray for someone for healing.  
 
Fr. Alan opened the seminar by reminding us through scripture that the healing ministry be-
longs to every believer, not just to a few gifted people. He spoke of Jesus sending out the 12 
with the instructions “Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons”. 
(Matthew 10:8) Then Jesus sent out 70 in Luke 10 to heal (verse 9). And finally, the ministry 
was extended as a sign that would accompany all believers in Mark 16:16-18. He said that if we 
become a parish where healing, physical and emotional, is routinely taking place crowds would 
find their way to our door. But, he added, when the church doesn’t believe that Jesus will use us 
to heal and doesn’t offer itself in obedience to His instruction, we end up without confidence in 
the Lord, stuck with a sterile, intellectual religion, with low expectations of God and worship.  
 
His 5-step method of praying for healing begins with a brief interview (step 1) to find out what 
the presenting problem is. Then it proceeds to a brief diagnosis (step 2) to ascertain if there is 
anything that might keep the person from experiencing God’s healing touch. At that point the 
one who is praying needs to make a selection (step 3), with the Holy Spirit’s leading, of the 
kind of prayer that he or she will pray. The selection might include a prayer of command for the 
illness to leave, a prayer of petition for healing, or a prayer of intercession if the person is ask-
ing prayer for someone else not present. We were told that if we didn’t know what kind of 
prayer to pray we could simply pray that the Holy Spirit would come and minister to the person. 
We were also told to keep our eyes open as we pray in order to see the subtle responses that the 
person might be having as a sign of the Spirit’s touch.  
 
Step 4 is the prayer itself. We were instructed not to hurry, but to leave time for the Spirit to 
move as we observe. We need to listen to what the petitioner is experiencing, and we need to 
listen to the Holy Spirit for any direction in prayer, or word of knowledge about the situation, 
that the Spirit may give. A word of knowledge is apt to be a fleeting image or impression, and 
we share it by asking “This thought/image came to me and I don’t know if it means anything. 
Does it mean anything to you?” If it does not connect with the petitioner we just drop it. 
 
The final step is the post prayer instruction.  This might include an invitation to come back 
again for more prayer at a later time, or a suggestion to seek professional help.  
 
Fr. Alan suggested that we might want to schedule a weekend workshop in which we can prac-
tice more prayer and learn in more depth, followed by a healing service open to the public at the 
end. If you would like to take part  in this, please contact Fr. Chuck or Elly or Helen Collins and 
let us know your interest. We would also be interested, for those who attended this workshop, to 
know your reactions. 
 
Helen Collins 
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ECW VISITS LIFE 89.1 
 Twelve ECW ladies spent a very informative 
time April 9th, touring Life 89.1, WSMR Christian 
Radio Station.  Wildey Johnson came along and was 
our very gallant escort and chaperone.  Ann Peabody 
was our WSMR guide and we were all impressed with 
the things we saw and learned.  For instance, it was 
pointed out to us that all the music that is now played 
on air is stored on the computer.  Gone are the days of 
looking for a song on a CD and records aren’t even 
part of the music vernacular these days.  Some of the 
shows we listen to are actually programmed to play 
for hours without a live person sitting by the micro-
phone.   
 We learned that WSMR is one of 14 stations 
of the Northwestern College Radio Network of St. 
Paul, MN.  The first Station signed on the air in 1949 
under the direction of Dr. Billy Graham. Life 89.1 actually began broadcasting in Sarasota, FL. in December 1996.  
The mission statement for Life 89.1 is: "To Lead People to Christ and Nurture them in their spiritual growth 
through Christ-centered media." 
 During our visit, we met Douglas Poll the Station Manager, Sandy James and Laura Chase, two of the 
radio hosts. Interestingly, Laura Chase has a daughter named Hosanna. 
 Life 89.1 partners with its listeners each month in a program they call Random Act of Life, in an effort to 
make a difference in the community.  This month they are having a Bible Drive and block party.  They are collect-
ing gently used bibles and distributing them to people in need at the Sarasota Dream Center.  If you might be inter-
ested in assisting them, or need more information about Life 89.1, their website is www.life891.org and there tele-
phone number is 941-906-9767. 
 Church of the Nativity, through the ECW was privileged to be able to make a donation to support this 
Christian radio station and their work.   
 After our visit to Life 89.1, we ladies were off to the Sierra Station where a great lunch and even greater 
fellowship was enjoyed by all. 
 Following is the program lineup for the Christian Radio Station.    Tune in and tune up your life. 
Bobbi Uttich 

 
 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 

12:00 am Music For Life 
6:00 am The Morning Show-Laura and 6:50 am
 Living Well -Pam Smith 
7:50 am Lighten Up-Ken Davis 
8:50 am Real Family Life-Dennis Rainey 
8:52 am 89 Minute Music Sweep-Lee Miller 
10:00 am Midday Show-Sandy James 
12:40 pm Take it to Heart -Christin Ditchfield 
3:00 pm The Afternoon Show-Dan Young 
3:40 pm Living Well-Pam Smith 
4:40 pm Lighten Up-Ken Davis 
4:42 pm 89 Minute Music Sweep-Dan Young 
7:30 pm FamilyLife Today -Dennis Rainey 
7:55 pm Revive Our Hearts-Nancy Leigh DeMoss 
8:20 pm Hope For The Heart-June Hunt 
8:30 pm Living on The Edge-Chip Ingram 
9:00 pm Turning Point -Dr. David Jeremiah 
9:30 pm Insight for Living-Chuck Swindoll 
9:58 pm Take it to Heart-Christin Ditchfield 
10:00 pm Music For Life 

SATURDAY 

12:00 am Music for Life 
6:00 am Music-Mark Lee 
11:00 am Music-Dan Young 
4:00 pm Music-Brian Best 
9:00 pm Music for Life 

SUNDAY 

12:00 am Music for Life 
6:00 am Music-Douglas Poll 
11:00 am Music-Sandy James 
4:00 pm Music-Brian Best 

9:00 PM MUSIC FOR LIFE 
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                    MUSIC NOTES 
 
May is here – almost Pentecost and it seems like only last month that it was Septem-
ber and we were thinking about Christmas and Easter.  As we move towards Pente-
cost, I want to thank all who participated in the Music Program this year – all aspects 
of it.  We have a diverse program now with what we have come to know as 
"traditional" music and "contemporary" music for our services so there is a place for 
all! 
 
I also want to thank those who made it possible for us to engage several outside musicians this year to augment our 
program, most recently Gary Reinstrom who came with his Great Highland Bagpipe, the Small Pipes, and the 
French Horn.  At Advent and Christmas, we were able to have Martha Lopez-Leschke, soprano soloist, join us and 
also were able to engage a chorister, Kyle Schmidt, to sing with the choir.  The additional funds helped with music 
purchases as well.  Looking ahead, we are hoping to engage a brass ensemble for one of our festival services at 
some point. 

 
In May there is a special program for the soprano and alto sections of the choir; guest clini-
cian Betty Mullet will visit for three weeks to do half-hour training sessions prior to regular 
choir rehearsal.  Betty is  choir/chorus director in the Sarasota school system and is also the 
Director of the local vocal ensemble Florida Voices which received a stunning review by 
Richard Storm in the Sarasota Herald Tribune after their last concert. 
 
And special thanks to the dedicated winter residents who sing with the choir during their 
stay in Sarasota; we look forward to their return in the fall.  Karla Porter 

Youth News 
Busch Gardens Trip 
Several members of the youth group made a day trip to Busch Gardens with former youth minister Jamie Zehr, 
who was visiting from New York.  The group had a great day filled with various roller coaster rides and theme 
park attractions.  And the grandparents of Zoe (Fr. Chuck and Debbie) got to spend some quality time with their 
granddaughter with feet firmly planted on the ground. 

 
            Left to right: Chris Mann (chaperone), Jamie Zehr and Zoe (foreground), Philip Mann, Laura  
            Gutsche, Kiley Arbo, Lewis Plush (foreground), Jeremy Mann, Adam Perry, and Nick Gutsche  
 
 
Other Youth News:  
Interviews are currently taking place for our new youth minister.  Designated funding has been provided from 
within and outside the parish.  Please continue to pray that the Holy Spirit would guide us to the right person to 
continue this vital ministry in our parish family. 



Church of the Nativity 
5900 North Lockwood Ridge Rd. 
Sarasota, FL  34243-2523 

Thank You, Lord, for: 

Nonprofit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

Paid 
Manasota FL 
Permit #45 

Episcopal Church of the Nativity is located on Lockwood Ridge 
Road one block south of University Parkway.  Our telephone number 

is 941-355-3262, and our service times are as follows: 
 

Sundays 
7:30am Quiet Eucharist 

9:00am Traditional Eucharist 
10:00am Sunday School 
11:00am Praise Eucharist 

 
 Wednesdays 

10:00am Healing Eucharist 

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all to-
gether in one place.  Suddenly a sound like the blow-
ing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the  
whole house where they were sitting. Acts 2:1-2 
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May  Birthdays 

  1  Chris Youngs 
  4  Barb Falby 
  4  Fr. Gerry Bennett 
  5  Sally Sloman 
  6  Kathy Reynolds 
  7  Jan Chulock 
  7  Todd Read 
  8  Ina Turley 
  8  Judith Colie 
10  Margaret Murphy 
12  Donald Clark 
17  Alan Plush 
18  Samantha Lindfors 
23  Betty Ann Mostertz 
25  Maxine Vivian 
29  Ron Hurley 
29  Ken Lindfors   
31  Phyllis Gipson 
31  Theresa Wunderlich 
 

May  Anniversaries 

  3  Walt and Betty Irvine 
  4  Ed and Carole Patrylow 
  5  Ron and Nancy Hurley 
  5  Dick and Judy Neimeyer 
10  Cecil and Maxine Vivian 
20  Rick and Terri Teigland 
23  James and Jackie Ansboury 
 

 

Happy Mother’s Day! 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Golf League News 
Weekly golf scores for the preceding month are as 
follows: 

March 18: 31 (5 under par) was the best score this 
week.  Members of the team were Marguerite Hatfield, 
Walt Irvine, Mark Peelor, and Dick Berg. 

March 25: 3 under par 33 won this week’s event.  
However, it took 4 playoff holes to decide the champs.  
The foursome of Lora Salt, Fr. Chuck Mann, John 
Lukac and Karl Miller were declared winners. 

April 1:  Golf was cancelled this week due to the 
Annual Duluth, MN Golf Tournament. 

April 8:  24 players participated today.  A very fine 4 
under 32 was fashioned by Donna Pleva, Brian Bain, 
Ron Hurley and Walt Irvine to claim the top shot. 

Dick Berg 
 
 

ECW CALENDAR REMINDERS 
   
May 10:  10:30am Mothers and Others   
             Brunch with guest speaker from  
  Resurrection  House.  
 

 



Nativity-May 2008 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 GIFTS FROM GOD 
MINISTRIES 4TH 
SUNDAY EACH 
MONTH AT 2:30PM* 
 

  1 
7:00pm Choir 
Practice 

2 
5:30pm Toastmasters 

3 

4 
7:30am Eucharist 
9am  Trad. Eucharist 
10am  Sun. School 
11am  Praise Eucharist 
5pm  Youth Group 

5 
1pm  Bridge 
7pm  Praise Team  
           Practice 
                   

6 
1:30pm  Golf League 
 
VOTING TODAY 

7 
10am Healing Eucharist 
10:30 Bandage Brigade 
 7:00pm  Men & 
Women’s Bible Study 

8 
7:00pm Choir 
Practice 
 

9 
5:30pm Toastmasters 

10 
10:30am  Mother’s & 
Others Brunch 
12:00pm  Nativity Golf 
Tournament at Rolling 
Green 

11**Pentecost 
7:30am Eucharist 
9am  Trad. Eucharist 
10am  Sun. School 
11am  Praise Eucharist 
5pm  Youth Group  

12     
 1pm  Bridge 
7pm  Praise Team  
           Practice  
                 

13 
1:30pm  Golf League 
  

14 
10am Healing Eucharist 
10:30 Bandage Brigade 
 7:00pm  Men & 
Women’s Bible Study 

15 
7:00pm Choir 
Practice 
 
 

16 
5:30pm Toastmasters 

17 
 

18 Trinity Sunday 
7:30am Eucharist 
9am  Trad. Eucharist 
10am  Sun. School 
11am  Praise Eucharist 
5pm  Youth Group  

19 
1pm  Bridge 
7pm  Praise Team  
           Practice 
                 

20 
1:30pm  Golf League 
 

21 
10am Healing Eucharist 
10:30 Bandage Brigade 
7:00pm  Men & Women’s          
Bible Study 

22 
 

23 
5:30pm Toastmasters 

24 
 

25* 
7:30am  Eucharist 
9am  Trad. Eucharist 
10am  Sun. School 
11am  Praise Eucharist 
5pm  Youth Group  

26   
Office Closed 
 
MEMORIAL DAY 
               

27 
1:30pm  Golf League 
 

28 
10am Healing Eucharist 
10:30 Bandage Brigade 
7:00pm  Men & Women’s 
Bible Study 
 

29 30 
5:30pm Toastmasters 

31 
 


