
Rector’s Reflections: 

Living in the Hope of Jesus 
 
“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, 
and you will strike his heel.” (Gen. 3:14 NIV) 
 I remember as I watched the movie The Passion of 
Christ this scene was dramatically portrayed as the foot of 
Jesus came sailing down on the head of the serpent.  It was a 
very visible picture of the victory that we have through Jesus 
our Lord.  This was probably the first recorded prophecy of 
the coming of the Messiah.  Mankind was living in perfect 
harmony with God who created them.  Imagine for a moment 
how that might have been.  No pain and suffering.  No greed, 
malice, or living in malcontent with others.  There is just you 
and all creation living in perfect harmony with one another.  
Kind of like what we think of heaven being like.  But then 
temptation comes along with words of greed and self 
centeredness.  You won’t die…you will be like God…you 
will know all that he knows.  Go ahead and eat.  Giving in in 
to that temptation changed the course of mankind.  However, 
with that first prophecy came the promise of a way back. 
 Life is a funny thing.  We don’t always understand 
it.  We don’t always know what it will bring.  But this we do 
know.  We are very special creatures.  From the time man 
and woman fell into sin God has been calling us back.  
Although there were consequences for the actions taken…
there is hope in our savior.  What a joy it is to live in the 
reality of what God has done for us through Jesus Christ.  
We are truly a blessed people to be able to experience the 
fullness and completeness of all that God has for us.  
However, too many times people take this wonderful gift and 
the opportunities God has given us for granted.   
 Family of God, we are entering a season where we 
celebrate the victory that Jesus had over all the sins that you 
and anyone else has ever committed.   We are entering a 
season where we recognize the truth of who Christ is and the 
victory that He has over death and the victory He has given 
us over eternal death.  This present age is a wonderful and 
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exciting age of living out a life filled in knowledge and love of 
the Lord.  I want to encourage you to be a conduit of that hope 
to others.  Let the light that shines from within you be so visible 
that others might see it and believe as well.  
 I pray that this Easter season, and every season, is filled 
with all the wonders and grace of who Christ is in your life.  I 

pray that all of you may be overjoyed with 
His life giving Spirit as you 
reach out to Him, pray to Him, 

sing to Him, and offer yourselves to Him in the fullness of who 
He is and the in  honor that is due to Him for what He has done 
for us.  May God richly bless you all. 
 

Your brother in Christ,  Fr. Chuck 
        

Youth Report 
Fr. Chuck 

As I reported to many of you at the annual meeting we are now at a 
unique and exciting place in our youth ministry.  It has been a very 
eventful year for our youth.  There was the NY mission trip that 
created an opportunity to work for Habitat, serve in a soup kitchen, 
and other community service projects.  There was Relay for Life, 
another community service project that benefits cancer research…a 
project that is continuing this year.  Both the NY trip and Relay will 
also earn the youth community service hours towards scholarships.  
There have also been fun things, like concerts at Rock the Universe, 
Winter Jam, the Newsboys Go Tour, and other outings.  And of 
course Youth Group nights on Sunday evenings when we gather for 
fellowship, fun, and study, as well as the Holy Grounds coffee house 
once a month.  All of this has been made possible through the 
commitment of many volunteers and parents.  And I want to thank 
them for making it all happen. 
 As you know our youth minister, Jamie, moved to NY after 
her marriage and that had left a void that I have tried to fill myself in 
the interim to keep going what was started.  We didn’t have the 
budget for a full-time person, although we did build into the budget a 
$5,000 commitment for 2008.  As only God can do, and has done so 
much for us, someone stepped forward, unsolicited, and wanted to 
provide some designated funding to that effort.  In addition I made 
some calls to some outside sources that I knew and as a result another 
sizeable contribution was made.  The first installment was received 
last week.  Both these contributions will be renewed for three years.  
Combined with our budgeted amount we now have $30,000 to pursue 
a youth minister.  This is still not enough for a full-time person but 
having talked to the diocesan office, it is enough to put together a 
creative package for a part-time person who can build this ministry 
into a full-time position.  So I am pleased to announce that I am now 
actively in the search for another youth minister for this parish.  This 
person will be well qualified and experienced in church youth 
ministry and in building a program.  Please continue to pray for our 
youth and this next step in the process. 
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What an outstanding start! An unanimous 
vote from our vestry for me to address the 
goals we didn’t make last year and to work on 
the challenges of this year.  For those of you 
who don’t know me, I’m that tall fella with 
the crew cut that many Sunday mornings 
greets you outside our parish doors.  Now, 
onto stewardship.  My boss, Bob Hines our 
Treasurer, will continue to monitor our 
weekly income.  I will be given the challenge 
of working on the pledges and hopefully hav-
ing them equal or pass the amount of the 
budget that was approved last week.  Posted 
on our bulletin board you will see the teams 
that have graciously joined me.  Team 1:  to 
go out and see everyone; Team 2:   to be our 
(my) eyes and ears for constructive com-
ments; and Team 3:   to generate any and all 
ideas on where we can make additional 
money aside from the plate offerings.  If you 
think any of these might move you, feel free 
to call me or have a side discussion with me 
Sunday.  I welcome all conversation and com-
ments as I look at myself as a rookie who can 
only learn more from your input.  Thank you 
all for your help, support, comments and trust. 
Respectfully, Rich   
rich_zang@yahoo.com or 545-4823 

We are pleased to report that Richard Zang 
has volunteered to become stewardship coor-
dinator for Church of the Nativity.  Rich has 
previously served as head of finance at a Lu-
theran Church in Annapolis, MD, where he 
was also part of their stewardship team.  Rich 
spent many years as a corporate planner for 
Chase Manhattan Bank and has worked with 
other Fortune 500 companies as well.  Later, 
he began his own firm where he specialized in 
estate planning and investment counseling, 
until his recent retirement.  Over the next cou-
ple of weeks, Rich will be busy putting to-
gether a couple of teams to work with him in 
this very important yearlong task.  Please 
keep Rich, his teams, and their work, which is 
vital to our community, in your prayers. 
 
Bob Hines, Treasurer 

WELLNESS SEMINAR 
To avoid meeting in Holy Week, the next Wellness Seminar will be held on the second Tuesday 
of the month, March 11 in the parish hall.  Due to a scheduling conflict, the seminar will be at 
2:00 p.m. instead of the usual morning time.  The topic will revolve around grief and loss is-
sues, both during a loved one’s terminal illness and after death.  The speaker will be the Rev. 
Dana Narring, Communications Director for Churches at Tidewell Hospice and Palliative Care.  
His talk will include a slide presentation and information about the many aspects of Hospice.  
Hospice offers much more than terminal care for dying patients; it offers emotional support and 
assistance for families as well as informative educational programs for the community. 
Nicki Vance 
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WHY PRAYER? 

IT WORKS FOR ME 

 
PRAYER 
 
Is wireless communication: 
No mechanical or electrical equipment needed 
 No buttons to push 
 No recorded messages 
 No busy signal 
 No static 
 No short circuits 
 No outages from national disasters 
 Instant connection 
No contract to sign 
 No cap 
 No monthly fee 
 No line charge 
 No taxes 
No governmental regulation or interference 
 No eavesdropping 
Never put on hold 
Always received 
 
IT’S FREE! 

 
  
 June Hanley 

PLEASE HELP! 

 
Our Altar Guild needs helping hands badly and soon. 
 
If any of you ladies and men out there are looking for 
something to do for Church of the Nativity, this is it.  A 
very rewarding job, indeed. 
 
Please call the church office and give Elly your name, 
and one of us with the Altar Guild will get in touch 
with you. 
 
Thank you.  We pray that you will call. 
Joan Combs 
 
 

HELP WANTED 
Periodically, there are parishioners who can no longer 
drive who need a ride to a doctor’s appointment or to 
the grocery store or to church.  To meet this need, 
many people in our congregation have volunteered to 
be on a call list - but we can sue some more help with 
this.  Also, occasionally we discover people who would 
be helped by receiving a meal.  If you are willing to be 
contacted to help with any of these needs, please call 
Helen at 955-8124, or let Elly know in the church of-
fice. 
 
And don’t forget to volunteer to help at coffee hour by 
signing up on the One Stop Sign Up Shop bulletin 
board near the parish hall.  We appreciate you for all 
you do. 

WHAT ARE THOSE PEOPLE DOING IN THE TRANSEPT? 

 

During the Eucharist, there are teams of prayer ministers standing in back of the transepts 

to pray with you about anything that is on your heart.  Some people ask prayer for their own or 
someone else’s healing, physical or emotional.  Some people come for prayer to renew their 
relationship with God.  Others ask prayer for a broken relationship, or a problem at work, or a 
need to to find a job, or . . .or . . . .  There’s nothing we won’t pray for.  And it is all confidential 
between you and the ministers….and, of course, a loving God who wants to touch those areas 
of your life. 
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.Outreach Haiti  
Spring 2008 

 Haiti has found its way into our local 
press recently with news of its people latest 
dietary solution. Many of them have been so 
short of normal food that they have turned to 
making cookies out of clay, just to fill the emp-
tiness of their stomachs.  One location which 
cares for children, can only manage to feed 
them twice a week and pray for the time when 
they can feed them ever day. 
 At Nativity, the Bandage Brigade helps 
in a material way in supplying rolled bandages 
made from laundered sheets no longer suitable 
for patient use.  These bandages go to one of 
Haiti’s hospitals.  Last Spring we took on more 
responsibility by supplying children’s clothing 
for the ages 4 to 14 and also baby needs con-
sisting of diapers, cot sheets and blankets, all 
made by our small team.  Other good quality 
clothing was also received and included in our 
effort. 
 Once again, the team is busy making 
clothing, diapers and blankets and request ad-
ditional help to raise funds to purchase more 
materials.  A collection box will be place at 
hand over the coming weeks so that when we 
again drive over to Lake Worth in April, we 
will have a car full of very important and 
meaningful gifts to ease the suffering of these 
most unfortunate people.  As each item is dis-
tributed they will know that there are still peo-
ple in the world who care.  Please give so gen-
erously that it becomes a sacrifice ~ and share 
this special answer to prayer. 
 Mother Theresa said, “I have found the 
paradox that if I love until it hurts, then there 
is no more hurt, only more love.” 
 
Thank you,    Les and Edith Shepherd 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
READ THIS (ABOUT BOOKS)!! 

 
 I recently realized that not everyone at Na-
tivity knows what the Church Periodical Club’s role 
is in the church.  I forget that we have new folks 
joining us and it’s good to up-date them on our 
various goings on.  Anyway, by this time the An-
nual Book Sale is history as is the Ingathering Sun-
day.   Let me tell you what happens to the monies 
from these events. 
 First….all CPC funds stay in our Diocese, 
with our own parish allowed to keep one half. At 
Nativity, we usually give a donation to the Chap-
laincy at Manatee Community College.  Addition-
ally, following the Wellness Seminar on Dementia 
in January, I purchased a copy of The 36 Hour 
Day, (often called Alzheimer’s Bible,) for  loan in 
our library.  And Karla has purchased some new 
music folders for the choir.  

In the past, some of our very own colle-
gians and seminarians have received money from  
the diocesan  fund  to  help  with book bills, which 
we all know are terribly expensive these days. 

In 2007, 49 college students and 1 semi-
narian  were  awarded  $125  each  for a total of 
$6,250.00.  If you are or know of a student who 
could use some financial help, speak to me or Elly 
who will forward your name to me. 
 And the MOP (Mile of Pennies) fund….you 
know, in the red basket by the back door of the 
parish hall…..proceeds are sent to NYC where 
grants are provided all over the world for the book 
needs of kids from kindergarten thru high school. 
Recently, 
St. Wilfred’s in Sarasota received a grant to pur-
chase Sunday School material.  Interestingly, a 
MOP grant cannot exceed $844.80, the total of 
pennies in one mile.  
  So, I hope you found a good read at the 
Book Sale and thanks for your continued support of 
these missionary projects.                 
    -Liz Stoner 
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God StoriesGod StoriesGod StoriesGod Stories 
 
 

God Stories. We all have them; times when God 
has moved in response to prayer or ‘shown up’ in 
our lives in unexpected ways to change our direc-
tion or help us out. With this issue we would like to 
begin a column in Tidings in which we can share 
our stories. They can be old stories or yesterday’s 
stories, spectacular stories or every day stories. 
You can share more than one. If we collect a lot of 
stories, who knows? Maybe we’ll put together a 
book of Nativity God Stories! Here’s one from me, 
to start the ball rolling. 
 
In 1970, driving home from Sarasota to New Jersey 
where they lived, my parents were hit by a drunken 
driver in Florence, S.C. My mother was killed in-
stantly. My father ended up in the hospital with a 
collapsed lung, a broken pelvis and many broken 
bones. He spent 5 weeks in intensive care on a res-
pirator.  
 
I, of course, flew to Florence to be with him, know-
ing no one there. My church in Cincinnati and a 
convent of Episcopal nuns that I worked with im-
mediately began to pray. A friend also called Trin-
ity Episcopal School for Ministry to ask for prayer. 
The seminary called one of their graduates who 
lived about 30 miles up the road from Florence, 
and he called the local priest in Florence. The sec-
ond day at the hospital I was paged.  There in the 
lobby  was the wife of the priest of the local Church 
who invited me to stay in a room in their home. 
Loner that I am, I declined, but I did mention to her 
that I thought I might try to find an apartment to 
rent, rather than continue to stay in a motel. 
 
The next day she was in the lobby again, waiting 
for me. She said that she had begun to tell my story 
to her hairdresser that day. The woman in the next 
chair, an Episcopalian from the same church, over-
heard it. Without a moment’s thought she said: “I 
have a one room efficiency apartment in my house 
that is vacant and Helen can stay in it.” This 
woman lived in a wonderful, safe, residential area, 
and she introduced me to her neighbors. Between 
her and the church, I never felt alone. My new 
neighbors periodically brought me strawberries 

they had picked, and even stealthily put a May bas-
ket on my door – something I had never experi- 
enced! The priest of the church, learning that my 
mother’s funeral was taking place back in New 
Jersey and I couldn’t leave my father to go, invited 
me to come to a small Eucharist he planned for me 
at the same time my mother’s funeral was taking 
place. And, best of all, my father recovered enough 
after 5 weeks to go back home. 
 
Several months later when I was visiting my father 
in his home in New Jersey, he asked me to tell him 
about that time he spent in the hospital. He said he 
only remembered two things from that whole pe-
riod. First, he remembered that the day that I told  
him that Mother had died I had also told him that I 
really needed him to live. And second, he remem-
bered the day 2 weeks later when I came in right 
before he was to have an operation to set a bone. 
He had had a seizure the night before and he was 
really agitated. He remembered that I had told him 
that he needed to pray with me to give his life to 
Christ and ask for peace. And he, though still un-
able to speak out loud because of the respirator, 
had prayed internally with me and received Christ! 
I did not know that until he spoke of it months later 
as being one of the two things he remembered from 
those 5 weeks of hospitalization. 
 
 In difficult circumstances, God really is “able to 
do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or 
think…” (Eph. 3. 20)  
 
So, send in your stories and let us celebrate God’s 
goodness and power in our lives. If writing isn’t 
your thing share it with me verbally and I’ll write it 
for you, reading it back to you before it gets pub-
lished.  Helen Collins: 955-8124 
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MARGARET MOREY’S STORY 
 

 In 1944, Harry Morey was a navigator in the air force.  They did not 
have radar as they have today.  He was stationed in Guam in the South Pacific.  
They were flying bombing missions over Tokyo.  This was prior to the atomic 
bomb.  The navigator’s job was to “shoot the stars” with a telescope to get a fix 
on the stars in order to figure out where the plane was.  If the night was clear, 
that was easy; but if it was a cloudy night and there were no stars visible, you 

could easily get lost. 
 Suddenly one night, the plane was bouncing all over the sky and Harry realized they 
were flying through a typhoon.  They were unable to see anything.  The clouds continued so 
heavy and the wind so strong that all he could do was pray.  A few minutes after he finished 
praying, the heavens opened up and the wind subsided just long enough for him to get a fix on 
their position.  He realized they had to reverse directions!  Five hours later, they arrive safely at 
the base. 
 Harry was 19 years old when this occurred.  This incident solidified his faith in God and 
was foundational for his life. 
             
 
 
 

CAR WASH AND YARD SALE 
 
 On Saturday, March 15, there will be a car wash and yard 
sale at Church of the Nativity from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  All 
proceeds will benefit Relay for Life.  If you would like to donate any 
items for the yard sale, please leave them in the Youth Office.  If 
you would like to help with the event, please see Terri or Jeannine. 

 

 

            

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE EASTER FAMILY FUN DAY 
 On Saturday, March 22, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. we will 
have light snacks, crafts, games and an egg hunt. 
 Everyone is invited ~ children, moms, dads, grandmas, grand-

pas, etc., etc.  You can help[ by taking a blue “help” 
slip off the children’s bulletin board 
 
If you have any questions, please call 
Jeannine Martin 



Church of the Nativity 
5900 North Lockwood Ridge Rd. 
Sarasota, FL  34243-2523 

Thank You, Lord, for: 

Episcopal Church of the Nativity is 
located on Lockwood Ridge Road one block south of  

University Parkway.  Our telephone number is 941-355-3262, 

Holy Week at NativityHoly Week at NativityHoly Week at NativityHoly Week at Nativity    
PALM SUNDAY   

 7:30 Quiet, 9:00 am Traditional, 11:00am Contemporary 

WEDNESDAY, March 19 

Healing Holy Eucharist 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

7:00pm  Foot Washing and Stripping of the Altar  

GOOD FRIDAY 

Noon and 7:00pm  Stations of the Cross 
HOLY SATURDAY 7:00pm The Great Vigil 
EASTER 7:30am, 9:00am and 11:00am 

Nonprofit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage  

Paid 
Manasota FL 
Permit #45 
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March  Birthdays 

  1  Warren Hill 
  2  Elizabeth Mottram 
  3  Susan Thomas 
  9  Eileen DuBartell 
11  Ralph Alee 
13  Richard Zang 
13  Terri Teigland 
14  Gene Olsen 
15  Jessica Owens 
19  Faye Robertson 
19  Joan Baum 
19  Laura Keys 
21  Dick Wernick 
24  Michael Sailer 
25  Arthur Riley 
25  Lois Toepper 
26  Vanessa Hagerman 
29  Gerry Morrissey 
31  Stacey Lewis 
 
 
 

 

     THE LORD IS RISEN! 

 

ALLELUIA!  ALLELUIA!  

Golf League News 
Weekly golf scores for the preceding month are as 

follows: 

January 15:  The New Year found Fr. Chuck Mann’s 
team winning in a 2 hole playoff with 34.  Other 
members of the group included Lora Salt, Jack 

O’Reilly and Dick Berg. 

January 22:  All teams finished even par or better.  
After tying at 3 under 33, the foursome of Donna 
Pleva, Bob Moorman, Karl Miller & Mark Peelor 

were declared champs this week in a one hole playoff. 

January 29: On a beautiful, but very windy day, the 
quartet of Donna Pleva, Karl Miller, Bob Moorman & 

Mark Peelor scored 33 to defend their championship. 

February 5:  The defending champions from the last 
2 weeks (as above) did it again with the same winning 

score of 33. 

Dick Berg 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  THE 11TH ANNUAL 

NATIVITY GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP WILL BE 

PLAYED ON SATURDAY, MAY 9TH. 

 
SIGN UP SHEETS WILL BE PUT UP IN EARLY 

MARCH! 

ECW EVENTS 
March 14: 9:00 a.m. - Leave for South East Guide 

  Dog Tour in Parrish and then a Dutch  
  Treat Lunch at a mystery location.   
  Don’t miss out on this fun fellowship  
  event.  We’ll carpool.  Men are invited. 
March 15: 10:00 a.m. - Palm Cross making at church.  
  Even if you’ve never done this, please come 
  and help.  It’s easy and there’s always great 
  camaraderie (plus coffee & goodies). 
March 16: All services - Palm Sunday Bake Sale.  
  Bring a goodie & go home with someone 
  else’s! 
March 25: tba—Annual Deanery Meeting at St.  

  Wilfred’s 

March 30: 6:30 p.m. - Bunco & Games Night with 
  Strawberries & Ice Cream in fellowship  
  room. 



Nativity-March 2008 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
     1 

2 

7:30am  Eucharist 

9am  Trad. Eucharist 

10am Sun. School 

11am  Praise Eucharist 

5pm Youth Group 

3 

1pm  Bridge 

7pm  Praise Team  

           Practice  

 

4 

2:30pm  Golf League 

 

6:00PM SOUP/SALAD 

LENTEN STUDY 

 

5   

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:40am Bandage Rolling 

7pm  Men’s & Women’s 

Bible Studies 

6 

7pm Choir 

 

7 

DON FRANCISCO 

CONCERT 

7PM 

8 

DON FRANCISCO 

CONCERT 

7PM 

 

9**  

7:30am Eucharist 

9am  Trad. Eucharist 

10am  Sun. School 

11am  Praise Eucharist 

5pm  Youth Group  

10 

 1pm  Bridge 

7pm  Praise Team  

           Practice  

7pm Vestry 

11 

2:00pm WELLNESS 

SEMINAR 

2:30pm  Golf League 

6:00PM SOUP/SALAD 

LENTEN STUDY 

12 

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:40am Bandage Rolling 

7pm  Men’s & Women’s 

Bible Studies 

13 

7pm Choir 

 

 

 

 

14 

9am  South East Guide 

Dog Facility Tour 

 

 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

15 

8:30  Car Wash & 

Yard Sale 

10am  Palm Cross 

Making 

16 ***  

PALM SUNDAY 

7:30am  Eucharist 

9am  Trad. Eucharist 

10am  Sun. School 

11am  Praise Eucharist 

17 

1pm  Bridge 

7pm  Praise Team  

           Practice 

 

St. Patrick’s Day 

18 

2:30pm  Golf League 

 

6:00PM SOUP/SALAD 

LENTEN STUDY 

 

19 

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:40am Bandage Rolling 

7pm  Men’s & Women’s 

Bible Studies 

20   
MAUNDY 
THURSDAY 

 

5:45pm Choir 

7pm  Service 

21   
GOOD FRIDAY 
12:00pm Service 
7:00pm Service 

 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

22   
HOLY SATURDAY 
1pm  
Easter Family Fun  

 

7pm  Easter Vigil  

23*  EASTER 
SUNDAY 

7:30am  Eucharist 

9am  Trad. Eucharist 

10am  Sun. School 

11am  Praise Eucharist 

24 

1pm  Bridge 

7pm  Praise Team  

           Practice 

25 

ECW Annual  

DEANERY MEETING 

at St. Wilfred’s 

2:30pm  Golf League 

26 

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:40am Bandage Rolling 

7pm  Men’s & Women’s 

Bible Studies 

27 
7pm Choir 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
5:30pm Toastmasters 
 

29 

30  FRIENDSHIP 
SUNDAY 10:00AM  
One service followed 
by Pot Luck 
 
6:30pm  Bunco Night 

 DAUGHTERS OF 
THE KING 2ND 
SUNDAY EACH 
MONTH AT 
12:30PM** 

GIFTS FROM GOD 
MINISTRIES 4TH 
SUNDAY EACH 
MONTH* 2:30PM 

PALM SUNDAY 
BAKE SALE 
AFTER ALL 
SERVICES*** 

  


