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“And | will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head,

Jesus Christ, and you will strike his heel.”
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STEW/ DSHIP
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WHY PRAYER?
IT WORKS FOR ME
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PLEASE HELP!
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WHAT ARE THOSE PEOPLE DOING IN THE TRANSEPT?
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Outreach Haiti
Spring 2008

Haiti has found its way into our local
press recently with news of its people latest
dietary solution. Many of them have been so
short of normal food that they have turned to
making cookies out of clay, just to fill the emp-
tiness of their stomachs. One location which
cares for children, can only manage to feed
them twice a week and pray for the time when
they can feed them ever day.

At Nativity, the Bandage Brigade helps
in a material way in supplying rolled bandages
made from laundered sheets no longer suitable
for patient use. These bandages go to one of
Haiti’s hospitals. Last Spring we took on more
responsibility by supplying children’s clothing
for the ages 4 to 14 and also baby needs con-
sisting of diapers, cot sheets and blankets, all
made by our small team. Other good quality
clothing was also received and included in our
effort.

Once again, the team is busy making
clothing, diapers and blankets and request ad-
ditional help to raise funds to purchase more
materials. A collection box will be place at
hand over the coming weeks so that when we
again drive over to Lake Worth in April, we
will have a car full of very important and
meaningful gifts to ease the suffering of these
most unfortunate people. As each item is dis-
tributed they will know that there are still peo-
ple in the world who care. Please give so gen-
erously that it becomes a sacrifice ~ and share
this special answer to prayer.

Mother Theresa said, “I have found the
paradox that if I love until it hurts, then there
is no more hurt, only more love.”

Thank you, Les and Edith Shepherd

READ THIS (ABOUT BOOKS)!!

| recently realized that not everyone at Na-
tivity knows what the Church Periodical Club’s role
is in the church. | forget that we have new folks
joining us and it's good to up-date them on our
various goings on. Anyway, by this time the An-
nual Book Sale is history as is the Ingathering Sun-
day. Let me tell you what happens to the monies
from these events.

First....all CPC funds stay in our Diocese,
with our own parish allowed to keep one half. At
Nativity, we usually give a donation to the Chap-
laincy at Manatee Community College. Addition-
ally, following the Wellness Seminar on Dementia
in January, | purchased a copy of The 36 Hour
Day, (often called Alzheimer’s Bible,) for loan in
our library. And Karla has purchased some new
music folders for the choir.

In the past, some of our very own colle-
gians and seminarians have received money from
the diocesan fund to help with book bills, which
we all know are terribly expensive these days.

In 2007, 49 college students and 1 semi-
narian were awarded $125 each for a total of
$6,250.00. If you are or know of a student who
could use some financial help, speak to me or Elly
who will forward your name to me.

And the MOP (Mile of Pennies) fund....you

know, in the red basket by the back door of the
parish hall.....proceeds are sent to NYC where
grants are provided all over the world for the book
needs of kids from kindergarten thru high school.
Recently,
St. Wilfred’'s in Sarasota received a grant to pur-
chase Sunday School material. Interestingly, a
MOP grant cannot exceed $844.80, the total of
pennies in one mile.

So, | hope you found a good read at the
Book Sale and thanks for your continued support of
these missionary projects.

-Liz Stoner
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God Stories
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In 1970, driving home from Sarasota to New Jersey
where they lived, my parents were hit by a drunken
driver in Florence, S.C. My mother was killed in-
stantly. My father ended up in the hospital with a
collapsed lung, a broken pelvis and many broken
bones. He spent 5 weeks in intensive care on a res-
pirator.

I, of course, flew to Florence to be with him, know-
ing no one there. My church in Cincinnati and a
convent of Episcopal nuns that | worked with im-
mediately began to pray. A friend also called Trin-
ity Episcopal School for Ministry to ask for prayer.
The seminary called one of their graduates who
lived about 30 miles up the road from Florence,
and he called the local priest in Florence. The sec-
ond day at the hospital | was paged. There in the
lobby was the wife of the priest of the local Church
who invited me to stay in a room in their home.
Loner that | am, | declined, but | did mention to her
that | thought | might try to find an apartment to
rent, rather than continue to stay in a motel.

The next day she was in the lobby again, waiting
for me. She said that she had begun to tell my story
to her hairdresser that day. The woman in the next
chair, an Episcopalian from the same church, over-
heard it. Without a moment’s thought she said: “I
have a one room efficiency apartment in my house
that is vacant and Helen can stay in it.”” This
woman lived in a wonderful, safe, residential area,
and she introduced me to her neighbors. Between
her and the church, I never felt alone. My new
neighbors periodically brought me strawberries

they had picked, and even stealthily put a May bas-
ket on my door — something | had never experi-
enced! The priest of the church, learning that my
mother’s funeral was taking place back in New
Jersey and | couldn’t leave my father to go, invited
me to come to a small Eucharist he planned for me
at the same time my mother’s funeral was taking
place. And, best of all, my father recovered enough
after 5 weeks to go back home.

Several months later when | was visiting my father
in his home in New Jersey, he asked me to tell him
about that time he spent in the hospital. He said he
only remembered two things from that whole pe-
riod. First, he remembered that the day that | told
him that Mother had died | had also told him that |
really needed him to live. And second, he remem-
bered the day 2 weeks later when | came in right
before he was to have an operation to set a bone.
He had had a seizure the night before and he was
really agitated. He remembered that | had told him
that he needed to pray with me to give his life to
Christ and ask for peace. And he, though still un-
able to speak out loud because of the respirator,
had prayed internally with me and received Christ!
I did not know that until he spoke of it months later
as being one of the two things he remembered from
those 5 weeks of hospitalization.

In difficult circumstances, God really is “able to
do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or
think...”” (Eph. 3. 20)
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MARGARET MOREY’S STORY

H % $
! 71 0
$& %
$ ( K L 4
TR
B 1 ! !
I
71 v P & - 5
R $ ! "% ! !
! 1 !

1 1 (1 " 1 4

5 AO !
H ! $

CAR WASH AND YARD SALE

G 71 "% <'
31 ? = > == 1
8 # 11 &
+1 G
Lo g $

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE EASTER FAMILY FUN DAY

On Saturday, March 22, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. we will

have light snacks, crafts, games and an egg hunt.

Everyone is invited ~ children, moms, dads, grandmas, grand-
pas, etc., etc. You can help[ by taking a blue “help”
slip off the children’s bulletin board

o,

® Y .
/ IT you have any questions, please call
#  Jeannine Martin
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Holy Week at Nativity
PALM SUNDAY
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March Birthdays ECW EVENTS
March 14: 9:00 a.m. - Leave for South East Guide
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THE LORD IS RISEN! Dick Berg
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! THE 11TH ANNUAL
ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! NATIVITY GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP WILL BE

PLAYED ON SATURDAY, MAY 9TH.

SIGN UP SHEETS WILL BE PUT UP IN EARLY
MARCH!
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