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Rector’s Reflections:

Connecting the Dots by God’s

Hand...

I briefly shared some of this story in a sermon once. But
recent events have stirred it in my heart again...

Two years ago I

was officiating at the wedding of the

daughter of my college roommate who lives here in Sarasota.
I was in conversation with a relative of my friend and he
asked if I have ever connected the dots in my life to see how
God has orchestrated my life and made things happen. It
really goes beyond coincidences...God really does have his

finger on our life.

That was so intriguing to me. [ had

certainly looked at surface issues over the years...but
nothing really deep. So, I began to do it. Since our
conversation was on marriage I sat down and traced a few
things...centering on how The Holy Spirit brought my wife

into my life.

For me the dots went kind of like this...and I am going to
add a few for a special event coming our way. I surrendered
my life to Christ at age 22 while a senior at USF...May,

1976 to be exact.

(DOT) A couple of months later I was

washing my car out in front of my apartment. A male jogger
stopped to ask for a drink of water. I said sure. (DOT)
Unbeknown to me at that time, this was the Asst. to the Vice
President of Student Affairs at USF. We went up to my
apartment...he saw a book on my table by Oral Roberts. He
became instantly convicted as he was in the first graduating
class of ORU. Through that encounter he rededicated his life
back to Christ as he had fallen away (not by anything I said
but by what the Holy Spirit was doing in his life). (DOT) He
started a college student Bible study...and invited me to
attend. He encouraged us to go to a student lunch at the on-
campus Baptist Campus Ministry on Thursday to meet other

Christian students.
lady who walked
Debbie. (DOT)

(DOT) That is where I met this young
in...and who later became my wife...
Eight months later we were officially
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engaged. During this time, that same jogger, through his position at
the university, started inviting Christian musicians to come on campus
to sing. Two of those are still making music today. One is a group,
called Petra - Christian rock band. Another musician was an
individual. His music style was more folk oriented...similar to John
Denver and others. He was Don Francisco. (DOT) Don came back a
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couple of times so our little group had gotten
to know him a bit. In fact he
offered at the time to sing at our
wedding. But restrictions at Debbie’s home parish prevented outside
musicians at the time.

Fast forward 30 years and I was on the internet a few months ago and
just happened to come by the website of Don Francisco. (DOT)
“Wow! I thought.” He is still making music and doing concerts. My
initial thought was wouldn’t it be nice if he could come to us and do a
concert. Because it appeared from his website that this is the kind of
concerts he conducts...in churches all over the country and overseas.
When I mentioned the thought to the vestry it turns out others have
also been deeply touched by his music. (DOT) So the vestry got
excited about it as well. Then God worked out some pretty fantastic
ways to make it all come together...by other individuals who have
been blessed by the music of Don Francisco. (DOT) When God
works things out like this I know something good is going to come
from it. God is going to do something with this. Lives will be
touched through these concerts. People will hear the Word of God in
music.

There are all kinds of other DOT’s in my life and yours...because,
you see, in Christ we are all connected by the Holy Spirit who makes
things happen in our lives and in the lives of those around us. You
too, whether you know it or not, have many dots that can be
connected to how the Holy Spirit has worked and is working in your
life. 1 want to tell you things like that don’t just happen...they are
God orchestrated. I encourage you as we begin this new year together
that you seek all that Jesus has for you. I’m not much on resolutions,
but each year I do ask our Lord...help me to be a better witness for
You. Help me to grow more and more in You. I pray that He will do
the same for you...and that you will see how he connects the dots in
your life to the movement of His Spirit.

I want to thank every one of you for your faithfulness to this ministry.
I hope as we continue this journey together that you will be richly

blessed by His presence in your life.

Blessings in our Lord and Savior,
Fr. Chuck

page 2



B&BTime

February 24, 2008

It's true confession time. Last month, | lied! Well,
it really was quite inadvertent, but | you there would
be no Book Sale for the Church Periodical Club this
year.

And now, I've changed my mind (still a woman's prerogative, isn't it?)

We will indeed have a Bring a Book, Buy a Book Sale the last week in
February, beginning February 24.

Please plan to bring your books in the two weeks before the 24th.
(There will be boxes marked "Books" to receive your recyclables on the
"pews" in the Parish Hall.) All sorts of books are welcome....except very
old or very beat-up tomes.

Sunday, February 24, will also be CPC Ingathering Day when there will
be a special offering at all services that day.

So, finish reading the current book you have and bring your contribu-
tions to the annual B. & B. Sale.

-Liz Stoner

P. S. December was a great month for the Mile of Pennies Fund. Next
month I'll report on the year's total! Keep up the good work!

Not Just Another Pretty Bridge Group...

or — Bet you don't know this!
The next time you see one of our stalwart Monday Bridge Group players, be sure
to give him or her a big Thumbs Up. Since its inception, the Bridge Group has

been making regular donations designated for the Building Fund. At this writing,
the total is now $941 and heading for $1,000.

Congratulations Bridge Group and thanks for your efforts!!

Submitted by the Financial Administrator
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Nativity members contributed to several Outreach ministries this past Christmas sea-
son. Approximately 87 shoeboxes were delivered to Operation Christmas Child.
These gift boxes went to children who live in impoverished countries. Another sixty
gifts went to Adopt-a-Families—two families in Sarasota County, each with three
children, and one Manatee County family with six children. Finally another sixty pre- / _\ -
sents went to nursing home residents at Life Care Center of Sarasota. Thank you all pHE————=C24
for your support of these missions. It was heart-warming to see, and the recipients
were very appreciative.

Praise to our Nativity Family also for the success of our after Thanksgiving “Bakeless Bake Sale” and
the pancake breakfast with pictures taken at the Nativity Manger. The funds raised totaled the exact
amount of money needed for the Publix gift cards given to our three Adopt-a-Families. God is Awe-
some.

Our gift wrap party was a merry event. Many folks came “and helped in so many ways.” It was great to
see the enthusiasm. And the gifts looked lovely. YOUR ECW

“Music to | ive Bg”

= ,
Don . rancisco

]n concert

(Church of the Nativitg
T wo nights! T wo different concerts!
March 7 and March 8
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WELLNESS MINISTRY

AGING

Did you know that thinning hair, body parts that give in to

gravity and joints that creak are signs of aging? Did you know

that sugar may have something to do with it? It occurs when

too many sugar molecules (glucose) float around in your blood and attach to pro-
tein molecules, diminishing their effectiveness and cause inflammation. Some
people have insulin resistance (from type 2 diabetes or from being overweight)
and insulin can't get all the glucose into your cells to effectively metabolize into
energy. Glucose also affects the collagen in your skin and joints so they become
less elastic, which can lead to wrinkles, joint problems and arthritis. So what can
we do about it? For a start, reduce the sugar in your diet; eat more fruits and veg-
gies, complex carbs from whole grains and fewer simple sugars and processed
foods. Get your blood pressure under control and exercise!

DEMENTIA

Our first wellness seminar will be January 15th from 10 a.m. to 11

a.m. We will meet in the library. Coftee and a snack will be served at 9:45 in the
parish hall. Our speaker is Pam Polowski, who is a program specialist for the
Sarasota/Manatee office of the Alzheimers Association. She got her training in
New England and has a medical background. She will speak to us about the signs
and kinds of dementia; medications available; legal issues; care givers needs; help
available, and will have time for personal questions at the end of her presenta-
tion. Please encourage your friends to come. We hope to extend this beyond the
parish to our greater Sarasota/Bradenton community. This informational time isn't
just for senior citizens. Young folks are having to deal with this with aging par-
ents and loved ones as well.

Put February 19th on your calendar for our next Wellness program, "Planning
Ahead" will be the topic. More in next months Tidings.
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ON WITH THE SHOW....

Don"t forget the Family Night on Saturday, January,26°AT 6:00 pm in
the Parish Hall; we will have dinner and showcase Nativity's wealth of
singers, dancers, actors speakers, craftspeople syouname it..we have
it!!

Talent Sign-up sheet is on the One Stop Sign-up”Shoep board\along
with an "Audience" sign-up sheet so we know how many are=coming for

dinner. We had a great time last year so don"t miss it.
BE THERE OR BE SQUARE!!!
See me if you have questions— Karla Porter

F

|

<L

CQ» Mark your calendars!
g Shrove Tuesday

Pancake Supper -
Tuesday, February 5, 2008
Sponsored by the Youth Group to raise funds for

American Cancer Society’s “Relay for Life.”
5:30-7:30pm
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January Birthdays

Walter Irvine
Michael Searcy
Sharon Simington
Jim Sheffer
Jim Murphy
Nicki Coffaro

9 Allison Lindfors
11 Fr. Chuck Mann
11 Jon Wunderlich
12 George Bispham
12 Vincent Piekunka
14 Beatty Collins
14 Veronica Cooper
15 Helen Stephens
15 Caroline Zang
16 Phyllis Alloggio
16 Susan Walker
19 Margaret Broat
19 Matthew Belmore
22 Lance Broat
23 Rachel Smiley
24 Dick Neimeyer
25 Judi McCullough
25 Nancy John Langdon
29 Larry DuBartell

O J W N = =

January Anniversaries

9 Phil & Nicki Coffaro
10 William & Shirley Van Der Bos
12 Rick & Candy Frey
22 Anna & Allen Slaterpryce

THE 11TH ANNUAL NATIVITY
GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP WILL BE
PLAYED ON SATURDAY, MAY
9TH.

SIGN UP SHEETS WILL BE PUT
UP IN EARLY MARCH!

ECW HAPPENINGS

Jan. 6 Secret Angel “drawing.”

Jan. 22 Tri-Deanery President’s Council Meet-
ing at St. James, Port Charlotte. Lunch-
eon 1s no charge. We will car pool from
the church. Check Irene for the time.
Jan. 20 PONTIFAX Day of Prayer Service ~
St. Martha’s Catholic Church, Sarasota.
3:00pm. Call the Office for more
Information.

Weekly golf scores for the preceding month are as
follows:

11/20

4 under Par was the winning score this week. It was
recorded by Nancy Lukas, Matt Peelor, Mark Peelor
and Dick Berg

11/27

One under Par 35 was the winning score. In a 3 Hole
playoff, the group of Lora Salt, Bob Gold, Gerry
Morrissey and Mark Peelor, were declared champs.

12/4

34 (2 under Par) was the victorious score this week
fired by June Cooper, Tom Badger, Mark Peelor and
Rich Zang.

12/11

The quartet of Lorraine Peters, Joe Wasilnak, Mark
Peelor and Dick Berg shot 33 to win on a beautiful
day.
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Episcopal Church of the Nativity is
located on Lockwood Ridge Road one block south
of University Parkway.

Our telephone number is 941-355-3262,
and our Sunday service times are as follows:
7:30am Quiet Eucharist
9:00am Traditional Eucharist
10:00am Sunday School
11:00am Praise Eucharist

Every Wednesday
10:00am Healing Eucharist
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Nativity-January 2

008 (&)

11am Praise Eucharist
Spm Youth Group

Men’s & Women’s
Bible Studies

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

DAUGHTERS OF THE KIND | HOLY GROUNDS 1 2 3 4 5

2ND SUNDAY .EACH** COFFEE HOUSE 3RD | New Year’s Day 10am Healing Eucharist 7pm Choir 5:30pm Toastmasters BECOMING A

MONTH AT 12:30PM i/IAOTI\[IJ"ll“}{D?;{OIF:ﬁCH 10:40am Bandage Rolling CONTAGIOUS
7pm CHRISTIAN
Men’s & Women’s
Bible Studies

6 The Epiphany 7 8 9 10 11 12

7:30am Eucharist Ipm Bridge 2:30pm Golf League 10am Healing Eucharist 7pm Choir 5:30pm Toastmasters

9am Trad. Eucharist 7pm Praise Team 10:40am Bandage Rolling

10am Sun. School Practice Tpm

1lam Praise Eucharist Men’s & Women’s

Spm Youth Group Bible Studies

13%* 14 15 16 17 18 19

7:30am Eucharist 1pm Bridge 10am WELLNESS 10am Healing Eucharist 7pm Choir 5:30pm Toastmasters 7:30pm Holy

9am Trad. Eucharist 7pm Praise Team SEMINAR 10:40am Bandage Rolling Grounds Coffee

10am Sun. School Practice 2:30pm Golf League | 7pm House

11am Praise Eucharist 7pm Vestry Men’s & Women’s

5pm Youth Group Bible Studies

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

7:30am FEucharist Ipm Bridge 2:30pm Golf League 10am Healing Eucharist 7pm Choir 5:30pm Toastmasters FAMILY

9am Trad. Eucharist 7pm Praise Team 10:40am Bandage Rolling DINNER &

10am Sun. School Practice 7pm TALENT NIGHT

11am Praise Eucharist Men’s & Women’s 6PM

5pm Youth Group Bible Studies

27* 28 8 30 31 GIFTS FROM GOD

7:30am Eucharist Ipm Bridge 2:30pm Golf League | 10am Healing Eucharist 7pm Choir MINISTRIES 4TH

9am Trad. Eucharist 7pm Praise Team 10:40am Bandage Rolling SUNDAY EACH

10am Sun. School Practice 7pm MONTH* 2:30PM




