
Rector’s Reflections:Rector’s Reflections:Rector’s Reflections:   
Yes, There was a Santa Claus! 

 
I have to amuse myself sometimes 
when I see things like the manger 
scenes and other Christian icons being 
challenged in the courts this time of 
year.  It never fails that the press will 
pick up on some story where some 
disgruntled citizen is “offended” that 
they drove by a public park where a 
star and manger scene appears and has 
done so for over forty years.  So, what 
if they knew that the most publicized 
and marketed Christmas icon of 
modern history has at its root a 
bishop…that’s right a bishop of the 

church…Nicholas of Myra. 
 
Nicholas of Myra (modern day Turkey) lived in the early to 
mid 300’s.  Little is really known about Nicholas although 
history has revealed several attributes and accomplishments.  
For example we do know from history that Nicholas was 
probably one of the bishops who attended the First 
Ecumenical Council of Nicaea in 325.  The most noted 
document coming from this council is what we know as the 
Nicene Creed that we recite every Sunday as a profession of 
our faith.  However, Nicholas is probably best known as a 
patron of seafarers, sailors, and children.  He is noted for 
leaving gifts at the homes and in the windows of those in 
need.  Of course it is from these acts of kindness that 
Nicholas so treasured in his heart from Scriptures that the 
tradition carried on…and we have what we know today.  
This tradition, and variations of it, came to the Americas by 
way of the Dutch.  Nicholas’ name also has several 
variations such as; Nicholas, Nicolaas, Niklas, Klaus and of 
course Santa Claus.  The church honors Nicholas each year 
on December 6.  This feast day also has pleasant memories 
for me as it is also the date on which I was ordained a priest 
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in the church. 
 
But what I like most about remembering this man we know so little 
about but has become such an icon in our culture, is the simple truth 
behind the man.  Here is a person who lived some 1660 years ago 
who was so convicted by the Scriptures and the love of the Lord that 
he literally lived out that conviction.  You see, history has it the 
Nicholas was a wealthy man by way of inheritance.  But his 
conviction to the Lord was much greater than his wealth.  Look at the 

impact these simple acts of kindness have 
made on the world.  It should 
certainly remind us that our love 

of the Lord is far greater than anything imaginable.  I certainly don’t 
think Nicholas had any idea what his show of love would bring about 
in history.  Soon there will even be a movie coming our way about 
this man, this bishop in the church we know as Nicholas. 
 
As we enter this Advent season and we usher in the celebration of the 
birth of our Lord Jesus let us remember the call that He has placed on 
each of us.  You may be a Nicholas…but you are a Mary, John, Jane, 
Bob, ______…just put your name in the blank.  God will use you.  
And the next time someone starts to talk to you about Christmas and 
mentions Santa Claus and you want an open door to share your 
faith…tell them about a bishop who lived in the 300’s who was 
moved by the Spirit to share his faith in a unique way.  And the rest is 
history. 
 
May you all have a blessed Christmas and may the Lord richly bless 
each and every one of you, 
Fr. Chuck 
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Gift Wrap Party  
Tuesday, Dec. 4th 7:00pm 

Join us as we wrap all the gifts we 
have purchased for our 3 Adopt-A-

Families and our nursing home  
patients. 

Please remember to bring your gifts 
so they can be wrapped for delivery 

the very next day !! 
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ANGELS ON EARTH 
 

 On October 22, 2007, secret angels Rina Becker, 
Anne Brahler, Joan Combs, June Carol Hines, Nancy Hur-
ley, Helena Stephens, Liz Stoner, Irene Wernick, and Chair, 
Phyllis N. Gipson met to plan the Secret Angels Dinner.  

The Secret Angels Dinner will be held on Monday, De-
cember 17, 2007, at 6PM at Nativity. 
 
 The Planning Committee had a spirited meeting with 

ideas and volunteerism floating on wings of enthusiasm.  The members of the Committee 
agreed on the theme of Angels on Earth.  Secret angels will be encouraged to share how special 
people, “angels”, have impacted their life in a positive way. 
 
 The Dinner Menu will consist of salad, pasta and meatballs, bread, relish tray, and of 
course, angel food cake for dessert.  The decorations will also enhance the “angels” theme with 
clouds and angelic table settings.  Each member agreed to do their part to ensure the success of 
the Secret Angels Dinner.  We hope to excite and interest others in  becoming active secret an-
gels as they learn more about the program.  Once you know how it works, you may decide that 
it is something you would like to participate in. 
 
 As always, everyone is invited to join in on the fun and food.  Please sign up by Decem-
ber 10, 2007, so that we know how many people to expect.  For more information, please feel 
free to contact Phyllis Gipson at 941-360-9770. 
 
 We look forwarding to seeing YOU at the Secret Angels Dinner. 
 Phyllis N. Gipson, Chair 

 
 
 

Coming to Nativity January 5th 
A Diocesan Evangelism event 

Being a Contagious Christian 
Special Guest: Ricky Bolden 

(Fomer NFL player with the Cleveland Browns) 
Cost: $15 (includes lunch) 

Time: 10am-2pm 
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 I am pleased to announce that the Welcome Bread Ministry has a new chairman.  Nancy 
Hurley has graciously accepted this responsibility.  Every week she will be checking for those 
who have visited Nativity, filled out a guest sheet and set in motion the delivery of a freshly 
baked loaf of bread made by a parishioner and delivered to their doorstep.  Thanks, Nancy. 
 
 Newcomer coffees will begin in December.  Those who are new to Nativity will be 
called and invited to attend.  We also have members in leadership come as well.  The purpose is 
to get to know each other better.  If you have never come to one of these events, contact 
Marilyn Davis at 355-2537.  You are welcome. 
 
 Beginning in January and for the following three months, wellness seminars are sched-
uled.  The topics to be presented are:  Dealing with Dementia; Getting it Together; Dealing with 
Grief; and Senior Services.  We are planning these for Tuesday mornings (unless otherwise 
noted).  They will usually be on the third Tuesday of each month.  We are hoping that both 
young and older members and guests will avail themselves of this opportunity to hear experts in 
these areas as well as time for discussion.  Too many of us put off learning about such things 
until we are in the midst of a need.  We can learn from and help each other with situations, we 
may all face someday.  More detailed introductions will follow, in the Tidings, preceding each 
presentation. 
Marilyn Davis 
 
 

 
Movie Warning! 

It is not often that I speak out against a movie.  But every now and then something comes along and at first it 
may seem innocent until an underlying theme makes an impact…particularly with children.  That is why I feel 
compelled to warn you about the movie, The Golden Compass, which is due to hit theaters in December.  This 
movie is based on a trilogy of children’s fantasy books authored by Philip Pullman.  The books have many 
anti-religious undertones, one being where the children seek to kill God – this would most likely take place in 
the second movie of the series.   Pullman is apparently outspoken about his antireligious sentiments and vocal 
about his distaste for fellow English author C.S. Lewis and the Narnia books. I mention this because the trail-
ers for this movie are very appealing and alluring from a technical standpoint (great graphics) with a lot of 
money put into it.  It is coming out as a “Holiday” movie.   So all I would say is to pray seriously about what 
you feel you should do when taking you loved one to this movie and the ones certainly to follow in the trilogy. 
 
Fr. Chuck 
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 WOW— We collected 87 shoe boxes and they were delivered Monday 

morning , Nov. 19th, to a drop-off location south of us.  From the drop-off location, 
the shoe boxes are transported by truck to a regional processing center.  Our shoe 
boxes go to Atlanta, GA. 
 
 There are six regional warehouses in the United States where millions of shoe 
box gifts are inspected and prepared for shipment overseas.  These gifts open doors to 
introduce children to God’s greatest gift of all— His Son, Jesus Christ.  This is accom-
plished through adding Gospel booklets written in their own language and also a fol-
low up children’s Bible study. 
 
 The shoe box gifts are loaded onto ships and planes and delivered to more 
than 100 countries.  National Leadership Teams hand out the shoe box gifts in places 
such as poor neighborhoods, children’s hospitals, orphanages, and refugee camps. 
 
 There are many stories about how lives are changed through the Operation 
Christmas Child Shoe Box program.  This is what one child expressed after receiving 
a shoe box and going to the follow up Bible study lessons.  “I’m very thankful to God 
that He’s always with me, by my side, protecting me.  Thank you so much that you 
have introduced me to Him.”  It is awesome that we can be a part of something that 
touches more than seven MILLION children..  THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 

You are the hands and feet of Jesus. 

                 MUSIC NOTES 
 It is not even Thanksgiving yet—the Tidings Deadline  
for December looms—and the stores are filled with Christmas 
decorations and merchandise.  The one thing the stores are not 
full of is Christmas music as opposed to “winter holiday, 
Santa Claus songs”!  So, put on the CD’s and surround yourself  
with the sounds of Christmas and sing along with your favorite carols. 
 
 On December 16th, there will be a special choir presentation with soloist; the anthem 
will be “The Song of Mary.  The Magnificat is one of the most beloved Bible texts and has been 
set to music many, many times.  This Magnificat is from a contemporary Christmas cantata by 
Allen Pote and, hopefully, will be presented in its entirety next year.  On Christmas Eve, we 
will have our Pre-Service Christmas Music before both services so we can celebrate in as much 
song as possible!  There is congregational carol singing as well as Christmas anthems by the 
choir and instruments, so plan on coming early to the service of your choice. 
 
 Now think January—Talent Show—January—Talent Show– January– Talent Show.  
Well, it is really Family Night to eliminate “performance anxiety”!!  So on Saturday, January 
26, 2008, plan to come to the dinner and fun night.  Be a part of the program or part of the audi-
ence—just be there, or be square!! 
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READ ANY GOOD BOOKS LATELY? 
 I have. 
 
 I received a book entitled “The Penny” for my birthday.  (Now 
why do you think it an appropriate book for me?!)  It’s a Christian fic-
tion work by two well known authors, Joyce Meyer and Deborah Bed-
ford, in the Christian writing world . . .an easy and enjoyable read.  I’ll 
place it in our library for others to enjoy.  Hope you find it and like it 
as much as I did. 
 Thanks to you and many other Episcopalians across this vast country, people all over the 
world can read books that they might not otherwise be able to afford. 
 The National Books Fund of the Church Periodical Club has awarded grants to Dioceses 
in Pennsylvania to Wyoming; from Belize to Liberia.  Seminarians in Kenya and Tanzania and 
across Africa to Nigeria have been given money for study books.  Grants in 2007 totaled 
$18,983.45. 
 This funding comes from your generous support of the Church Periodical Club.  In the 
past, we’ve had a used book sale soon after Epiphany.  This coming year, however, there is no 
book sale scheduled.  But . . .there will be a chance for you to contribute on CPC Ingathering 
Sunday.  We’ll let you know when the date is firm. 
 As for the Miles of Pennies Awards for kids books . . .$844.80 went to an Indian ele-
mentary school in Blackfoot, Idaho.  (That’s how many pennies in a mile and the most a grant 
can be awarded.)  Schools in Tanzania, Haiti, Covington, VA and Buchanan, VA also received 
money in varying amounts. 
 By the by, last month I said I was looking for someone to buy the Many Canadian Coins 
that have accumulated.  I’m looking no more.  When I met a couple across the pool from me, 
the wife was more than happy to have them.  I hope I’ll have lots more for her next year! 
 
Liz Stoner 

A Note to ourA Note to ourA Note to our   
CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPE USERSCONTRIBUTION ENVELOPE USERSCONTRIBUTION ENVELOPE USERSCONTRIBUTION ENVELOPE USERSCONTRIBUTION ENVELOPE USERSCONTRIBUTION ENVELOPE USERSCONTRIBUTION ENVELOPE USERSCONTRIBUTION ENVELOPE USERSCONTRIBUTION ENVELOPE USERSCONTRIBUTION ENVELOPE USERSCONTRIBUTION ENVELOPE USERSCONTRIBUTION ENVELOPE USERS            

 Contribution envelopes are available for pickup on a table in the 
Parish Hall on Sunday, December 2nd..  The boxes are arranged in al-
phabetical order—please look for the box with your name on it.  If  
you cannot find  your envelopes and would like some,  please call the 
office (355-3262). 
 Please do not use your envelopes until January 2008, and please 
discard  any unused 2007 envelopes at the end of  the year.  If  you 
missed filling out a Pledge Card, they are available in the narthex and 
in the Office.  Thank you. 
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December  Birthdays 
  1  David DeZago 
  1  Christopher DeZago 
  2  Christopher Dowling 
  3  Ralph Mecklenburg 
  3  Diane Roberts 
  3  Betty Irvine 
  3  Shirley Cork 
  5  James Ansboury 
  8  Celeste Allyn 
  9  George Bispham 
12  Barbara Mathie 
12  Hettie Buck 
13  Neil Allyn 
14  Jacob Wunderlich 
16  Sheryl Cutrona 
17  Dick Griffith 
18  Norma Youngs 
19  Wendy Littman 
22  Harriett Hanna 
24  Lillian Hattersley 
25  Virginia Olsen 
25  Joseph Wasilnak 
26  Eleanor Dash 
27  Bob Halliday 
29  Irene Wernick 
29  Robert DuBois 
31  Ed Phillips 
 

December Anniversaries 
 
17  Fr. Chuck and Debbie Mann 
23  Dan and Mary Ann Benefiel 
 
 
 

Golf League News 
Weekly golf scores for the preceding month are as 

follows: 

October 16:  The chemistry must be right.  The 
foursome of Marguerite Hatfield, Bill Belshaw, Ron 
Hurley and Mel Zang won for the third straight week 
by birdying the first play off hole.  34 was the winning 

score. 

October 23:  The dynamic quartette struck again as 
they won for the 4th straight time.  This was 
accomplished the same way as the week before with 

the same score.  Great play!   

October 31: In very, very windy conditions, all teams 
were close.  It took a 2 hold play off to declare the 
group of Marguerite Hatfield, Bill Belshaw, Allan 

Cage and Dick Berg winners with an even par 36. 

November 6: The foursome of June Cooper, Fr. Gerry 
Bennett, Mark Peelor and Mel Zang eagled the 1st 

hole and birdied the 9th to shoot 34 to win by one. 

November 13:  the defending champs (see above) 
successfully defended with the same score as last 

week. 

Dick Berg 

ECW EVENTS 
Dec. 1  Breakfast at the Manger  
  8:00-10:00am   
   
Dec. 4  Gift Wrap Party at 7pm.  Come help  
  wrap all the gifts for our Adopted fami-
  lies and bring a treat to share.  Bring  
  tape and scissors, your voice for singing 
  and your Christmas spirit for fun! 
 
Dec. 17 Secret Angel Dinner and Program at  
  6pm.  Come for some heavenly food and 
  spirited fellowship.  If you might like to 
  know more and consider being a “secret 
  angel” next year, COME!  Just sign up. 
  or speak to Phyllis Gibson. 



      Words to live by. . . 
 
            O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness  
           Of  the true Light:  Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that 
            Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven . . .” 
 
             From the Collect for Christmas Day, BCP 212 

Church of the Nativity 
5900 North Lockwood Ridge Rd. 
Sarasota, FL  34243-2523 

Thank You, Lord, for: 

Nonprofit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

Paid 
Manasota FL 
Permit #45 

The Episcopal Church of the Nativity is 
located on Lockwood Ridge Road one block south of  

University Parkway.  Our telephone number is 941-355-3262, 
and our service times are as follows: 

Sunday, December 2, 9, 16, and 23 
7:30am Quiet Eucharist 

9:00am Traditional Eucharist 
10:00am Sunday School 
11:00am Praise Eucharist 

5:00pm Youth Group 

Monday, December 24  
7:00 and 10:30 Candlelight Eucharists 

Sunday, December 30 
10:00 am Friendship Sunday and Pot Luck 

 
Every Wednesday 

10:00am  Healing Eucharist 

O COME, 
LET US 
ADORE 

HIM!   
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Nativity-December 2007 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

DAUGHTERS OF 
THE KIND 2ND 
SUNDAY EACH 
MONTH AT 
12:30PM** 

HOLY GROUNDS 
COFFEE HOUSE 3RD 
SATURDAY EACH 
MONTH 7:30PM 

ALL FAITHS FOOD 
BANK ITEMS FOR 
DECEMBER:  
PEANUT BUTTER & 
JELLIES 

GIFTS FROM GOD 
MINISTRIES 4TH 
SUNDAY EACH 
MONTH* 2:30PM 

  1 

8am Breakfast at the 
Manager 

2 

7:30am  Eucharist 

9am  Trad. Eucharist 

10am Sun. School 

11am  Praise Eucharist 

5pm Youth Group 

3 

1pm  Bridge 

7pm  Praise Team  

           Practice  

 

4 

2:30pm  Golf League 

7pm Gift Wrap Party 
 

5 

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:40am Bandage Rolling 

6 

7pm Choir 

 

7 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

 

8 

 

 

9** 

7:30am Eucharist 

9am  Trad. Eucharist 

10am  Sun. School 

11am  Praise Eucharist 

5pm  Youth Group  

10 

 1pm  Bridge 

7pm  Praise Team  

           Practice  

7pm Vestry 

11 

2:30pm  Golf League 

 

12 

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:40am Bandage Rolling 

13 

7pm Choir 

 

14 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

15 

7:30pm Holy 
Grounds Coffee 
House 
 

16 

7:30am  Eucharist 

9am  Trad. Eucharist 

10am  Sun. School 

11am  Praise Eucharist 

5pm  Youth Group  

17 

1pm  Bridge 

6pm Secret Angel 
Dinner and Program 
7pm  Praise Team  

           Practice 

18 

2:30pm  Golf League 

 

19 

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:40am Bandage Rolling 

20 

7pm Choir 

21 

5:30pm Toastmasters 
22 

 

23* 

7:30am  Eucharist 

9am  Trad. Eucharist 

10am  Sun. School 

11am  Praise Eucharist 

5pm  Youth Group  

24 

7pm Christmas Eve 
Service 
10:30pm Christmas 
Eve Service               

25 

10:00am Christmas 

Day Service 

26 

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:40am Bandage Rolling 

27 
 

28 
5:30pm Toastmasters 
 

29 

30 

10:00am  Friendship 
Sunday and Pot Luck 

31 NEW YEAR’S EVE      


