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Rector’s Reflections...

Just Give Me A Sign!

I have been told on various occasions that the first 100 feet
of your church property says a lot about your parish...and is
one of the most wasted spaces when it is actually the closest
to the public. Some come to us because they were just
driving by. Yet many drive by and don’t even notice. 1
have had long time parishioners tell me, “I didn’t even know
we had a sign.”

When a review committee was set up to review how to best
utilize some gift money that came to us...a new sign quickly
rose to the top of the list. Our Junior Warden, Bruce
Simington, spent considerable time in research to bring
before the vestry companies that had the right sign to fill our
needs.
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As you may know our previous sign was 26 years old, only
had our name and service times on it, and was literally being
held together in some places by duct tape. So a change was
long overdue. What we sought was a larger sign that not just
identified who we were but invited people through the
message. We wanted a sign that we could advertise special
events and gatherings, especially events opened to the public.
It had to be something that people could read in the 4-6
seconds that they had as they are passing by. We needed a
sign that people would actually look at and take notice and
even expect something new on it each week. And with
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hundreds of automobiles traveling by our front doors every day we
think we came up with one that filled our needs and will help us be a
little more noticed.

Having said all that...a nice sign out front is a great way to reflect
who are, what we are doing, and invite those who may take notice to
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come in. But a sign is just that...some metal
and plastic nicely put together
with catchy words on it...that
reflects a thought, name, or idea. What is important is what those
who answer its call find when they come in. I have heard many times
that the first thing people notice when they come in our church is the
friendliness of the people who come up and greet them and welcome
them. We are notorious for our friendly atmosphere. I want to
commend each of you for making Nativity a place that welcomes
others. I also want to encourage you continue to be the reflection of
who Christ is wherever you go, whatever you are doing.

Our sign sends a message...we are asked by our Lord to send a
message as well. We are asked to be ambassadors of Him wherever
we are. When someone out there says to you...”I just need a sign
from God,” are you ready to answer the call? God will use you if you
are willing to be used. He will give you the words just when you need
them...He promised that. As we begin the “season” as we have come
to know it in our part of the world, let us be a sign to others...a
reflection of Gods love. Allow the Holy Spirit to work through you.
He will never leave you as you continue to invite Him in to every
aspect of our lives.

Blessings in our Lord and Savior,

Fr. Chuck+

UTO INGATHERING

The United Thank
Offering Ingathering
will take place at all three

services on
October 14.
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CAN ONE HUNDRED SHOE
BOXES BE OUR GOAL?

Do you remember how may shoe boxes you made last year? In a recent
article about last year’s gift-filled shoe boxes, it was stated that 7.6 million
hurting children in 100 countries received these gifts. It is awesome to see how God’s people
working together can really make a difference in so many lives. We have usually completed
about 75 shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child at Nativity and I truly think we can exceed
that number - so let’s get started NOW!

By the time you read this Tidings, you will be seeing shoe boxes and all the information
you need for your gift box in the Fellowship Hall. We even have some items to share
with you for your shoe box, so please use the items available and get an early start. You will
find the Operation Christmas Child brochure has very complete directions and it is your choice
to do a girl or boy and there are three different age groups. Maybe you have friends and family
that would also like to get involved with our shoe box outreach program.

Each shoe box has a story and will affect another child. Operation Christmas Child is
the world’s largest children’s Christmas project of this kind. We have a DVD about this pro-
ject. Itis called “The Power of a Simple Gift”. The DVD will be shown during our coffee
hour in October and probably in your Sunday school class.

REMEMBER! START NOW SO WE CAN BEGIN COUNTING SHOE BOXES.
Irene Wernick

Our oanctuary Banngrs

At last some banners have been completed and hung in our sanctuary. I am so thankful
for all the people who volunteered to work on this project: Bruce Simington who designed and
made all the hooks and rods for hanging these banners, Shirley Miska who made the blue Na-
tivity banner that hangs on the front wall of the transept and Marcia Simington who designed
the Worship Commission banner and, working with Shirley, put it together. June Hanley de-
signed and made the Evangelism Banner.

On the back of each banner there will be a label embroidered by Laura Startecky. Each
label will have the name of the person who made it. Noted also on the label will be the name of
the person or group that has underwritten the cost of materials needed to sew the banner. The
Nativity banner label will say “Given by Shirley Miska in honor of her family”. The Worship
Commission banner, “Given by the Simington family in thanksgiving for the Altar Guild.”

And the Evangelism banner, “Given by June Hanley in memory of Millie Bennett.”

When you enter the Sanctuary, please take a moment to reflect on the message of each
banner and the elements that come together to make it attractive as well as personally meaning-

ful to you.

June Hanley
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Daughters of the King

The Daughters of the King is a religious order in which each Daughter takes a lifetime
vow to live by the Rules of the Order. The Rule of Life includes the Rule of Prayer, daily
prayer, and the Rule of Service, doing whatever is needed and wherever it is needed. In so do-
ing, the Rule of Evangelism is seen by what the Daughter(s) is doing showing God’s presence
in His World everywhere.

Nativity’s chapter, the Blessed Nativity, would like to ask any women who are inter-
ested in finding out more about the Daughters or in joining the Daughters to talk to Nancy Hur-
ley, 351-6730, or any other Daughter. We hope to begin a fall training session soon.

Nancy Hurley

BEETHOVEN WAS BORN WHERE?

What did Mozart die of? What was the highest price ever
paid for a piano? No, this isn’t a test, but those questions were
part of a music trivia quiz that the choir worked on when they
went to dinner at Troyer’s Dutch Heritage restaurant on Septem-
ber 6th to kick off the new choir season. A good time was had by
all . . .and we even returned to church to practice!

So, you think you’ve got talent? Guess what - you can strut your stuff (again, or for the
first time) in January of 2008. Yes, folks, we are having another talent night on Saturday,
January 26. Find those tap shoes - where’s that cornet solo? - dust off that juggling equipment,
and get practicing!! It will be here before you know it.

And don’t forget about all the music concerts being offered here in the Sarasota-
Bradenton area. There is almost always a music event of some kind Sunday afternoons. Please
see Fr. Bennett about tickets for the Ditchfield Family Singers Christmas Concert on Tuesday,
December 11 at 2:20 and 7:30 p.m. at the Van Wezel - tickets go fast so don’t delay.

Karla Porter
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Youth News - Rock the ( Iniverse Rocks!

§ Church of the Nativity was §
well represented as many |
youth and adults alike con-
| verged on Universal Studios’
§ Rock the Universe, an annual
event where several Christian §
singing artists are brought to ""h
the theme park to perform in
i live concerts throughout the
park. Headliners this year |
included several bands that ||
' have broken records on the §
& Charts over the years includ- [
ing Jars of Clay, Relient K,
Jars of Clay perform Family Force 5, Mercy Me,
Toby Mac, and Hawk Nelson

and others who performed

over the course of Friday night and Saturday night. On those nights the park
closes down at 4 pm to all park visitors except for those who are attending the
special event. Most of our group attended on Friday night and some on Satur- |

One of the unique opportu- 2, wf 45
nities for the youth was a8
meeting Dan Haseltine,
lead singer with Jars of §
Clay. Of course it helps :
when you know his Top: The Gang Bottom: Youth with Dan

i mother. Dan grew up in Haseltine, of Jars of Clay, center back
the parish that Fr. Chuck
and Debbie attended prior
to going off to seminary.
Dan was just a teenager
then and then went off to
college where the band
Fr. Chuck, Dan Haseltine, and Philip came together. A phone
Mann...seems like only yesterday he was call to mom and she ar-
Philip's age. ranged for Dan to come out
and meet our youth.

But as only fate can happen, as the group was
standing in the crowd watching Jars of Clay these
three guys came up and stood next to our group
and were jumping around and having fun. And
| then it struck some of our youth...aren’t you?
Why, yes it was...none other Matt Thiessen, lead
singer for Relient K who was scheduled to per- Jeremy Mann with Matt Thiessen of Relient K
form the following night but just happened to be

iy S8 there. Of course it was time for a photo op and

R
iy T autographs.

= Laura Plush takes on youth in
! the arcade...and wins!
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October Birthdays

Aaron Keys
Mary Elizabeth Hamlin
Sandrene Bispham
Tom Bishop
Brenda Bunker
9 Betty Boyd
10 Brad Owens
11 Edward O’Hara
12 Fern Rapp
12 Dorothy Quinn
12 Henry Paul
13 Melvin Zang
13 Tony Cutrona
14 Elizabeth Alee
16 Rick Frey
17 Eleanor Calwhite
18 Bess Hankinson
18 Dick Gerhart
21 Joan Combs
24 William Van Der Bos
25 Sarah Paul
25 Hunter Hagerman
26 Stephen Gilman
28 Bill Hatfield
30 Noellie Walton
30 Nicki Cutrona
31 Mary Burke
31 Jean Cruley

o0 W kW

October Anniversaries

1 Gene and Virginia Olsen
8 Vincent and Gabrielle
12 Charlie and Mary Burke
21 Eleanor and Charles Rodda

ALL FAITHS FOOD
BANK BARREL

As we enter the fall season, it
is important to remember those who
are less fortunate. As part of our out-
reach to the community, we have an
All Faiths Food Bank Barrel located
in the narthex of the church. Sug-
gested donates for the month of Octo-
ber are canned meats and fish.

ECW EVENTS

The ECW Planning Meeting for the December
Secret Angel Dinner and Program will be held
on October 22 at 2:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall.
Come and bring ideas for celebrating our Secret
Angels on their special night. All angels are
welcome.

If you have any questions, please contact
Phyllis Gipson, Chairwoman for this event.

Nancy Hurley

Golf League News

Weekly golf scores for the preceding month are as
follows:

August 21: 2 teams tied at 34. In a one hole playoff,
the trio of Rich Cooper, Terry Honroth and Dick Berg
were declared winners.

August 28: All teams shot par or better today. At 32
(4 under par) was the winning team of Ina O’Reilly,
Fr. Gerry Bennett, Mark Peelor and Dick Berg.

September 4: After a one hole playoff, the team of
Rich Cooper and Terry Honroth were declared
winners.

September 11: Only 1 stroke separated all the teams
today. The team of Ina O’Reilly, Ron Hurley and Joe
Wasilnak were champs after a 2 hole playoff.

Dick Berg

page 6



Nativity-October 2007 @

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
7pm Praise Team 1:30pm Golf League 10am Healing Eucharist 7pm Choir 5:30pm Toastmasters
Practice 1:30pm Bible Study
7:00pm Men’s Bible Study
7  7:30am Eucharist 8 9 10 11 12 13
9am Trad. Eucharist OFFICE CLOSED 1:30pm Golf League 10am Healing Eucharist 7pm Choir 5:30pm Toastmasters
10am Sun. School 7pm Praise Team 1:30pm Bible Study
11lam Praise Eucharist Practice 7:00pm Men’s Bible
3:00pm MacNutt Film Study
Spm Youth Group
14%%* 15 16 17 18 19 20
7:30am Eucharist 1:30pm Golf League 10am Healing Eucharist 7pm Choir DIOCESAN CONVENTION
9am Trad. Eucharist 7pm Praise .Team 1:30pm Bible Stu'dy 7:30pm Holy
10am Sun. School Practice 7:00pm Men’s Bible 5:30pm Toastmasters Grounds Coffee
11am Praise Eucharist 7pm Vestry Meeting Study
Spm Youth Group House
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
7:30am FEucharist 2:30pm Secret Angel 1:30pm Golf League 10am Healing Eucharist 7pm Choir 5:30pm Toastmasters
9am Trad. Eucharist Program Planning 1:30pm Bible Study
10am Sun. School 7:00pm Men’s Bible
11am Praise Eucharist 7pm Praise Team Study
5pm Youth Group Practice
28* 29 30 31
7:30am Eucharist 7pm Praise Team 1:30pm Golf League 10am Healing Eucharist GIFTS FROM DAUGHTERS OF HOLY GROUNDS
9am Trad. Eucharist Practice 1:30pm Bible Study GOD MINISTRIES | THE KING 2ND COFFEE HOUSE
10am Sun. School 7:00pm Men’s Bible 4TH SUNDAY SUNDAY EACH 3RD SATURDAY
11lam Praise Eucharist Study EACH MONTH* | MONTH AT EACH MONTH
2:30PM 12:30PM** 7:30PM

S5pm Youth Group
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The Episcopal Church of the Nativity is
located on Lockwood Ridge Road one block south of

Let our lives University Parkway. Our telephone number is 941-355-3262,
be conse- and our service times are as follows:
crated to Sunday, October 7, 14, 21, 28

thee, O Lord. 7:30am Quiet Eucharist

9:00am Traditional Eucharist
10:00am Sunday School
11:00am Praise Eucharist
5:00pm Youth Group

Every Wednesday
10:00am Healing Eucharist




