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Rector’s Reflections:

Blessings!

Since I have been rector of Nativity there is
certainly one thing that has stood out among many
good things that take place here...people love to bless
us from time to time. I have shared with you before
how God just seems to open a door of provision in a
time of need.

In the next few months some changes will be
seen around our campus, thanks to the blessings of both
designated gifts and special gifts to this parish. I want
to emphasize that these improvements have not and
will not come from our operational expenses. |
expressed a need in that area a couple of months ago
and some have stepped up and blessed us there as well.
I want to thank all of you for contributing to the
operational needs of this parish. We continue to need
your help.

However, when a special gift or designated gift
is given to a parish it is usually directed to
improvements or enhancements that will either honor a
person or at least be recognized that this was a special
gift on behalf of someone. Many times these gifts are
given anonymously.

When a designated gift is given to a parish they
are directed towards a specific purpose. Our video
system was a designated gift by the family members of
one of our parishioners to honor their parent’s ministry.
This has been a tremendous asset to our worship and
other special events held at the church. More recently
designated contributions were given to rebuild our
outdoor chapel in the Memorial Garden. This work is
near completion with the addition of a concrete pad, a
stone altar that complements the stone wall already
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there, and new benches.

However, when a parish receives a special
undesignated gift it is left up to vestry to define the purpose in
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which it is to be spent. We still want to
honor the giver in some special
way, but there are no parameters placed on the gift. Typically
the vestry will look at what needs to be enhanced or repaired...
things that couldn’t be done before because the funds were not
available to do it.

Over the past several months the vestry has been discerning
what do with some provision that came to us through a special
gift. As I mentioned in a previous Tidings article the vestry
agreed to put some of that gift toward the mortgage. Several
months ago the vestry came together in a special in-house
retreat to discuss our ministries and outreach. Some ideas that
came forward brought some new ministries in our midst that
required very little, or no, money to get started. Such was the
case with our Teen Coffee House and the Gifts from God
ministries. Both these ministries have really taken off and are
generating tremendous support. The vestry then looked at
specific needs around the campus. What were we lacking and
what needs to be enhanced.

One thing that came to the top of the list was our sign
out front. The current sign is very old and is actually damaged.
It doesn’t allow us to advertise adequately for the speed limit
out front nor does it direct people to special events or
adequately post our weekly services...it just can’t be read at 40-
45 mph. The other need that the vestry has talked about for
some time...even before I came...was a playground that would
not only provide something for our youngest parishioners but
attract families with younger children as well. Currently we
essentially have something that stands out for every age group
except this one. What do I mean by that?

The memorial garden is a wonderful place to visit by
everyone for sure. However, as I notice during the day who
visits this garden most frequently, it seems to be those who are
retired who are attracted to it because they have the extra time
during the day to visit and enjoy it.. Our teen youth and outside
teens are certainly attracted to our coffee house...it stands out
for them. This ministry says that this is a place I can come and
see. However, for families with small children nothing
currently stands out...a playground would do that. One
parishioner in that category has already told me when she saw
the concept drawing... “we will be here every day.”Now,
imagine what the visitor will think as they drive by looking for
a church home?
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(Continued from page two)

So the vestry has decided to use only a por-
tion of a special gift given to this parish for these
two improvements. Our lighted sign will be re-
placed with a larger more visible sign that will
greatly enhance our visibility and invite those read-
ing it to come in. In addition a fenced playground
will be located within the grassy area that is sur-
rounded by our parking lot.

Through these improvements one will see

who we are from the front and get a glimpse of what

we are about as they enter the property. We are a
parish that caters to the needs and ministry of all.

We are parish that cares about young families, we
are a parish that cares about our senior citizens, and
we a parish that cares about everyone in between.
We are also a parish family who is blessed to have
those who cared so much for us that they gave some-
thing back to make it all happen.

Blessings to you all,
Fr. Chuck+

Sara Howell Memorial Fund
ECW Outreach

This is a ministry available ONLY to the Episcopal Church Women in the Dio-
cese of Southwest Florida. The intent and purpose of this ministry is to provide modest fi-
nancial assistance and support to Episcopal women who seek entry or reentry into the job
market. Applications will be considered from women who are pursuing educational or train-
ing goals to emergency needs with special attention given to single parents or older women.
Applications are available in the church office.

This ministry was named in memory of Sara Howell in May 1988. She had been a sin-
gle parent with no means of support or any job skills. She met her challenge and then con-
tinued to encourage women to fulfill their individual potential through education. She
served as the ECW Diocesan Chair of Christian Social Concerns. ECW branches provide most
support for the Sara Howell memorial Fund, and this year our ECW made a donation from the
proceeds of the English Tea and Flower Festival.

Please look for the Sara Howell Memorial Fund brochure in the narthex of the church
and if you know of someone who could use this assistance, speak to Fr. Chuck, Ellie or Irene
Wernick. Remember the fund was established to help our sisters in Christ and we don’t

want to keep it a secret.

Other outreach areas for the ECW this past year have been donations to All Faiths Food Bank,
Resurrection House, Manatee Community College Chaplaincy Program, Sarasota Council of
Concern, Kamp for Kids and, of course, our contribution to the ECW Diocese of SW Florida.

Irene Wernick

Fooy

7:30am Said €ucharist
to be cglgbrated weeRly
begginning Sundagy,
Sgptember 16
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Treasurer — Change of Guard

It is with sadness that I announce that our treasurer, Dick Gerhart,
has announced his resignation as treasurer of Nativity. Dick has
served in this ministry for several years and has brought a tremen-
dous gift to this parish with his talent and financial knowledge. I
want to thank Dick for his service, his dedication, and his talent
which he has so graciously shared.

So that this important ministry might continue, and a smooth tran-
sition might take place, the vestry, in a special meeting, and in ac-
cordance with the constitution and canons of the diocese, has
elected Bob Hines as our new parish treasurer. Bob is an active
member of this parish who sings in our choir, volunteers in Gifts
from God Ministries, and served on the Alpha support team. Bob
is also controller of a local corporation in Sarasota and has served
other parishes in various financial capacities. Please welcome
Bob to his new parish position.

Fr. Chuck

LIFE LINE SCREENING

Church of the Nativity will be hosting Life Line Screening, well-known provider of
vascular and osteoporosis screenings, on Thursday, August 16 between 8am and Spm.

Members of the church will be given first priority in registering for screening.
Lynne Talbott, representative, will attend our July 8th coffee hour to inform our parishion-
ers about the screenings.

Life Line’s presence at our church will be advertised locally so that those in close
neighborhoods are aware of the opportunity to register for the tests.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY NEEDS OUR HELP.

help and volunteer work is also available
tinuing at Jordan’s Crossing through out the
ing Saturdays as Nativity work days:

There are many ways we can
during the week. Work will be con-
summer. I have planned the follow- 4
JULY 21 AND AUGUST 25. As usual, we will meet at the Jordan’s Crossing
Job trailer at 7am and finish up around noon. If you are thinking about vol-
unteering and would like more information, you can see Jon Wunderlich, check out their web
site: www.sarasotahabitat.org, or call their office directly at 941-365-0700. Don’t forget the
sunscreen!

God’s Peace,
Jon Wunderlich
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July Birthdays

Celia Teigland
Benjamin Combs
Joanne Hudson
Annabelle Plush
Shirley Miska
Edie Phillips

Ron Cork

Wayne Gray
Betty Kelley
Martin Padarathsingh
Anna Slaterpryce
Joe Schifano

Phil Coffaro

Bill Stemple
Eileen Schifano
Judy Neimeyer
Judy Bullen

Nicki Vance
Charlie Burke
Emily Wunderlich
Robbie Simington
Sue Kow

Nancy Hurley
Marcia Simington

July Anniversaries

Alan and Laura Plush
Raymond and Sue Kow
Dick and Millie Griffith
Ed and Edie Phillips
Les and Edith Shepherd

HAPPY

JULY

FOURTH

Golf League News

Weekly golf scores for the preceding month are as
follows:

May 15: Candy Frey, Ina O’Reilly, Ed Jandro, David
Miller and Jack Wentworth fired a 3 under par 33 to
win this day.

May 22: 2 teams tied for first with 35. In a 4 hold
playoff, the group of Marguerite Hatfield, Nancy
Lukac, Dick Gerhart, Gerry Morrissey and David
Miller prevailed.

May 29: 32 - 4 under par was scored by the quartette
of Tom Badger, Brian Bain, Bill Belshaw and John
Lukac to claim the top spot this week.

June 5: A very fine 32 was fashioned by Nancy
Hurley, Fr. Gerry Bennett, Alan Cage and David
Miller to claim victory this week.

June 12: All teams finished within 2 strokes. The
quartette of Marguerite Hatfield, Terry Honroth, Ron
Hurley and Ed Jandro scored 34 to win.

Dick Berg
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Nativity-July 2007 (&)

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 JULY 4TH 5 6 7
9am Trad. Eucharist 7pm Praise Team 1:30pm Golf League Office Closed 5:30pm Toastmasters
10am Sun. School Practice 7pm Choir
1lam Praise Eucharist
S5pm Youth Group
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9am Trad. Eucharist 7pm Praise Team 1:30pm Golf League 10am Healing Eucharist 5:30pm Toastmasters
10am Sun. School Practice 7:00pm Men’s Bible 7pm Choir
1lam Praise Eucharist | 7pm Vestry Study
Spm Youth Group
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9am Trad. Eucharist 7pm Praise Team 1:30pm Golf League 10am Healing Eucharist 5:30pm Toastmasters 7am Habitat for
10am Sun. School Practice 7:00pm Men’s Bible Humanity
11am Praise Eucharist Study 7:30 pm Holy Grounds
Spm Youth Group Coffee House
22 23 24 25 26 27 28

9am Trad. Eucharist
10am Sun. School
11am Praise Eucharist
2:30pm Feed Homeless
Spm Youth Group

7pm Praise Team
Practice

1:30pm Golf League

10am Healing Eucharist
7:00pm Men’s Bible
Study

5:30pm Toastmasters

29 FRIENDSHIP
SUNDAY
10am Service

Spm Youth Group

30
7pm Praise Team

Practice

31
1:30pm Golf League




Words to live by. . .
“Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth
for your glory, to serve you in freedom and in peace. . .”

From the Collect for the Nation, BCP page 258

Church of the Nativity Orgamation

5900 North Lockwood Ridge Rd. U.S. Postage Paid

Sarasota, FL 34243-2523 Manasota FL
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Thank You, Lord, for:

The Episcopal Church of the Nativity is
located on Lockwood Ridge Road one block south of

God University Parkway. Our telephone number is 941-355-3262,
Bless and our service times are as follows:
America Sunday, July 1, 8, 15, 22

9:00am Traditional Eucharist
10:00am Sunday School
11:00am Praise Eucharist
Sunday, July 29 (Friendship Sunday)
10:00am Service
Wednesdays
10:00am Healing Holy Eucharist




