
Rector’s Reflections 

Sharing A Need… 
 
It is extremely rare that I would write to you regarding 
finances of our parish.  But as your rector it is also my 
responsibility to let you know where we are at and what is 
transpiring.  First I want to tell you that this is one of most 
giving parishes I have ever been involved in either as clergy 
or as a lay person.  Yes, I have been in larger parishes with 
bigger budgets…but the willingness of giving at Nativity has 
been extremely generous. Over the two years I’ve been here 
when there was a need people stepped up and provided.  
Special gifts have come in to meet the needs of special 
needs…like our new vestments, youth provisions, and more.  
Sometimes God will bring along someone who wants to do 
something special and is led to give a designated gift to 
provide something in honor of a loved one…such was the 
case with our overhead projection system that has enhanced 
our worship tremendously.  None of these items were paid 
for out of our operational funds but through people who 
provided special designated gifts above and beyond their 
normal giving.  What a blessing all these gifts are! 
 
Last year we were blessed by a special bequest from the 
estate of a former parishioner.  The vestry chose to put much 
of that toward retiring our mortgage so that this 
responsibility would be less of a future burden on the budget 
and parish.  The remainder was to help fund ministry to the 
community.  We are in a growth mode and we need to be 
reaching out into this community, and special bequests help 
us to accomplish this.  This still leaves a need to fund our 
day to day operational needs such as payroll, electric and all 
that goes into keeping us functioning as a parish.  Although 
our 2007 average amount per pledge is up this year…the 
number of pledges were down.  This has created a deficit in 
our operational budget. 
 
I want you to know that I share this not to be negative…but 
to share a need.  There is so much enthusiasm in this place 
that it is infectious.  We are being blessed so much by the 
ongoing ministries and new ministries that have begun like 
Gifts from God as we share in feeding the hungry every third 
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Sunday.  Our teen coffee house has started with tremendous energy 
and an excitement that this ministry will have in the future.  This out-
reach has the potential of becoming a major ministry of this parish 
and will impact the lives of many.  I see parishioners beginning to 
share in more and more activities together in trips and fellowship…
and I could go on and on.  All of this comes out of the enthusiasm and 

vision God has given us. We are doing great 
things and that needs to continue.  
All of these activities and more 

that are being planned will spark growth and growth will take care of 
the future.  But we do have a current need to provide for our opera-
tional requirements. 
 
I want to encourage you to first pray for this parish.  That is the first 
and foremost effort we all need to do.  We need to go before God and 
seek Him in our efforts and our provision.  Many I know are already 
doing that. Then I would ask you to seek the Lord’s guidance in how 
you might help with the operational needs of this parish.   God has so 
much in store for us…He will provide and He will bless us.  I want to 
thank each of you for your support and your involvement in this min-
istry. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Chuck 
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Rector’s Reflection 

     ♫May Music Notes 
 
Here we are almost to the end of another choir/handchimes 
year... 
First of all, I want to thank those seasonal members who are 
now back home for the summer.  We are so appreciative of them 
for lending their talents to us.  We know there are many draws 
here in the Sarasota area and there could be many other activi-
ties.  So we thank you for your faithful attendance at rehearsals 
and helping us to Praise the Lord!   
      Secondly – just a technical note.  From now until Pentecost, 
the choir will begin rehearsals at 6:30 p.m. on Thursdays.  This 
is not a permanent change; just  through Thursday, May 24th. 
     Pentecost is on May 27th this year and that marks the end of 
the year for the formal music program.  Thanks to the choir, 
handchimes choir, and musicians who assisted us during the 
year.  It was a great year!  We said "Until We Meet Again" in 
grand style to one of our members, Millie Bennett; we shall 
miss her, but know the heavenly chorus is more beautiful for the 
addition of her voice. 
 

Karla Porter 
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SENIOR WARDEN’S REPORT 
 

 My first report as Senior Warden of Nativity is offered in the spirit of Grati-
tude and Anticipation.  My thanks to Fr. Chuck and Fr. Gerry for their fantastic 
spiritual leadership and Guidance.  My thanks to the church staff that works so 
hard everyday to make Nativity function and prosper.  My thanks to the Core of 
Volunteers that graciously give so much of their time and talent in service to us.  
WE ARE IN A GOOD PLACE! 
 NEVERTHELESS, there is still much to be accomplished.  I urge every 
member to familiarize themselves with the various Vestry Commissions and Min-
istries and please choose to PARTICIPATE in something.  It is in giving to and 
sharing with others that we will find fulfillment and Blessings.  It is Plain and it is 
Simple.  Together we Will make a Difference in the Life of this Parish. 
 Your suggestions are  welcome and respected.  Please be prepared to be part 
of the Solution with Us. 
  
 Respectfully,  Raymond Kow,  Senior Warden 

FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CHURCH SECRETARY 
 

 
Our members who have been using the new hearing devices have  
given rave reviews.  If you have any difficulty hearing the sermon 
or portions of the mass, please try using one.  We are in the proc-
ess of determining how many more we need, so please call me in 
the office if you have any hearing difficulties. 
 
It’s that time again (boohoo) when many of you will be leaving for 
the summer months.  Please call and let Elly know, so she can 
”move you” to your alternate address. 

 
We will need some office help the week beginning May 20 ~ through May 26.  If you feel com-
fortable answering the phone and taking messages, using the copy machine, signing for pack-
ages, sorting the daily mail, etc.  If you are computer savvy all the better.  
 
Elly Freyer  
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HUNGER’S FACES 
 

 He was not yet two, but he knew what to do when a group of Nativity’s folks circled 
their chairs and sat him down in the middle of them in a rusty folding chair.  He delighted in 
being the center of attention.  Holding court, he entertained joyfully until his mom grabbed him 
away to be with her and his father, ‘stead of with those folks from some big church.  They 
waited to eat.  He waited to get away and crawl up in the chair again to drink in the love.  She 
was a burnt out empty shell of a woman, once beautiful perhaps . . .now frail and fragile and 
broken . . .my dad would have said she looked like the tail-end of a misspent life . . .we sang 
Happy Birthday to her and she smiled a little, for this was all the family she had . . .this commu-
nity, this church of the homeless and hungry.  He wore a white shirt and tie and a crumpled 
black suit, looking like a southern evangelist at a covered dish supper.  He had a certain dignity 
I suppose as he was dressed proper for church.  The young man, he was brash, as if we owed 
him a meal, or several . . .trying not successfully to cover for his hurt and hopelessness, too 
proud to show his need  or to reveal his gratitude.  Just some of hunger’s faces one Sunday. 
 We, most of us, have no clue what it must be like to eat a good, plentiful meal without 
any idea where or when we will eat our next meal.  We take eating for granted.  It doesn’t take a 
long sojourn with homeless folks to sense that they don’t take their next meal for granted.  In 
fact, they gratefully relish every bite. 
 Back in the fall, the Vestry began to feel an urging from the Spirit to Consider what we 
might do to expand the outreach of our faith community.  One of the first things that bubbled to 
the top of our stew of ideas was joining with other churches in Sarasota to help Gifts from God 
Ministries feed the homeless on Sunday afternoons. 
 Under Bob Hines’ leadership, through the Outreach Commission, we at Nativity are giv-
ing one Sunday afternoon a month to this effort.  We have gone to visit with and serve the 
homeless three times now, and each time we come away most of us deeply moved by the en-
counter.  Sunday, May 27th, will be the next Sunday our church will go to Gifts from God 
Ministries to help feed the homeless and hungry.  We will meet at Nativity at 2:30 pm and car-
pool.  Each family should bring a favorite casserole you would like to share. 
 Please mark your calendar right now and plan to come with us.  Gifts from God Minis-
tries is located on 17th Street, behind the Hob Nob Restaurant.  In the Psalms, it is written:  
“Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute; 
rescue the weak and the needy . . .”  We are called from our worship in the sanctuary to the 
worship of service to others.  In fact, we pray every Sunday:  “And now, Father, send us out to 
do the work you have given us to do . . .”  Come and take part in this wonderful new outreach 
ministry at Nativity.  Then, you may well discover your own haunting images and memories of 
hunger’s faces. 
 
Jim Sheffer 

Confirmation Classes to be            
Held… 

We will be conducting Confirmation Classes in the fall begin-
ning in September.  Anyone desiring to be confirmed in the 
Episcopal Church, please see Fr. Chuck. 
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LECTURE ON HEALING 
 
 Francis MacMutt makes an interesting statement in his Introduction to Healing.  He says 
that you can’t preach the Gospel without a healing ministry.  The basic Gospel is “the Kingdom 
of God is at hand”.  The reverse of that is that the kingdom of Satan is being destroyed.  This 
truth is manifested when the power of God is demonstrated as Christians heal the sick in Jesus 
Name. 
 
 On Sunday, May 6, from 3:30-5:30, the second in the series of talks from the School of 
Christian Healing in Jacksonville will be shown.  This talk, by Francis MacNutt, is extremely 
practical:  How do we pray for physical healing for people, and what can we expect might hap-
pen when we pray?  We will end the afternoon by practicing the “soaking prayer” that Dr. 
MacNutt teaches. 
 
 The third talk in the series will be on Sunday, June 3, from 3:30-5:30.  One aspect of 
healing is spiritual healing which takes place when a person’s relationship with god is restored.  
Norma Dearing gives this talk on discerning the spiritual need of someone who seeks healing, 
and, where appropriate, helping that person come to know Jesus.  Healing in all areas of a per-
son’s life begins with this crucial step and continues as a person grows in that relationship. 
 
 Anyone with an interest in the healing ministry is invited to come to these 
talks.  If you have questions, call Helen Collins at 955-8124.  
 
Helen Collins 

HOW ARE THE MUSTARD SEED AND ECW CONNECTED? 

 
 When we first came to Nativity about 15 years ago, the “Mustard Seed” was a familiar 
term in our church family.  Several churches had gotten together to open a thrift shop that 
would benefit children and it was named The Mustard Seed.  The Mustard Seed has the same 
concern today.  We have women from Nativity who already volunteer  at the 
Mustard Seed every week, and more volunteers are still needed.  We help chil-
dren and our main projects are pro- viding baby layettes (clothing, blankets, etc.) 
for the most needy babies born at Sarasota memorial Hospital.  We also pro-
vide swimming lessons for all sec- ond grade students in Sarasota.  This out-
reach to the community is financed from store sales and individual donations.  
There is always a need for volunteers and also items to sell.  The shop is stocked with all varie-
ties of household items and clothing for men and women. 

↔ Here is the connection↔ 

 The ECW Mothers and Others luncheon on May 12th will benefit the baby 
layette project at The Mustard Seed.  So look for your invitation in the mail and ask a friend to 
join you for lunch.  There will be special music and of course prizes and wonderful fellowship. 
 
Irene Wernick 
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A COUPLE OF SAVINGS 
 

 Recently, I ordered 12 books for some ladies at Church of the Nativity with a percentage 
of that order returning to the church.  It occurred to me that, since we happily have so many 
new faces in our midst, some of you might not know that you, too, can order books from  
amazon.com - through the church website - and Nativity will receive a percentage of the order.  
Did you know that?  It’s easy . . .just go to churchofthenativity.com and click on Amazon. 
 Additionally, I saved $2.26 on each book using this method and the books arrived 
within a week.  (Ladies, I expect to see those 12 pennies in the red basket!) 
 Speaking of saving, I also realized some of you may not have heard about our Mile of 
Pennies fund.  I can’t imagine that, but just in case, let me tell you.  The Mile of Pennies fund is 
a national project of the Episcopal Church Women which collects the pennies to serve the book 
needs of children from kindergarten through 12th grade . . .all over the world.  It takes $844.80 
of pennies to equal one mile. 
 So, please - keep on saving those pennies . . .however you get them . . .and drop them in 
the red basket with the gold bow on the table located by the rear door in the parish hall . . 
.across from the kitchen.  It’s easy . . And it’s fun! 
 I’m sure God smiles when he sees you bend over to pick up that stray penny on the side-
walk! 
                 Liz Stoner 

10TH ANNUAL CHURCH GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
 
 On Saturday, April 14, we held our 10th Annual Church Golf Championship and here 
are the results.   
 
 In first place was the team of Pam Peelor, Jerry Shivener, Joe Wasilnak and Dick Berg.  
Second place went to the team of June Cooper, Patty Berg, Hubert Meeks and Alan Taggart.  
The third place team consisted of Kay Graham, Nancy Lukac, Terry Harle and Marshall Naimo. 
 
 Closest to Pin:  Ladies #3 - Mary Lee Applas.   
 Closest to Pin:  Men #17 - Bob Croucher 
 
Last place went to Lora Salt, Audrey Schmidt, John Lukac and Bob Halliday. 
 

 Congratulations to all of our golfers!  

BUNCO/ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
This event was originally planned for April, but has been re-
scheduled for Sunday, May 20th at 6:30pm so that the Youth 
Group can join in the fun!  The more the merrier. 
 
Bunco is easy to learn, and once you get the hang of it, 

you’ll love it.  C’mon out , win a prize, and join in the fun  and laughter. 
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May  Birthdays 

  1  Chris Youngs 
  2  Terry Poles 
  4  Barb Brazell 
  4  Fr. Gerry Bennett 
  5  Sara Sloman 
  6  Kathy Reynolds 
  7  Jan Chulock 
  7  Todd Read 
  8  Ina Turley 
  8  Judith M. Colie 
10  Margaret Murphy 
12  Donald Clark 
17  Alan Plush 
17  Pat Berg 
18  Samantha Lindfors 
23  Betty Ann Mostertz 
25  Maxine Vivian 
28  Logan Fonseca 
29  Ron Hurley 
29  Ken Lindfors 
31  Phyllis Gipson 
31  Theresa Wunderlich 
 

May Anniversaries 
 
  3  Walter and Betty Irvine 
  5  Ron and Nancy Hurley 
  5  Dick and Judy Neimeyer 
10  Cecil and Maxine Vivian 
20  Rick and terri Teigland 
23  James and Jackie Ansbourty 
24  Bob and Joanne Hudson 
30  Lance and Margaret Broat 
 

Golf League News 
Weekly golf scores for the preceding month are as 
follows: 

March 20: It took 3 holes to break the tie for 1st place.  
In the end, the team of Judy Krugel, Nancy Lukac, Bob 
Gold, Terry Honroth and Marshall Naimo were 
declared winners with a 34 (2 under par). 

March 27: 2 under par 34 won this week.  The 4 some 
of Marguerite Hatfield, Therese miller, Terry Honroth 
and Mel Zang were the champs.  

April 3:  32 (4 under par) was the winning score this 
week.  It was shot by Lorraine Peters, Brian Bain, Mark 
Peelor and Dick Berg. 

April 10:  Rare - but rained out. 

 

Dick Berg 

 

 

ECW CALENDAR REMINDERS  
May 5:  “Inspirations” at Dayspring in Ellenton. 
  Cost:  $20 including lunch.  Watch for 
  the sign up sheet. 
 
May 12: 12:00 Noon - Mothers and Others Salad 
  Lunch with special music by a familiar 
  face, Tina Miller and daughters.  
 
May 20: 6:30pm—Bunco/Ice Cream Sundaes  
 

 

 
 

 

     

Barbara Brazell and David Falby 

were joined in Holy Matrimony by 

Fr. Chuck in our sanctuary on the 

afternoon of Saturday, April 28.. 

    Barb has been serving on Nativ-

ity’s Altar Guild for the past five  

years. 

    The couple will reside in Port 

Charlotte. 

 



The Episcopal Church of the Nativity is  
located on Lockwood Ridge Road one block south of 

University Parkway.  Our telephone number is (941) 355-3262, 
and our service times are as follows: 

 

 

Sunday, May 6, 13, 20 and 27  

  9:00am  Traditional Eucharist 
10:00am  Sunday School 
11:00am  Praise Eucharist 
  5:00pm  Youth Group 

 
Wednesdays:  10:00am   Healing Eucharist 

 
 
 

 

Lord, send out 

your Spirit and 

renew the face 

of the earth. 
 

 

Church of the Nativity 
5900 North Lockwood Ridge Rd. 
Sarasota, FL  34243-2523 

Nonprofit 
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Thank You, Lord, for: 

Words to live by… 

“. . .On this day you opened the way of eternal life to 

every race and nation by the promised gift of your 

Holy Spirit . . .”  from the Book of Common Prayer, 

Collect for Pentecost 



Nativity-May 2007 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

1:30pm  Golf League 

 

2 

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:30 Bandage Brigade 

 7:00pm Ladies & Men’s 

Bible Study 

 

3 

6:30pm Choir 

Practice 

 

4 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

 

5 

8:30am Inspirations at 

Day Spring           

6 

9am  Trad. Eucharist 

10am Sun. School 

11am  Praise Eucharist 

3:30pm Healing Series 

5pm Youth Group 

7 

1pm  Bridge 

7pm  Praise Team  

           Practice 

  

                 

8 

1:30pm  Golf League 

 

9 

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:30 Bandage Brigade 

7:00pm Ladies & Men’s 

Bible Study 

10 

6:30pm Choir 

Practice 

 

11 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

12 

12Noon Mothers & 

Others Luncheon 

 

7:00pm Coffee House 

13 

9am  Trad. Eucharist 

10am  Sun. School 

11am  Praise Eucharist 

5pm  Youth Group  

14     

 1pm  Bridge 

7pm  Praise Team  

           Practice  

7pm Vestry 

15 

1:30pm  Golf League 

 

16 

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:30 Bandage Brigade 

7:00pm Ladies & Men’s 

Bible Study 

17 

6:30pm Choir 

Practice 

 

 

18 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

19 

 

20 

9am  Trad. Eucharist 

10am  Sun. School 

11am  Praise Eucharist 

5pm  Youth Group 

6:30PM  BUNCO 

                PARTY  

21 
1pm  Bridge 

7pm  Praise Team  

           Practice 

 

22 
1:30pm  Golf League 

 

23 
10am Healing Eucharist 
10:30 Bandage Brigade 

 7:00pm Ladies  & Men’s 

Bible Study 

24 
6:30pm Choir 

Practice 

25 
5:30pm Toastmasters 

26 
 

27  PENTECOST 
 9am  Trad. Eucharist 

10am  Sun. School 

11am  Praise Eucharist 

2:30pm GIFTS FROM 

GOD MINISTRIES 

5pm  Youth Group  

28 
1pm  Bridge 

7pm  Praise Team  

           Practice    

               

29 

1:30pm Golf League 

30 

10am Healing Eucharist 
10:30 Bandage Brigade 

 7:00pm Ladies  & Men’s 

Bible Study 

31   


