
Rector’s Reflections: 

Let It Rain! 
 

The heavens proclaim His righteousness and all peoples will 

see His Glory. Ps. 97:6 (NIV) 

 
A popular praise song by Michael W. Smith has been 
emblazoned on my mind lately.  It is taken from Psalm 97:1-
6 and refers to the majesty of the Lord and the glory that is 
all around Him.  Smith then asks the question.  Do you want 
to see His Glory?  Let it rain, let it rain.  Open the floodgates 
of heaven.  The more I sing this song to myself the more 

there is this deep desire to just sit back 
and let God pour out His Spirit into 
those areas of my life that I try to hold 
on to and not turn loose to the Lord. 
 
All of us are born with the insatiable 
desire to have the voids in our lives 
filled…for those of us who know 
Christ that filling begins when we 
accept Him into our lives.  As we 
continue to grow in Him, and continue 
to turn more and more of ourselves 
over to Him we begin to see Him 
move in all sorts of areas of our lives 
and in the lives of others.  It has been 
the conviction of many pastors, clergy 
(me included), and many laity in the 
area that there is an “awakening” 

about to begin…in essence a revival where the Spirit of God 
is being poured out on His church. 
 
Being fascinated by history somewhat, there are few periods 
in church history that reflect this kind of outpouring.  You 
have heard of them as “Great Awakenings” where the church 
was essentially dormant other than just going through the 
routines…then something happens.  People’s hearts are 
hungry, there are signs and wonders taking place, there is a 
deeper hunger for God’s presence in the peoples lives…in 
short there is huge awareness of God’s presence as people 
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move toward Him. 
 
As I read in one recent article on the topic revival is simply, “God 
visiting His church.”  But in order for this to happen the church has to 
let Him in.  Holman Hunt’s painting, “The Light of the World” 

displayed in St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
London, depicts this call of Christ 

as read in Revelation.  He is at our door and knocking – we need to 
open it and let Him in.  When our hearts truly cry out to God…revival 
begins.  A parishioner couple shared with me the other day how their 
child (4) was riding a tricycle down the street recently openly singing 
praises to God and thanking Him for the various things in creation.  
Another parishioner shared with me a similar experience with their 3 
year old grandchild…also belonging to this parish.  I thought how 
innocent and open their hearts must be to God’s movement in their 
lives…may our hearts be so transformed as well. 
 
As we enter this Easter season and remember the glorious sacrifice 
that Jesus has done for us…and the wonderful opportunity He has 
given us through His resurrection…let us open the door and let Him 
in.  Let our hearts cry out…”open the floodgates of heaven, let it rain, 
let it rain!” 
 
Blessings to you all in this glorious time of our Lord, 
Fr. Chuck 
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Rector’s Reflection 

Holy Grounds!Holy Grounds!Holy Grounds!Holy Grounds!    
 

Something new and exciting is coming to Church 

of the Nativity. 

 

A coffee house for youth that will feature refresh-

ments, live music and most of all Christian fellow-

ship with one another. 

 

The coffee house will be held at the church initially 

once a month beginning April 21st 

 

This outreach to our community will help build 

Christian community among our youth by allowing 

them to reach out to their peers who are seeking 

more in their lives. 
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IN REMEMBRANCE 

MILDRED D. BENNETT 

JANUARY 5, 1937 TO MARCH 10, 2007 

 
 Almost six years ago, my mother’s kidneys failed shortly after knee 
replacement surgery.  Mom drifted in and out - mostly out - of consciousness 
during the first week or so while the hospital staff did intensive dialysis.  She 
had no recollection of those days; however, she did report having an interest-
ing conversation with Jesus!  According to her account, Jesus held out His hand to her and told 
her to come with Him.  This is where it gets interesting, because my mother. . .told Him. . .no!  
She said that she couldn’t because she still had work to do!   
Um . . .who says no to Jesus?  This was a glimpse of the formidable woman who was my 
mother. 
 True to her word, Mom spent the next six years teaching all of us a thing or two about 
how to do God’s work.  While she prayed for physical healing, she continued to minister to eve-
ryone with whom she came into contact.  Each of us has had the “Millie Experience”!  People 
in grocery stores, at Disney World, on cruise ships. . .people she met once and perhaps never 
saw again.  They all had the Millie Experience.  When Millie Bennett touched your life, you 
knew it. . .and you were changed for the better.  And for Mom, healing came in a way she did-
n’t anticipate.  It wasn’t physical healing for which we’d all prayed.  God had something much 
greater in mind for her.  She didn’t need perfect kidneys to do His work; her complete and utter 
devotion to Jesus gave her that ability.  And her heart, while scarred from disease, was full of 
love for her family and friends. 
 On Saturday, March 10, my mother opened her eyes and looked at the man she had 
loved for almost 50 years.  Less than 5 minutes later, she closed them and looked at Jesus. . .and 
this time she didn’t say no.  The end of life doesn’t get any better than that.  May we all rejoice 
in her homecoming as she spreads the Millie Experience throughout heaven. 
 

Secret Angel Program 2007Secret Angel Program 2007Secret Angel Program 2007Secret Angel Program 2007    
 The 2007 Secret Angels program is well underway.  Have you contacted the person to 
whom you are a Secret Angel?  You know that she is waiting and wanting to hear from you 
even if she doesn’t know who you are. 
 The ministry of the Secret Angel Program only works if you pray for the person you 
have chosen and make sure they know that you are thinking about them.  We don’t want anyone 
to be left out wondering who has chosen their name and not contacted them. 
 Birthdays, anniversaries, and special days warrant recognition from you, as the person 
who has your name will recognize you also.  So, as Easter approaches and we give special 
thanks for the life of Christ, let us remember members of our congregation with prayer and 
small gifts of joy. 
 
Phyllis Gipson 



page 4 

Millie 
There are angels among us 

I know this is true 
And an angel named Millie 

Has lived with us, too. 
Her passage through life 

Was too short a stay 
But it blessed all that knew her 

In so many ways. 
Her kindness to others 
When ailing herself,  

Made each day we knew her 
So special itself. 

Her devotion to family 
Her love of the Lord 

Was in every endeavor,  
And in each little word. 

I believe in my heart 
That she lived not in vain, 

And her walk with the Lord 
Is now free of all pain. 

As I grieve with her family 
I hope that they know 

That somewhere in heaven  
A new candle glows. 

To light up our darkness, 
And to save us a room, 

In the house that He promised 
Instead of a tomb. 

~ Sherry Sutliff 

BISHOP SMITH’S CONSECRATION 

 
 Several members of Nativity attended the ordination and  consecration of Bishop coad-
jutor Dabney Smith on Saturday, March 10 at the Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle in St. Pe-
tersburg.  Just being there was a thrill and a great privilege.  Watching the procession of bishops 
(including our own Bishop John and Bishop Lynch of the roman catholic diocese of St. Peters-
burg), priests, deacons and special lay members, and being a part of the glorious pomp and 
ceremony was an awesome experience; certainly one we will never forget and one that most of 
us won’t ever have the opportunity of doing again in our lifetimes.  Fr. Chuck was among the 
priests taking part in the service.  Nativity’s lay representation included Dick Gerhart, Ros Hall, 
Mary Elizabeth Hamlin, Walter Irvine, Nicki Vance and the DuBois family.  Chloe DuBois car-
ried Nativity’s banner in the processions.  Nicki Vance 

 

HEALING PRAYER 
  
On May 6, from 3:30 to 5:30, there will 
be an afternoon School of Healing 
Prayer.  The topic for this session will 
be Praying for Physical Healing.  Al-
though the video by Francis MacNutt 
will speak specifically to people who are 
learning to pray with others for healing, 
anyone who has an interest in physical 
healing may come.  You do not need to 
have attended the April class, although 
an audio tape is available if you wish to 
catch up on his overview of the history 
of healing in the Christian Church.  
Please call Helen Collins at 955-8124 

SINGLES EVENT 
  
 Join us for a fun evening on Fri-
day, April 20 for dinner and a movie.  
Dinner will be at Hana’s Hibachi Grill 
followed by a surprise movie in town.  
We’ll meet at the church and car pool.  
Please call Julie Baiter or email 
(baiterj@yahoo.com) to confirm.  Look-
ing forward to seeing you. 
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THE BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW 
We are in the process of establishing a chapter of the Brotherhood of 
St. Andrew at Nativity.  The Brotherhood of St. Andrew is a world-wide  
ministry of men and boys in the Episcopal/Anglican Communion.   
We believe in the saving grace of Jesus Christ through the cross, the 
authority of Holy Scripture, the power of the Holy Spirit, and the fellowship  
of  all believers.  The goal of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew is to bring men 
to know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  It is centered in our disciplines of  
prayer, study and service.  The Brotherhood also interacts with other ministries  
such as Faith Alive, Cursillo, boy Scouts and Daughters of the Kind.  Once 
established, the Brotherhood will meet regularly under the rector’s authority. 
 
We invite all men and boys to meet with us to learn more about the Brotherhood. 
If you are interested in becoming a member or attending a meeting, please 
contact Ron Hurley at 941-351-6730 for more information on meeting 
dates and times.  
 
 

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING 
The April meeting of the Daughters of the King will be held on the Sunday 
after Easter, April 15 at 12:30 p.m.  Beginning in May, and until further 
notice, the DOK will meet on the second Sunday of the month from  
12:30 to 2:30 following the 11:00 a.m. service. 
 

FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY 
April is the next time there are five Sundays in the month.  From now on,  
whenever there are five Sundays in a month, the 5th Sunday will be called 
“Friendship Sunday”.  We will celebrate with a single service at 10:00 a.m. and 
the traditional Nativity pot-luck brunch.  This Sunday is not only for our  
Parish family to come together, but it is a time to bring a friend or neighbor 
to celebrate with us as we worship and share a meal together.  Come join  
us for worship, fellowship, a fantastic meal and greet our guests on Sunday, 
April 29 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

ALPHA 
The last class of Alpha 2007 was held on March 28.  Several of the new 
participants have expressed how deeply they were touched during the course -  
especially during the Holy Spirit weekend.  Some of us who have been to Alpha before  
continued to be surprised at what we learned.  Our next Alpha class will be in 2008. 
 
Ron Hurley and Nicki Vance 
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 The choir and musicians of Nativity would like to express their heartfelt sympathy to the 
family of Millie Bennett and with it our gratitude for Millie’s generous support of Nativity’s 
music program.  Millie participated in everything - she was a choir member; she played the 
hand chimes several years ago when we needed a “ringer”; when she was in the congregation 
she sang with great gusto encouraging those around her to do the same.  Millie’s enthusiasm 
along with her sense of humor was infectious; she encouraged us all to “be the best we could 
be.”  She attended choir practice until a week before she went home to be with her heavenly 
Father and I know her spirit will always be with us.  Please know that not only will Nativity 
miss her, but also the greater music community of Sarasota/Bradenton as Millie was active with 
a number of groups.  Teach that heavenly chorus a thing or two, Millie!! 
 
 On Sunday afternoon, March 4, some of the hand chimes choir and I motored to Braden-
ton to the First United Methodist Church to hear the Lakeland United Methodist Church Hand-
bell Ringers and Singers.  It was a lot of fun - we have never seen so many handbells and 
chimes.  There was a six-octave double set of handbells (thus allowing for doubling of the 
parts) and a five-octave set of chimes.  The sizes of the low tone bells and chimes were quite 
enormous.  One of the bells weighed 24 pounds (and wasn’t picked up, of course - the ringer 
used a mallet).  The most amazing thing was that these folks also sang some of the songs while 
they were ringing!  The hand chimes choir members with me said, “Don’t get any ideas!!”  Re-
turning to Sarasota, we reconvened at Panera for a light supper; a good time was had by all. 
  
Karla Porter 
 

Ladies Journey in Faith (JIF) Bible StudyLadies Journey in Faith (JIF) Bible StudyLadies Journey in Faith (JIF) Bible StudyLadies Journey in Faith (JIF) Bible Study    
 
The ladies evening Bible Study group, known as Ladies JIF, will meet again beginning on 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11 at 7:00 p.m.  We warmly invite newcomers to join, regardless of 
where you are in your walk with the Lord.  The evening begins with praise reports, moves on to 
the Bible study and concludes with prayer requests.  We try to close at 8:30.  If you will be new  
to the group or if you need a ride, please contact Nicki Coffaro at 355-7165. 
 
We will be studying Grace,  an Invitiaion to a Way of Life by John Ortberg (et al).  The group 
so enjoyed the introductory book to this series, Pursuing Spiritual Transformation, that they 
unanimously decided on this selection.  The introductory book is not a prerequisite.  The study 
should end May 31.  But even if you can’t come to every class, do sign up.  The book cost is 
$9.50; if paying by check, please make payable to Nicki Coffaro. 
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Our Bandage Brigade have learned through their contact with Haiti that 
there are special needs there that require our urgent consideration and 
action.  In addition to the much needed rolled bandages that our dedi-

cated team make and ship to them, there is a great need for children’s clothing for the ages of 4 
to 14, and for new born baby packs.  Some “A” style dresses have been made by one of the 
team and we wish to add to that number by buying more material. Shorts, tee shirts and boxer 
shorts have been requested and we believe that used clothing still in good condition would also 
be welcomed. 
 Money raised at the Flower Festival has been requested for this outreach purpose and, if 
anyone would prefer to make a donation, this would also help us to purchase goods and also 
diaper material so that our team can make them sooner than spend money on the ready made-
ones at a much greater cost. 
 All the items that are given and put together for eventual shipment will be placed in 
Church on the Sunday before so that they can be blessed and sent with our compassion and un-
derstanding for their needs at this time. 
 Haiti continues to have major problems, and their peoples suffer many hardships in their 
daily lives.  The help that we can give may only be considered small, but it will reveal that there 
are still people in the world who care and are willing to help. 
 
Thank you, 
Edith and Les Shepherd 
 
 
 

“WHEN I WAS HUNGRY. . .” 
 In the fall, the Vestry began to explore how we could expand our out-
reach programs into the surrounding community.  One of the ideas that came to 
the forefront was to join other parishes in the area to help Gifts from God Minis-
tries feed the homeless on Sunday afternoons. 
 Under Bob Hines’ leadership, through the Outreach Commission, we are 
giving one Sunday afternoon a month to this effort.  Different groups at Nativity will be invited 
to be responsible for a Sunday now and then; anyone may participate.  On April 22, we will be 
feeding the homeless and hungry again from 3:00 to 5:00p.m.  We will meet at Nativity at 2:30 
p.m. and carpool.  Each family, if you are able, should bring a casserole or baked beans or a 
dessert. 
 Please mark your calendar and plan to join us.  Gifts from God Ministries is located on 
17th Street behind the Hob Nob Restaurant.  Give it a try.  Take part in this enriching new out-
reach opportunity at Nativity.  You will be glad you did. . .in fact, you will be blessed. 
 
Jim Sheffer 



The Episcopal Church of the Nativity is  
located on Lockwood Ridge Road one block south of 

University Parkway.  Our telephone number is (941) 355-3262, 
and our service times are as follows: 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 5:  7:00pm 
Good Friday, April 6:  12:00 noon and 7:00pm  

Easter Vigil, April 7:  7:00pm 
 

Easter Sunday, April 8: 

7:00am Sunrise Service 
9:00am Traditional Eucharist 

11:00am Praise Eucharist 

 

Sunday, April 1, 15, 22  

  9:00am  Traditional Eucharist 
10:00am  Sunday School 
11:00am  Praise Eucharist 

  5:00pm  Youth Group 
 

Wednesdays:  10:00 am   Healing Eucharist 

 

Jesus Christ is 

risen today! 

Alleluia, 

Alleluia! 
 

 

Church of the Nativity 
5900 North Lockwood Ridge Rd. 
Sarasota, FL  34243-2523 

Nonprofit 
Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 
Manasota FL 
Permit #45 

Thank You, Lord, for: 

Words to live by… 

“Alleluia.  Christ is risen.  The Lord is risen indeed.  

Alleluia.”  from the Book of Common Prayer, Easter 

Vigil. 

 



page 9 

April  Birthdays 

  2  Janet Harle 
  2  Barbara Barden 
  2  Maureen Borger 
  5  Linda Sheffer 
  6  Gabrielle Piekunka 
  6  Emily Hagerman 
  6  Rhoda Bishop 
12  Syd Salt 
12  Virginia Taylor 
14  Deborah Searcy 
17  Pat Berg 
19  Thomas Badger 
26  Edith Foley 
30  Elly Freyer 
 

April Anniversaries 
 
  7  Art and Dorothy Riley 
  9  Vincent and Denise Catalfomo 
10  Steve and Meredith Byers 
12  Benjamin and Joan Combs 
12  Robert and Janet DuBois 
15  Jim and Linda Sheffer 
22  John and Lila Bunt 
24  Henry and Sarah Paul 
30  Ron and Shirley Cork 

Golf League News 
Weekly golf scores for the preceding month are as 

follows: 

Feb. 27: 3 teams tied for first.  In a 2 hole playoff, the 
quartet of Lorraine Peters, Pete Fegen, Bill Hatfield and 

Bob Moorman were declared champs. 

March 6: Led by strong performances by the 2 ladies 
on the team, the group of Veronica Cooper, Andrea 
Honroth, John Cukac, Karl Miller and Mel Zang were 

the winners this week with 33.  

March 13:  Sarah DeZago, Jack Wentworth, P.A. 
Mack and Marshall Naimo shot 32 (4 under par) to take 

top honors this week. 

REMINDER:  Our 10th Annual Golf championship 
will be played April 14 at Rolling Green Golf Club.  
Golfers are asked to begin checking in at 12:00 Noon.  

Join us for dinner, fellowship and fun. 

Dick Berg 

 

 

ECW CALENDAR REMINDERS 
  
April 1: Palm Sunday Bake Sale 
 
April 22: 6:30 p.m.  Annual Bunco/Ice Cream   
                         Social.  This is a fun evening for the 
  whole family.  If you can read dice, you 
  can play!  Watch for the sign up sheet. 
 
May 5:  “Inspirations” at Dayspring in Ellenton. 
  Cost:  $20 including lunch.  Watch for 
  the sign up sheet. 
 
May 12: 12:00 Noon - Mothers and Others Salad 
  Lunch with special music by a familiar 
  face, Tina Miller and daughters.   
 

 



Nativity-April 2007 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  Bake Sale 

9am  Trad. Eucharist 

10am  Sun. School 

11am  Praise Eucharist 

5pm  Youth Group 

2 

1pm  Bridge 

7pm  Praise Team  

           Practice 

 7pm  Men’s Bible Std.                  

3 

2:30pm  Golf League 

1pm Handchimes 

Choir Practice 

4 

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:30 Bandage Brigade 

          Library Crew 

 

5 

5:30pm Choir 

Practice 

7:00pm  Maundy 

Thursday Service 

6 

12:00pm Good Friday 

Service 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

7:00pm Good Friday 

Service 

7 

          Easter Egg Hunt 

7:00pm Easter Vigil 

8 

7am Sunrise Service 

9am  Trad. Eucharist 

10am Sun. School 

11am  Praise Eucharist 

 

9 

1pm  Bridge 

7pm  Praise Team  

           Practice 

 7pm  Men’s Bible Std.  

7pm Vestry                 

10 

2:30pm  Golf League 

1pm Handchimes 

Choir Practice 

 

11 

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:30 Bandage Brigade 

          Library Crew 

7:00pm Ladies JIF 

12 

7:00pm Choir 

Practice 

 

13 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

14 

10th Annual Golf 

Tourney 

7:00pm Coffee House 

15 

9am  Trad. Eucharist 

10am  Sun. School 

11am  Praise Eucharist 

5pm  Youth Group  

126     

 1pm  Bridge 

7pm  Praise Team  

           Practice  

7pm Men’s Bible Std. 

 

17 

2:30pm  Golf League 

1pm Handchimes  

18 

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:30 Bandage Brigade 

          Library Crew 

7:00pm Ladies JIF 

19 

7:00pm Choir 

Practice 

 

 

20 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

21 

 

22 

9am  Trad. Eucharist 

10am  Sun. School 

11am  Praise Eucharist 

5pm  Youth Group  

6:30pm Bunco/Ice 

Cream Social 

23 

1pm  Bridge 

7pm  Praise Team  

           Practice 

7pm  Men’s Bible Std.                 

24 

2:30pm  Golf League 

1pm Handchimes  

 

25 

10am Ash Wed. Service 

10:30 Bandage Brigade 

          Library Crew 

7:00pm Ladies JIF 

26 

7:00pm Choir 

Practice 

27 

5:30pm Toastmasters 
28 
 

29 

10am  Praise Eucharist 

11am  Pot Luck 

5pm  Youth Group  

30 

1pm  Bridge 

7pm  Praise Team  

           Practice    

7pm  Men’s Bible Std.                 

               

     


