
Rector’s Reflections: 

 

Christ Has Died. Christ Has Risen. 

Christ Will Come Again. 
 

And then they will see the Son of Man coming in 
clouds with great power and glory. (Mark 
13:27ESV) 
 
 The familiar words in the title above that 
we repeat every week in our Eucharistic prayers 
reflect the acknowledgment of our faith in Christ 
and the hope we have in the future as promised by 
Jesus in Mark’s 
Gospel reading.  
For Christ will 
indeed return at 
some point 
whether some 
may choose not 
to believe it, 
accept it, or even 
like it.  Every 
biblical prophecy 
that proclaimed 
the advent of His initial coming to us in human 
form was fulfilled.  Now we live in the age of the 
advent of his return…what a glorious day that will 
be when it happens. 
 Advent is a wonderful time of year, 
especially for us at Nativity, as we celebrate the 
events surrounding our namesake.  A nip is in the 
air, the dust is blown off decorations that have 
been stored away, the city lights change, holiday 
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music begins to fill the radio waves and maybe even 
downloaded on iPods around the world.  All because of 
one event…a baby named Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of 
the Living God has transcended heaven and come to us in 
human form.  The implications of this event have changed 

the course of history, and it continues 
to be a life changing event, 

for hundreds of millions over the past two millennia.  
Without the birth of our Savior in the manner in which He 
came, without His ministry on earth, without His sacrifice 
in a sinless death, without His resurrection, and without 
the Holy Spirit being poured out on us…we wouldn’t 
even be who we are as Christians or even a parish family.  
Because everything that we do is about Him. 
 Having said that, we have a unique opportunity on 
December 13 to share with others the implications of this 
life changing event and the hope we have in His imminent 
return.  By that time the movie The Nativity Story will 
have been in theaters for almost two weeks.  I want to 
encourage you to see this movie, read the scriptural 
accounts, read the OT prophesies, and then bring a friend 
to hear more about the claims.  Our special guest, Mr. 
Stan Telchin, Messianic Jew, former pastor, and 
acclaimed author will share with us the prophetic accounts 
of the Nativity and how his life was changed.  You will 
also hear how God’s intervention into this world is still 
impacting an ever changing culture with a Word of never 
changing truth…that Christ has died that you and I might 
live; Christ has risen that you and I might rise to new life 
in Him; and Christ will return so that we may enjoy 
eternity with Him.  May God richly bless each of you as 
we celebrate His marvelous work among us during this 
Christmas season.       Fr. Chuck  

 
 
 
 
 

. 
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Web Pages: 

Our Church: 
ChurchOfTheNativity.com 

Our Diocese: 
DioceseSWfla.org 

Church Secretary 
Elly Freyer 

Treasurer 
Dick Gerhart 

Financial Administrator 
Karla Porter 

Music Director 
Karla Porter 

Youth Minister 
Jamie Mann 

Minister of Buildings and Grounds 
Dick Wernick 

Tidings Editor 
Annette Wilson 
awilson109@tampabay.rr.com 

Webmasters 
Jon Wunderlich 
Jo Davidsmeyer 
  
Vestry: 

Administration 
Rich Cooper, Senior Warden 
Bruce Simington, Junior Warden 

Outreach 
Jon Wunderlich 
Jim Sheffer 

Evangelism 
Raymond Kow 
Nicki Vance 

Pastoral Care 
Helen Collins 
Irene Wernick 

Christian Formation 
Janet DuBois 
James Martin 

Worship 
Nicki Coffaro 
Jo Davidsmeyer 
 

Foot Note: There are hundreds of prophesies written about 
the coming of the Messiah and His ministry.  They were 
written up to 1,000 years apart yet they came true in Jesus.  
Here are just a few familiar words from the Old Testament 
to get you started. 
Genesis 3:15; Genesis 12:3; Psalm 16:10, 11; Psalm 22; 
Psalm 68:18; Psalm 41:9; Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 9:6-7; Isaiah 
52:13-53:12; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Isaiah 61:1-3; Micah 5:2; 
Zechariah 9:9; Zechariah 11:12,13; Zechariah 13:7; Micah 
5:2 
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DECEMBER 31 

FIFTH-SUNDAY POTLUCK 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Here we are looking at the end of  2006 and 
that is hard to believe.  Because things never 
remain the same, I am writing to remind you of 
the change in the church service schedule on 
December 31, 2006.  Many of us remember the 
5th Sunday in October when we had only one 
service on Sunday followed by a potluck 
lunch.  We will do that again on the 5th Sun-
day in December.  Our service time will be at 
that magical 10:00am time and it will be a 
combination of both services.  Instead of Sun-
day School, we will have one of our wonderful 
potluck lunches and lots of fellowship with our 
Nativity family.  So start planning now to be at 
the 10:00 a.m. church service on the last day in 
December 2006.  You will be blessed not only 
with God’s love and our Nativity family, but 
also with a wonderful way to end 2006 and 
ring in 2007. 

 

In His Love, Irene Wernick 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NATIVITY’S ADVENT  

SPECIAL EVENT 
  
 On December 13, Nativity will 
host an Advent event for the parish and 
community about the movie, The Nativity 
Story, opening in theaters on December 
1, 2006.  Stan Telchin, a member of Jews 
for Jesus, will outline the Messianic 
prophesies that came to fruition in the life 
and death of Jesus and the Jewish per-
spective in fulfilling prophesies.  Fr. 
Chuck will speak about today’s perspec-
tive and applying the fulfillment of the 
Nativity story in our own lives, followed 
by small group discussions, fellowship 
and refreshments.  Take a friend to the 
movie early in December and then bring 
them to Nativity for our special Advent 
Event on December 13.  Watch the bulle-
tin board for sign-up sheets and more in-
formation. 

 

Raymond Kow and Nicki Vance 

 

All Aboard For Youthquake 2007 
 

 A unique opportunity has opened for our youth group.  Each year Acts29 Ministries spon-
sors a youth event that close to 1,500 youth from around the country attend.  This event is called 
Youthquake and is held each January at Ridgecrest Retreat Center near Ashville, NC – this year’s 
event is January 12-14, 2007.  Thanks to an outside dona-
tion our middle and high school youth, along with chaper-
ones, have been provided the funds for a charter bus to 
transport them to Youthquake 2007.  Through the Evangel-
ism Committee of the diocese we will also take a portion of 
youth groups from two other churches.  It is hoped that 
through these combined youth attending this event, as well 
as some evangelism committee members, we will be able to 
hold a regional Youthquake in our own diocese. 
 Youthquake is an event that opens the Gospel to 
youth through sound teaching from national youth leaders 
that bring with them high energy and excitement, good 
Christian entertainment through music and skits, and special programs for youth leaders.  It will 
be a weekend full of excitement for those in attendance.  This year’s theme is “Sent” – “As the 
Father has sent Me, I also send you.” (John 20:21) 
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ANNUAL BRING A BOOK/BUY A BOOK SALE 
JANUARY 28, 2007 

 
In a recent Forward, Day by Day, the writer spoke about having “put aside a favorite suit or 
pair of trousers with the thought that I would wear it again one day . . .(when I lost a few 
pounds) . . .or put an older sweater up on a high shelf to make way for one newly-bought.  Or 
(maybe like us) shelved books I will never read again that could well brighten someone’s day 
— and earn the CPC a few dollars at our annual sale.”  (A couple changes are mine.) 
 How appropriate his comments are for me to remind you to be collecting those books 
for the upcoming sale on January 28.  Not only do the books brighten someone’s day, but the 
money earned helps many students, seminarians, and churches affiliated with the Anglican 
Communion worldwide. 
 Remember, too, the Mile of Pennies fund.  The red basket is on the table in the hall 
across from the kitchen. 

Liz 
 
Sell your possessions, and give alms . . .for where your treasure is, there will your heart also 
be. — Luke 12:32,34 
 
 
 

SINGLES GROUP 
 
The singles met Sunday, Nov. 12th at 
the home of Marilyn Davis.  We had a 
delightful evening getting to know each 
other better and planned activities 
through May 2007.  Delicious munchies 
were served.  The rest of the evening, 
we divided into two groups to play table 
games and ended the evening with two 
delicious desserts.  Watch for the 
monthly gatherings which will be in the 
Tidings and the Sunday bulletins.  
Check the bulletin board as well.  We 
will be attending interesting things in 
and around Sarasota and occasionally 
having meals at nice restaurants.  The 
following people volunteered to plan 
activities:  December - Lorraine Peters; 
January - Sally Sloman; February - Fay 
Robertson; March - Brenda Bunker; 
April - Julie Baiter and May - Jan Peel.  

NEWCOMERS 
 
We have many new faces among us and it has 
been requested that we once again have small 
home coffees as we did several years ago.  Marilyn 
Davis will be planning these and will be assisted 
by members of the vestry.  Each “coffee” is made 
up of half new folks and the rest will be others in 
leadership at Nativity.  If you are interested in 
helping, notify Marilyn.  Every new person will be 
personally invited to attend.  We are looking for-
ward to getting to know our new friends better. 
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PRAYER CHAINS AT NATIVITY 
 
 We have two prayer chains at Nativ-
ity.  One is called a Crisis Prayer Chain 
which goes into action under special circum-
stances such as serious or life-threatening 
events of physical, mental or emotional na-
ture, serious illness, sudden death, and other 
life changing events.  Crisis prayers are for 
one to three days ,and if required for a longer 
period, that should be specified in the prayer 
request.  If you would like to be included as a 
member of the Crisis Prayer Chain, call June 
Hanley (telephone number below) and she 
will add your name and explain procedures 
to you. 
 The other prayer chain is called the 
Daughters of the King Prayer Chain and 
welcomes prayer requests for any reason.  
The Daughters of the King will pray for a 
time specified by the person making the re-
quest.  When the specified time expires, the 
prayer request may be renewed. 
 All prayer requests are respectfully 
received and honored with confidentiality. 
 Both prayer chains appreciate being 
updated about the situation or condition for 
which they are praying and will give praise 
and thanksgiving for answered prayers as 
well as pray as asked about any change in 
situation or condition. 
 To ask for prayer on the Crisis Prayer 
Chain, please call either Elly Freyer at the 
Church office or June Hanley. 
 To ask for prayer for the Daughter’s 
Prayer Chain, please call June Hanley, Elly 
Freyer or Nicki Vance. 
 
June Hanley:  758-1588 
Elly Freyer:    355-3262 
Nicki Vance:  366-6816 

OPERATION SHOEBOX 
 
 We collected 75 shoeboxes from our 
Nativity family.  Jon Wunderlich and family 
helped take them to the distribution center in 
Sarasota where the shoeboxes were placed into 
large cartons and sent to a processing center in 
Atlanta, GA (one of six in the US).  Here, vol-
unteers inspect and prepare the shoeboxes for 
shipment overseas with Christian literature in 
the language of the country they will be sent 
to.  Volunteers from as many as 28 states have 
been represented at one of these processing 
centers. 
 Millions of shoebox gifts are loaded 
onto ships and planes and delivered to more 
than 90 countries.  Leadership teams hand out 
the shoebox gifts to children all over the world. 
 Your gifts open doors to introduce chil-
dren to God’s greatest gift of all — Jesus 
Christ — through the Gospel booklets written 
in their own language and follow up children’s 
Bible study programs. 
 
Blessings to all, 

Irene Wernick 

A Beautiful Time for 
Thanks and Praise 

    If you have not already experienced how beauti-
ful our Wednesday Healing Holy Eucharist service 
is,  now is the time. 
    You can feel the presence of the Lord as our 
thanks and praise and healing prayers are given to 
Him.  In just a short 30 minute service at 10:00 AM 
each Wednesday, the Lord fills our hearts with His 
Holy Spirit.  So many of us feel His presence.  
Yet…So few of us are present. 
    I encourage each of you and your friends to ex-
perience the love, care and healing hands of the 
Lord as He moves in our church and in each one of 
us. 
    Mark your calendars for 10:00 AM each 
Wednesday at Nativity.  It will be a beautiful time. 
 
Rich Cooper, Senior Warden 
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CRAFT SALE SUCCESS 
The Fellowship Hall was the place to be on Saturday, November 11.  It was full of beautiful, 
handmade crafts and eager buyers.  Thanks to dedicated and talented crafters and reliable help-
ers, the day was fun and successful.  (The list of those who made this day a success is too long 
to print here.)  We expect to be able to present the Flower Festival committee with profits in 
excess of $2,000.  After the Flower Festival, proceeds from both the Craft Sale and Flower Fes-
tival will be donated to the Nativity Youth Group and a selected outside Outreach project.  So 
please mark February 9, 10 and 11 on your calendar and pray on how you will participate in the 
2007 Flower Festival.  Thank you. 

                                                Sarah DeZago and Nicki Coffaro   

            

SECRET ANGELS DINNER CELEBRATION SECRET ANGELS DINNER CELEBRATION SECRET ANGELS DINNER CELEBRATION SECRET ANGELS DINNER CELEBRATION     
DECEMBER 12, 2006, 6PMDECEMBER 12, 2006, 6PMDECEMBER 12, 2006, 6PMDECEMBER 12, 2006, 6PM    

 
 Come One, Come All!  Secret Angels Past, Present and Future are welcome to 
come and participate in the celebration.  Find out more about the Secret Angels Pro-
gram at the Secret Angels Dinner on December 12, 2006 at 6:00 p.m. 
 We’ve all had angels in our lives who guide us and look out for us.  Now is 
your chance to give back some of the blessings you have received. 
 Come join in the camaraderie, fun and food with the women of Nativity.  We 
may even have a few surprises for you to enjoy as well as some 
thoughts to contemplate. 
 We look forward to seeing you! 
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                             MUSIC NOTES 
 

Music fills the air in December . . .unfortunately, we don’t have much of an opportunity to hear/
sing Christmas carols in our increasingly secular world so plan on coming early to the Christ-
mas Eve service of your choice for the pre-service music for a carol sing and to hear other 
Christmas music offered by the Nativity musicians and choir.  The music will begin approxi-
mately 20 minutes prior to the start of each service. 
 And don’t forget that Church of the Redeemer always has a Sing-Along-Messiah.  This 
year it will be December 17th at 5:15 p.m. 
 
NATIVITY’S GOT TALENT night coming January 20th at 6:00 p.m.  There will be a light 
buffet dinner followed by THE show.  Sign-up sheet in the hallway in the Parish Hall; presenta-
tions need to be 5—7 minutes.  There will be a piano in the parish hall and microphone(s).  If 
you need to set up special equipment, let Karla know. 
 
Also . . .we are looking for people with special skills and crafts.  We would like to have some 
display tables set up showing what parishioners do.  If you are an artist, have a craft (that 
maybe has blossomed into a business), please sign up for a display table. 
 
HANDCHIMES CHOIR — Tuesday, December 5 at 1:00 p.m.  There will be an initial meeting 
for all persons interested in participating in the handchimes choir.  We will decide the start date 
and time for the practices at this meeting.  If you are unable to attend, please let Karla know you 
are interested in joining. 
 

Karla Porter  

DID YOU KNOW? 
 From 1558 to 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not allowed to openly practice their 
faith.  Someone, during this era of persecution, wrote the carol, “The Twelve Days of Christmas”, as a 
catechism song for young Catholics. 
 The song has two levels of meaning:  The surface meaning, plus a hidden meaning known only 
to members of the church.  Each element in the carol has a code word for a religious reality, which the 
children would put to memory. 
The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ. 
The two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments of the Bible. 
Three French hens stood for the virtues of faith, hope and love. 
The four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 
The five golden rings recalled the Torah, or law, the first five books of the Old Testa-
ment. 
The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation. 
Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes. 
Nine ladies dancing?  These were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit. 
The ten lords a-leaping were the Ten Commandments of almighty God. 
Eleven pipers stood for the eleven faithful disciples. 
Finally, the twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve points of belief in the Apostle’s Creed. 
Once I learned it’s roots, “A Partridge In a Pear Tree” was never the same for me again. 



 Episcopal Church of the Nativity is  
located on Lockwood Ridge Road one block 
south of University Parkway.  Our telephone 
number is (941) 355-3262, and our service 
times are as follows: 

 

Sunday (Dec. 3, 10, and 17): 

  9:00am  Traditional Eucharist 
10:00am  Sunday School 
11:00am  Praise Eucharist 
Wednesdays 10:00 am      
Healing Eucharist 

Sunday, Dec. 24: 
 10:00 am    Blended Eucharist 
   7:00 pm   Christmas Eve Service 
 10:30 pm   Christmas Eve Service 

Monday, Dec. 25: 
 10:00 am  Christmas Service 

Sunday, Dec. 31: 
  10:00 am  Praise Eucharist 
 

 

 

PEACE ON 

EARTH; 

GOODWILL TO 

ALL PEOPLE 

 

Church of the Nativity 
5900 North Lockwood Ridge Rd. 
Sarasota, FL  34243-2523 

Nonprofit 
Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 
Manasota FL 
Permit #45 

Thank You, Lord, for: 

Words to live by… 

 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
  And he will be called  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6 
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December  Birthdays 

  1  Wildey Johnson 
  1  Christopher DeZago 
  1  David DeZago 
  2  Christopher Dowling 
  3  Ralph Mecklenburg 
  3  Diane Roberts 
  3  Betty Irvine 
  3  Shirley Cork 
  5  James Ansboury 
  8  Robert Hudson 
  9  George Bispham 
  9  Chris Stoops 
10  Mary Skweres 
12  Barbara Mathie   
12  Hettie Buck  
14  Jacob Wunderlich   
16  Sheryl Cutrona 
17  Richard Griffith 
18  Norma Youngs 
19  Wendy Littman 
22  Harriett Hanna 
24  Lillian Hattersley 
25  Virginia Olsen 
25  Elsie Bailey 
25  Joseph Wasilnak 
26  Eleanor Dash 
27  Robert Halliday 
29  Irene Wernick 
29  Robert Dubois 
31  Edward Phillips 
 

December Anniversaries 

17  Fr. Chuck and Debbie Mann 
23  Daniel ad Mary Ann Benefiel 

Golf League News 
Weekly golf scores for the preceding month are as 

follows: 

Oct. 17: All teams finished closely bunched as only 1 
stroke separated 1st to last.  Candy Frey, Walt Irving, 
Ed Jandro, Alan Taggart and Joe Wasilnak shot 32 to 

claim top honors in a one hole playoff. 

Oct. 24:  32 (4 under par) captured first place again this 
week.  The team of Nancy Lukac, Jeremy Carter, Karl 

Miller and Bill Hatfield were the winners.  

Oct. 31:  2 teams tied at 32 (4 under par).  In a one hole 
playoff, the quartet of Marguerite Hatfield, Tom 
Badger, Ed Jandro and Mark Peelor were declared 

winners. 

Nov. 7:  In very, very windy conditions, 2 under par 34 
was the winning score recorded by Walt Irving, 

Marshall Naimo and Dick Berg. 

Nov. 14:  Nancy Lukac, Fr. Chuck Mann, Bill Belshaw 
and Dick Berg were the winning group this week with 

32 (4 under par). 

Dick Berg 

ECW CALENDAR REMINDERS 
Dec. 2:  8:00 to 10:00 Breakfast at the Manager 
 
Dec. 5:  7:00 pm  Gift Wrap Party for Adopt-A-Family               
 and Nursing Home gifts.  
 
Dec. 12:  6:00 p.m.  Secret Angel Program.  Dinner   
 will be provided. 
 
Jan. 25:  President’s Council Meeting at Epiphany 
 Church, Cape Coral. 
 
Jan. 28:  Pontifax Ecumenical Service at Church of the 
 Good Shepherd, Venice.  Contact Mary Eliza-
 beth Hamlin. 
 
Feb. 9-11:  Flower Festival 

ALPHA 
Mark your calendars for January 17, 
2007.  The next Alpha course will kick 
off at 6:00 p.m. with 
a BBQ Dinner and 
information about 
this wonderful pro-
gram.  Watch the 
Tidings and Sunday 
bulletins for more 
information. 



Nativity-December 2006 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

 

 

 

 

2 

8:00am  
 Breakfast at the 
Manger 

 

DIOCESAN 
CONVENTION 

3 

9am  Trad. Eucharist 

10am  Sun. School 

11am  Praise Eucharist 

5pm  Youth Group  

4 

1pm  Bridge 

7pm  Praise Team  

           Practice                  

 

5 

1pm  Golf League 

7pm ECW Gift Wrap        

         Party 

6 

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:30 Bandage Brigade 

          Library Crew 

7 

7:00pm Choir 

Practice 

8 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

9 

 

 

DIOCESAN  

ELECTION 

10 

9am  Trad. Eucharist 

10am  Sun. School 

11am  Praise Eucharist 

5pm  Youth Group 

 

11 

1pm  Bridge 

7pm  Praise Team  

           Practice 

 7pm  Vestry                  

12 

1pm  Golf League 

6pm Secret Angel  

         Program 

13 

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:30 Bandage Brigade 

          Library Crew 

7:00PM  NATIVITY 

ADVENT EVENT 

14 

7:00pm Choir 

Practice 

 

Singles Outing 

 

15 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

16 

17 

9am  Trad. Eucharist 

10am  Sun. School 

11am  Praise Eucharist 

5pm  Youth Group  

18 

1pm  Bridge 

7pm  Praise Team  

           Practice                  

19 

1pm  Golf League 

20 

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:30 Bandage Brigade 

          Library Crew 

 

21 

7:00pm Choir 

Practice 

 

 

22 

5:30pm Toastmasters 

23 

24 

10am  Holy Eucharist 

7 & 10:30pm   

Christmas Eve Services              

31  

10am  Eucharist and  

Pot Luck 

25 

10am  Christmas Day 

           Service 

26 

1pm  Golf League 

27 

10am Healing Eucharist 

10:30 Bandage Brigade 

          Library Crew 

28 

7:00pm Choir 

Practice 

29 

5:30pm Toastmasters 
30 


