
Rector’s Reflections: 

Together We Make a 

Difference! 
 

You will be 
hearing this term 
a lot over the next 
several weeks.  It 
is our slogan for 
the coming year.  
But instead of 
looking at this as 
just another 
catchy phrase, I would like for us to search 
and examine what this phrase really means to 
each of us.  It means that our walk with Christ 
is not something we do alone.  Yes, each of 
us come to Christ through an individual 
decision that we make. . .but our walk is 
anything but walking alone. 

 

Jesus saw the wisdom in this when He chose 
twelve unlikely characters from a variety of 
backgrounds to teach, mentor and be seeds 
for a church.  The life giving Spirit that Jesus 
planted in their hearts has literally changed 
the world and allowed a fallen people to come 
back into a relationship with God through His 
sacrifice for us.  Peter could not have done it 
alone.  John could not have done it alone.  
Through their relationship with Christ that they 
and fellow apostles shared, the cold hearts of 
individuals like Paul and others were 
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changed.  But even Paul, as on fire for Christ as he 
was, could not do it alone.  It took dedicated men 
and women through the ages who were willing to 
sacrifice everything for the Gospel to make a 

change.  And change 
happened.  We are 

blessed to live in a country that is a product of that 
conviction.  As a result, we at Church of the Nativity 
are indeed a product of what these and other 
committed Christians through the ages knew. . . that 
together we do indeed make a difference. 

 

I don’t know about you, but I know that my family and 
I have been blessed so much by seeing what God is 
doing in and through this parish.  The love that each 
of you have for one another is nothing short of 
inspirational and encouraging.  I have shared with 
many people who ask about us, that this love is the 
first thing people notice when they come to visit us.  
But I want you to know as your rector, I cannot do 
this alone. . .and neither can you.  We are a body...a 
parish body that is connected to the entire body of 
Christ without any denominational barriers 
(denominations are fine but that is not what we 
worship. . .it is the tradition in which we worship).  As 
a part of that body, Jesus has mandated that we 
continue what He began with those twelve in the 
beginning — go and make disciples.  You will be 
hearing more about how we are doing that.  But I 
want to reiterate that we can’t do this alone. . .it 
takes all of us using our time, our talent, and our 
treasure to make ministry happen.  We can impact 
this community with the Gospel.  We can be a 
blessing and be blessed by the lives of others.  
Please pray how you can be a part of this impact... 
.because, together we make a difference. 

Fr. Chuck 
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Web Pages: 

Our Church: 
ChurchOfTheNativity.com 

Our Diocese: 
DioceseSWfla.org 

Church Secretary 
Elly Freyer 

Treasurer 
Dick Gerhart 

Financial Administrator 
Karla Porter 

Music Director 
Karla Porter 

Youth Minister 
Jamie Mann 

Minister of Buildings and Grounds 
Dick Wernick 

Tidings Editor 
Annette Wilson 
awilson109@tampabay.rr.com 

Webmasters 
Jon Wunderlich 
Jo Davidsmeyer 
  
Vestry: 

Administration 
Rich Cooper, Senior Warden 
Bruce Simington, Junior Warden 

Outreach 
Jon Wunderlich 
Jim Sheffer 

Evangelism 
Raymond Kow 
Nicki Vance 

Pastoral Care 
Helen Collins 
Irene Wernick 

Christian Formation 
Janet DuBois 
James Martin 

Worship 
Nicki Coffaro 
Jo Davidsmeyer 
 

Rector’s Reflection 



page 3 

 
 

 
 
 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
While income fell during the third quarter because of the summer decreased attendance, ex-
penses exceeded the budget resulting in a loss for the period and is reflective of the fact that 
most of the Church’s operating costs are “fixed” in nature and continue on a consistent basis 
throughout the year. 
 
Pledge income was below forecast (again, reflective of the drop in attendance) and the Church 
was able to reduce some operating costs because of the summer schedule.  This resulted in a 
loss which was within 7% of the predicted deficit for the period. 
 
Parishioners are encouraged to bring their pledges current during this last quarter so the Church 
can end the year on a breakeven basis. 
 
In September, we received substantial additional monies from the estate of a deceased parish-
ioner.  These funds have been placed in the “Unrestricted Reserve Account” pending Vestry 
disposition. 
 
Richard Gerhart, 
Treasurer 
 

Editor’s Correction 
The correct address for the Mustard Seed is 1442 Fruit-
ville Road.   

Christmas Greetings to our Nigerian Bishops 
You may send Christmas Greetings to our friends in Nigeria at the following addresses: 
 
The Rt. Rev. Tunde Adeleye    The Rt. Rev. George Lasebikan 
Bishopcourt      Bishop of Ondo 
P.O. Box 74, Calabar     Bishopcourt 
Cross River State     College Road 
NIGERIA      P.O. Box 265 
       Ondo 
       NIGERIA 
 
A regular Christmas card can be mailed for 84 cents.  Remember to print “AIR MAIL” on 
your envelope. 
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SINGLES NIGHT OUT 
 Come join us Sunday, November 12 at 5:00 p.m. at the home of Marilyn Davis:  7722 
Edmonston Circle, University Place.  This will be a MYSTERY NIGHT activity.  Bring 
“munchies” or a dessert.  Beverages will be provided.  RSVP and directions will be given by 
calling 355-2537.  ATTENTION MEN:  This group is not just for women only. 
 
Marilyn Davis 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

A PENNY FOR YOUR THOUGHTS 
I decided to go on line for some help in understanding the phrase “A Penny for your thoughts”.  
Here’s what I discovered. 
 
The phrase “A penny for your thoughts” means “what’s on your mind”.  It’s usually said to 
someone who is looking pensive.  The saying is from a time when the British penny was worth 
a significant sum.  In 1522, Sir Thomas More wrote (in Four Last Things):  “It often happeth, 
that the very face sheweth the mind walking a pilgrimage, in such wise that.  Other folk sodinly 
say to them a peny for your thought.”  No, the spelling is not wrong. . .I copied it accurately.  
To think our prayer book used to sound like that! 
 
The penny might be less significant a sum as in 1522, but we know what great things can be 
done when we gather them all together for the Mile of Pennies Fund!  Liz Stoner 
 

WELCOME BREAD MINISTRY 
 
The Welcome Bread Basket ministry 
continues.  Thanks to Marcia Simington 
who covered during the summer.  We 
are now looking for someone to take 
charge of this for this year.  We have 
folks who bake the bread; all we need is 
someone to make the arrangements for 
delivery.  Check with Marilyn Davis 
concerning the responsibilities. 
 
If you would be willing to bake bread 
from time to time, please contact 
Marilyn.  The more volunteers we have 
the better!!! 
Marilyn Davis 

WHAT IS WINNERS DINNER? 
 
Winners Dinner is an opportunity to get to 
know members of our Church family better in a 
social setting.  Anyone may participate by sign-
ing up at our one stop shop.  After you sign up, 
you will be placed in a group of eight people.  
Each group meets once a month for three or 
four months for dinner.  The host for the eve-
ning provides the main course and the other 
members of the group provide the remaining 
dishes to complete the meal.  Host responsibili-
ties are rotated among the members and can be 
shared by more than one group member.  Sign 
up now for groups starting in January.  Ques-
tions?  Talk with Irene Wernick or Helen 
Collins. 
Tom and Rhoda Bishop 
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A SUPER DAY! 
 The mission of the MCC Chaplaincy Program is to provide counseling, fellowship, hos-
pitality, and a house of prayer for all of Manatee Community College’s diverse population.  The 
Chaplaincy was founded in 1970 with Sarasota Deanery and Episcopal Church Women fund-
ing. 
 On October 17, two carloads of women from Nativity visited the Chaplaincy.  We were 
entertained by the Chaplain, Fr. Don Nicholson.  A gracious host, Fr. Don told us a little about 
himself and the services provided by the Chaplaincy to students.  Students can come there for 
counseling, a quiet place to study, a place to pray (no matter what their religion), snacks 
(including coffee or bottled water), even lunch on Mondays.  It is a friendly place to be. 
 Catherine Walker, a member of Nativity and a sophomore at MCC, took us for a walk 
through the campus and to the library.  There she explained a little to us about student and cam-
pus life.  So much has changed since I was in school.  Afterwards, we were invited to monitor a 
class.  Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz was the guest speaker that day. 
 We celebrated Holy Communion.  This was followed by lunch which was provided to 
us by our hosts.  We were in two small groups.  I had the pleasure of sitting and becoming ac-
quainted with Deacon Phyllis Herlihy.  She is retired now, but assists Fr. Nicholson two days a 
week at MCC.  
 We all enjoyed being together, and it was a very pleasant, informative day.  The Chap-
laincy is doing God’s work at MCC in a personal way.  It is a mission close to home.  Con-
gratulations to ECW for their support. 
 
Love and God’s peace,   Carolyn Johnson 
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   NEWS FLASH . . . .  
The Nativity Talent Night has been rescheduled for Friday, 
January 20, 2007.  This is sure to be a fun family night so 
keep practicing! 
 
The Cathedral Church of St. Peter has just announced an excit-
ing expansion of their music program and if you are interested 
in their current offerings, the Choral Series and Special Events 
are posted on one of the bulletin boards in the Parish Hall hall-
way. 

 
The choir is looking forward to participating with the Northminster choir in an anthem for the 
joint Thanksgiving service on Wednesday evening, November 22 at 7:00 p.m.  Mark you calen-
dars and don’t forget to attend this evening of fellowship and thanksgiving. 
 
Karla Porter 
 

 
 
 
 

THE ORIGIN OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE KING CROSS 
 
 This past summer Linda Van got a call about EBAY having posted a cross for sale listed 
as the “Kenyon College Crucifix”.  Within minutes of the call, six Daughters from around the 
country began bidding on this cross.  When Linda got the first phone call, she checked EBAY 
and saw the picture of what looked to be a very old DOK cross, dated sometime before the turn 
of the last century.  Linda called me and asked if she should purchase the cross for the Ar-
chives, and I said to purchase it immediately and tell the other Daughters to stop bidding against 
each other!  The cross first posted for $19; by the time we had stopped bidding against each 
other, we paid $129. . . . .but it was worth the price.   
 Linda began some research with Kenyon College in Ohio, and spoke to their archivist at 
the college.  She learned that Kenyon College had been named after Lord Kenyon of England 
who gave the funds to found the college and build Bexley Hall, the Episcopal Seminary at-
tached to the college.  In gratitude for his gift, the college adopted the Kenyon Family Crest as 
the shield of the college.  . . .the crest has four Greek fleury crosses upon it, and a ribbon at the 
bottom with the words:  “Magnanimeter Crucem Sustine” written on the ribbon. 
 What you may not know is that our first National Chaplain, named by Margaret Franklin 
in 1889, was the Rev. Ralph Wood Kenyon.  Fr. Kenyon encouraged Margaret and our first sis-
ters to design a “badge” for the Order — a cross to be worn daily as our habit.  Our cross of 
course is a Greek fleury cross, with the words emblazoned on the crossbar:  Magnanimeter 

Crucem Sustine.  These words are loosely translated as with heart, mind and spirit ~ uphold and 

bear the cross. 

 We have some of Rev. Kenyon’s personal papers at the National Office in the Archives 
Room.  One very special artifact is his official seal, which is a stamp with a cross exactly like 
the ones on the Kenyon Family Crest.  In the 1880s it was the custom for gentlemen to imprint 
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THE ORIGIN OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE KING CROSS 

(continued from page 6) 

 

 What can easily be deducted from this research is that Margaret and Fr. Kenyon worked 
together to design our cross.  They looked at the Kenyon family Crest, and decided to put the 
now familiar words — Magnanimeter Crucem Sustine — on the crossbar of our Greek fleury 
cross. 
 How marvelous of the Lord to Use EBAY to show us the way to discover the true origin 
of our DOK cross.  And how simply astounding that the origin of our cross is Anglican! 
 Let us Praise God for this marvelous revelation! 
The original author of this article is Sharon Lundgren; the article was contributed by Nancy 

John Langdon. 
 
 

ONE CHURCH, ONE FAITH, ONE LORD 
 
 To be a member of a church is a special privilege we can enjoy through fellowship with 
other members whether it is through our services, or on social occasions through coffee morn-
ings and fund raising events or even through chance meetings in the street or in a store.  We 
find comfort in our well used form of service, knowing when to kneel, stand, sit, respond and to 
keep together in our Worship time. 
 When you are a member of not just one church but three, you have to be very attentative 
throughout each service to stay in time and in tune.  Late “Amens” are always acceptable. 
 Almost a year ago, Edith and I had the experience of three different services on three 
consecutive Sundays.  The first was in our church on Merseyside where I serve as a Lay Minis-
ter, secondly in St. Ffraids, Trearddur Bay, Anglesey where we live and thirdly in Church of the 
Nativity.  The Church of England, the Church of Wales and the Episcopal Church in Sarasota.  
We have come to learn, not of the differences which confuse and divide, but the sameness 
which gives us strength, comfort and unity.  Edward Plumtre’s hymn, Your Hand O God, Has 

Guided, has given us a special last line to each verse which is so important to Church unity 
throughout the world:  One Church, One Faith, One Lord. 
 When we pray for the World Church, we are praying for each other in union with Christ.  
It is good to visit other churches, to fit in as best we can with the differences and most impor-
tantly, enjoy the sameness of our Christian faith. 

One Church, One Faith, One Lord 
Les Shepherd 
 
(Editor’s Note:  The above article was published in the Shepherd’s Welsh Church and English 

Church newsletters/bulletins this summer.)   
 

 



 Episcopal Church of the Nativity is  
located on Lockwood Ridge Road one block 
south of University Parkway.  Our telephone 
number is (941) 355-3262, and our service 
times are as follows: 
 
Sunday (Nov. 5, 12, 19 and 26): 
  9:00am  Traditional Eucharist 
10:00am  Sunday School 
11:00am  Praise Eucharist 
  5:00pm  Youth Group 
 
Wednesday, Nov. 22: 
  7:00 pm   Joint Thanksgiving Service with    
       Northminster Presbyterian Church 

Wednesday: 
10:00am  Healing Holy Eucharist 

 

 
Happy 

Thanksgiving 

Church of the Nativity 
5900 North Lockwood Ridge Rd. 
Sarasota, FL  34243-2523 

Nonprofit 
Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 
Manasota FL 
Permit #45 

Thank You, Lord, for: 

Words to live by… 

“Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks 

for the fruits of the earth in their season and for the 

labors of those who harvest them.”  

From Collect for Thanksgiving Day 



page 9 

November  Birthdays 

  2  Rosalie Hawkins 
  3  Leslie Stoops 
  6  Carole Harris 
  6  Bill Belshaw 
  6  Christopher Mann 
  6  Annabell Martin 
  7  Arthur Bieser 
  7  Rina Becker 
10  Philip Mann 
11  Al Wildgoose    
14  Anita Williams   
16  Joan Verhaegen 
16  James Martin 
17  Rosalind Hall 
20  Mickey Lindfors 
25  Doris Stinebert 
25  Elizabeth Teahan 
26  Jodi Belmore 
27  Jean White 
29  Chris Williams 
 
November Anniversaries 

  7  Michael and Deborah Searcy 
  9  Terry and Janet Poles 
  9  Bruce and Marcia Simington 
11  Hunter and Vanessa Hagerman 
17  Bob and Louise Halliday 
20  James and Jeannine Martin 
29  Todd and Jane Read 
 

Golf League News 
Weekly golf scores for the preceding month are as 
follows: 

Sept 19: 4 under par 32 was recorded by the team of 
Andrea Honroth, Jeremy Carter, Tom Quinn, Joe 
Waslinak & Mark Peelor to claim the top spot this 
week. 

Sept 26:  The second place team scored 6 birdies in a 
row to score 31, but the champs today shot a record 
tying 30!  This foursome was Tom Badger, Tom 
Quinn, Ed Jondro & Mark Peelor.  Great Work! 

Oct 3:  Another impressive 4 under par 32 was scored 
by the group of June Cooper, Marguerite Hatfield, 
Terry Honroth & Karl Miller to win today. 

Oct 10: For the second time this month, a record tying 
30 was scored by the team of Candy Frey, Andrea 
Honroth, Fr. Chuck Mann & Marshall Naimo. 

Dick Berg 

ECW CALENDAR REMINDERS 
Nov. 11:  9:00 to 3:00 Craft Sale 
 
Nov. 1:  Operation Christmas Child Shoebox    
             Deadline to bring boxes to church.  
 
Nov. 14:  9:00 to 3:00 Annual ECW Meeting at Day  
      Spring with speaker Bishop Michael                 
      Curry.  Cost $20.  See sign up sheet or Irene 
      Wernick for car pool information. 
 
Dec. 2:  8:00 to 10:00  Breakfast at the Manager 
 
Dec. 5:  7:00 p.m.  Gift Wrap Party for Adopt-A-
 Family and Nursing Home gifts. 
 
Dec. 12:  6:00 p.m.  Secret Angel Program 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
 

Church of the Nativity will be hold-
ing a Thanksgiving Day meal in the 
parish hall.  There will be turkey and 
all the fixings prepared by the loving 
hands of our parishoners.  See the 
sign up sheets in the parish hall for 
more details and what you can bring. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
10am Healing Eucharist 
10:30 Bandage Brigade 
          Library Crew 

2 
7:00pm Choir 
Practice 

3 
5:30pm Toastmasters 

4 
From Churchgoer to 
Discipleship 
Evangelism Conference 
Fr. Alan Hansen 

5 
9am  Trad. Eucharist 
10am  Sun. School 
11am  Praise Eucharist 
5pm  Youth Group  

6 
1pm  Bridge 
7pm  Praise Team  
           Practice                  
 

7 
ELECTION DAY 
 
1pm  Golf League 

8 
10am Healing Eucharist 
10:30 Bandage Brigade 
          Library Crew 

9 
7:00pm Choir 
Practice 

10 
5:30pm Toastmasters 

11 
9 to 3  Craft Sale 

12 
9am  Trad. Eucharist 
10am  Sun. School 
11am  Praise Eucharist 
5pm  Youth Group 
5pm  Singles Outing  

13—Shoebox Deadline 
1pm  Bridge 
7pm  Praise Team  
           Practice 
 7pm  Vestry                  

14 
ECW Annual Mtg at 
Dayspring 
1pm  Golf League 

15 
10am Healing Eucharist 
10:30 Bandage Brigade 
          Library Crew 

16 
7:00pm Choir 
Practice 
 

17 
5:30pm Toastmasters 

18 
 
Heinz-Owens Wedding 

19 
9am  Trad. Eucharist 
10am  Sun. School 
11am  Praise Eucharist 
5pm  Youth Group  

20 
1pm  Bridge 
7pm  Praise Team  
           Practice                  

21 
1pm  Golf League 

22 
10am Healing Eucharist 
10:30 Bandage Brigade 
          Library Crew 
7pm Thanksgiving 
Service 

23 
 
Happy 
Thanksgiving 
 
Dinner 3pm 

24 
5:30pm Toastmasters 

25 

26 
9am  Trad. Eucharist 
10am  Sun. School 
11am  Praise Eucharist 
5pm  Youth Group  

27 
1pm  Bridge 
7pm  Praise Team  
           Practice                  

28 
1pm  Golf League 

29 
10am Healing Eucharist 
10:30 Bandage Brigade 
          Library Crew 

30 
7:00pm Choir 
Practice 
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