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Rector’s Blog:
QUIET PLEASE!

P (Psalm 46:10-11)

Watch any major golf tournament or
tennis match on TV and you will either see the
infamous signs stretch up among the gallery
or the two words that are heard most from the
linesman — “Quiet please”. Of course a lot is
riding on the putt or the volley that is about to
be made. The person needs to concentrate
and mentally prepare themselves for the
action they are about to make. Thousands of
dollars could ride on a single putt or a single
volley. What about our spiritual lives?
Doesn’t that warrant some time to just sit and
be quiet and concentrate on God and be still
before Him and allow the Holy Spirit to speak
to our heart? Is not our relationship to God
worth more than all the money we could
dream of owning?

| was reminded recently by Debbie how
much we need to just be still . . .just sit in
God’s presence and allow our hearts to be
open to the Holy Spirit to saturate us with His
presence. Even in ministry it can be easy to
get so wrapped up in the work of the church,
the day to day routines, the crisis calls, etc.,
that we can forget that we need to be still

(Continued on page 2)
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before God. Many times while in the office as things
sometimes pile up, | will just go into the church or out
to the garden and sit and be quiet. But, then again,
sometimes it is easy for me to forget to do that when
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| really need to. Even
though we may think we
can handle something our own way . . . God may
have a better idea. That doesn’t mean we don’t use
our God given intelligence to figure things out. But, it
does mean we allow God into our lives and to
interact in our lives. After all, He did create us . . .
He does desire to be a part of every aspect of our
lives. Therefore, we need to be willing to allow that
to happen.

David was under a lot of pressure in his life
from time to time. He knew that operating under his
own might and his own will would get him into trouble
— he had done that and had been there. He knew
that he needed to be still. He knew that to get closer
to God’s heart he needed to take the time to free
himself of all the carnal issues in his own mind and
be quiet. He had to listen and then act on what God
was telling him.

When we cloud our minds with so many
issues of life like job, family, illness, even the fun
things we do, it is hard to hear what God is saying.
Allow Him the time He needs to speak to us . . .not
through our minds, but through the very core of our
being. Allow the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart.
So, | want to remind all of us . . . Quiet Please! Be
still, and know that He is God and He will speak to
you. Just imagine the opportunities open to us if we
only allow God to actually be a part of all that we do.
So give Him that time. Sit in His presence. Open
yourselves up and allow Him to enter in.

May God bless each and every one of you,

Fr. Chuck
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NATIVITY THANKSGIVING DAY DINNER

Thanksgiving Day is a time for family to gather around the ta-
ble and give thanks for all we have received throughout the
year. It’s much better if we can surround ourselves with many
family members and break bread together. At Nativity, gather- -3
ing around the table in the parish hall for dinner is a special
time for all of us. Your Vestry has suggested that we try to
have a special dinner on Thanksgiving for all who might not
have other family to share the meal. We are the family of Na-
tivity, and it is appropriate to gather as family whenever we can. Thanksgiving Day, 2006,
seems a time to share. We are planning a dinner with all the trimmings: turkey, sweet potatoes,
pumpkin pie, special salads and all that the wonderful cooks at Nativity manage to come up
with. Volunteers are waiting in the wings to cook as many turkeys as will be necessary for that
day. There is a sign-up sheet on the One-Stop-Sign-Up Board for Thanksgiving Dinner. Help
in the planning by signing up as soon as possible.

Fr. Gerry

MUSTARD SEED THRIFT SHOP

At the Mustard Seed Thrift Shop, located at 1440 Fruitville
Road, no two days are the same. The customers are from all walks of
<§/ life, some bargain hunting, others looking for white shirts and black
\_\3/ pants to begin working for area restaurants, still others looking for
suitable clothing to bury a loved one. It is also a place for college stu-

dents to find “funky” décor for their dorm rooms or collectors to find
/("’ a surprise.

This wonderful shop in our community owes its existence to

Betty Daniel and some of her friends. Most of the volunteers have been members of Nativity,
and our parish has been a major sponsor of the Mustard Seed Thrift Shop. In order to keep this
wonderful asset available to the community, volunteers are needed. Volunteers work one 3
hour shift per week. All that is required is the ability to help people, talk with them and collect
the money for the purchase made. All sales are cash or check so there is no complicated book-
keeping. Profits from the shop go to pay for swimming classes for second graders, 20 baby lay-
ettes which go each month to new mothers identified by the Health Department as needing help
~ and other projects which benefit young children.

Recruit a friend to work with you, or bring your spouse — husband and wife teams are
welcome.

For more information, talk to long-term volunteer, Irene Wernick, or call Shirley Lutz,
Manager at 924-3577.

et

t

Q

Jean White
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CALLING ALL COUCH POTATOES

How often do you get the chance to serve your church in your pa-
jamas? If you want to help out the Nativity library without moving from
the comfort of your couch, we have the job for you! We have a large se-
lection of videotapes in our library — but we have no idea how many are
watchable or even worth keeping. Do you have the time to watch a video
or two for us? All ages are welcome to participate.

Just grab a video or three from the rolling rack in the library, along
with a response form. Then watch the whole video (or just fast-forward through it to make sure
it still plays). You then check-off whether it’s still playable and your opinion of its value as
part of our library. Return the video to the library at your leisure.

We have classics such as The Robe and The Ten Commandments, children’s animated
features, Bible studies and instructional videos on Christian living. And while in the library,
check out our selection of DVDs, audiotapes, CDs and books. They’re available for your read-
ing or viewing pleasure just by signing the check-out list.

Jo Davidsmeyer

CT ST ST LTS

FROM THE LIBRARY

There are many single books as well as books in series in our library. Here are some
suggestions:

The Mitford series, written by Jan Karon, tells the heartwarming and amusing escapades
of Father Tim, an Episcopal priest living in a small North Carolina town

Authors Tim LaHaye and Jerry B. Jenkins have taken the prophecies from the book of
Revelation and imagined how these prophecies might play out in today’s world. Frank Peretti
also writes a series of books which focus on spiritual warfare. Because both of these series use
scripture, it is important to remember that these are works of fiction no matter how riveting they
may be.

Historical novels more your cup of tea? Anita Diamant has written The Red Tent which
is based on the story of Rachel and Leah in Genesis.

And for all the C.S. Lewis fans in the parish, we have Till We Have Faces which is a re-
working of the classical myth of Cupid and Psyche.

Helen Collins
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HAVE SHOE BOX WILL TRAVEL

Have you heard about Operation Christmas Child? Here is the
journey of a shoebox gift put together by YOU. Take a shoebox and the
Operation Christmas Child brochure, which you will find in the Fellow-
ship Hall. Then choose an age group for a boy or girl, or do both, and
start getting things that will fit into your shoebox. Be sure to notice the
items that you should NOT include. They are listed in the brochure.
YOUR shoebox gift should be wrapped with the lid and box done separately. If you wish, you
may enclose a note and photo in your gift. Bring them to church by November 15th and they
will be taken to a drop-off location in our area. There are more than 2,000 drop-off locations
nationwide. From there, the boxes are transported by truck to regional processing centers.
There are six warehouses in the United States where MILLIONS of shoebox gifts are inspected
and Christian literature will be added in the language of the country where they will be shipped.
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox gifts are loaded onto ships and planes and delivered to
more than 90 countries. National Leadership Teams hand out the shoebox gifts in places such
as poor neighborhoods, children’s hospitals, orphanages, and refugee camps.
It is time to get started, so pick up your shoebox and brochure with instructions from the
Fellowship Hall. Your gifts open doors to introduce children to God’s greatest gift of all —
Jesus Christ. Thank you for sharing in this project of LOVE.

Irene Wernick

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR SPECIAL PEOPLE

The time is near to begin thinking about Christmas gifts for Adopt-a-Family and nursing
home residents. This year we will again adopt families in Manatee and Sarasota counties. We
will also give presents to half the residents at Life Care Center on Tuttle Avenue. (The staff in
Life Care provides gifts for the other half.)

We will decorate Christmas trees with ornaments that will include the name of the re-
cipient and gift suggestion. The Christmas trees will be on display in the Narthex beginning the
end of October. Choose an ornament from the tree, purchase the item(s) on the ornament and
return your unwrapped gift with the ornament attached to the parish hall. We will celebrate the
Eucharist followed by a gift wrapping party on Tuesday, December 5 at 7 pm.

If you have any additional gifts for families and seniors, please bring these items to the
parish hall also. The Adopt-a-Family and nursing home organizations will be grateful to have
these bonus items.

Each year, the adopted families and nursing home residents greatly appreciate your pre-
sents. Let’s continue our tradition of making Christmas more joyful for them. If you have any
questions, please call Sarah DeZago at 929-9338 or Carolyn Johnson at 360-1577
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CALLING ALL ACTORS, SINGERS,

DANCERS, TALENTED PEOPLE OF NATIVITY
Please mark your calendars for the Nativity Talent Night to be
held on November 10, an event sponsored by ECW, Christian
Formation and the Music Dept. Our talent night is not re-
stricted to musical talent. If you have an unusual hobby or
craft, please sign up. Presentations should not exceed 5 min-
utes because we want everyone who wants to present their tal-
ent to have the opportunity to do so. Please see Karla to sign

up.

HANDCHIMES
The handchimes group will not resume until the end of October. The handchimes are now at
the factory being refurbished.

Karla Porter

DITCHFIELD FAMILY SINGERS CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Every year the Ditchfield Family Singers present a Christmas program at the Opera House.
This year’s production will be on December 9, 2006. Two performances will satisfy everyone’s
taste, I’'m sure: afternoon or evening. The sign-up sheet is in the usual spot in the corridor
leading to the parish hall. If you want to go, sign up, pay your money to one of us, and we will
get tickets. Act soon, it’s sure to be a sell out.

Fr. Gerry and Millie
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DAUGHTERS OF THE KING

Traditionally, the Daughters of the King have held their monthly meetings on the second
Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m. For the time being, in order to add flexibility to the sched-
ule, the meetings will alternate between Saturdays at 10:00 a.m. and Sundays at 12:30 p.m. The
October meeting will be held on Sunday, October 15 at 12:30 p.m. in the church library follow-
ing the praise service. (Daughters may wish to bring along a sandwich and drink for lunch.)
The November meeting is scheduled for Saturday, November 18 at 10:00 a.m.

If you think you might be interested in becoming a Daughter of the King, please speak
to Nancy John Langdon or Nicki Vance for further information and to make arrangements to sit
in on one of the meetings.

A note of interest: Anita Williams, who was Nativity’s DOK president before moving
to North Carolina, is working with her priest and the DOK Province office to start a DOK
Chapter at her church. She writes that several women in the parish have expressed an interest
in becoming a Daughter. Way to go, Anita!

Nicki Vance
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CALLINGALL....
LECTORS FOR SOUP, SALAD &
CELEBRATION....

All ye luminous lectors, who provide voice and life to
the scripture readings, are invited to a Lector Party at
Jo Davidsmeyer’s on Sunday, October 8 at 5:00 p.m.
This is a small thank you for all you do in this special
ministry for Nativity. We’ll have food and fellowship
and the premiere of the “Not-Ready-For-Sundaytime-
Lector Players”. Come to the party and you don’t
have to come to a refresher training session later this
year! Please RSVP to Jo Davidsmeyer at 355-5852 or
strangenewworlds@verizon.net.

&
>

N

Jo Davidsmeyer

....AND USHERS/GREETERS

FOR A PIZZA PARTY
In the parish hall on Wednesday, October 18
at 6:45 p.m. Good food, fellowship and a few
important instructions by Dick Berg will be the agenda for the evening. We sincerely hope you
mark your calendars and attend. Please respond to Nicki Coffaro by Sunday, October 15 by
phone: 355-7165 or e-mail at phil.coffaro@verizon.net.

Nicki Coffaro

CRAFT SALE SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11

Be prepared to be excited over the array of goods being
sold this year—from cute goodies all the way up to truly im-
pressive. As before, we’ll have a special item or two on auc-
tion before the sale date. Many of our women and men have
been hard at work during the year to produce their handiwork
for you and we know you will respond enthusiastically. Re-
member, proceeds benefit the Flower Festival, our youth group
and outreach programs. I am not exaggerating when I say
you’ll be able to do nearly all your Christmas shopping at the
Nativity Craft Sale on Saturday,
November 11 from 9:00 to 3:00.

Crafters are always needed. If you have a hidden talent, please call Sara at 929-9338
and tell her what you would like to contribute to the sale.

Nicki Coffaro

page 7



S# yjuuad
74 ejoseuep
pied abejsod "‘s'n
uoneziuebip
yjoaduopN

110 ‘p107T ‘noA yuey|

€2G2Z-cveye 14 ‘ejoseles
"PY 8bBpry poomyo0T YUON 0065
AnAneN ayi jo yainyp

~

1T-01:9% Wjesd woJlH
iyuea ay} ul payjexa
80 ||Im | ‘suolyeu ay) Buowre palfexs ag |[IM |,

*Aq 91| 07 SpIoM

/

AN “Be still, and

) know that [ a
| God? ke

The Episcopal Church of the Nativity is
located on Lockwood Ridge Road one block
south of University Parkway. Our telephone
number is (941) 355-3262, and our service
times are as follows:

Sunday (Oct. 1, 8, 15 and 22):
9:00am Traditional Eucharist

10:00am Sunday School

11:00am Praise Eucharist
5:00pm Youth Group

Sunday (Oct. 29):
10:00 am Traditional Eucharist
10:00 am Sunday School
11:00 am Pot Luck

5:00 pm Youth Group

Wednesday:
10:00am Healing Holy Eucharist



Nativity-October 2006 @

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9am Trad. Eucharist 1pm Bridge 1pm Golf League 10am Healing Eucharist 7pm Choir Practice 5:30pm Toastmasters

10am Sun. School 7pm Praise Team Practice 10:30am

11am Praise Eucharist Bandage Brigade,

5pm Youth Group Library Crew

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9am Trad. Eucharist 1pm Bridge 8:45am 10am Healing Eucharist 7pm Choir Practice 5:30pm Toastmasters

10am Sun. Sch. 7pm Praise Team Practice Welcome We Care 10:30am

11am Praise Eucharist Tpm Vestry @ DaySpring Bandage Brigade,

S5pm Youth Group 1pm Golf League Library Crew

15 9am Trad. Eucharist | 16 17 18 19 20 21
10am Sun. School 1pm Bridge 10:00am 10am Healing Eucharist 7pm Choir Practice 5:30pm Toastmasters

11am Praise Eucharist 7pm Praise Team Practice Ladies Field Trip 10:30am Library Helpers,

12:30 DOK Mtg to MCC Bandage Brigade

5pm Youth Group 1pm Golf League 6:45 Usher/Greeter Party
22 UTO INGATHERING | 23 24 25 26 27 28
9am Trad. Eucharist 1pm Bridge 1pm Golf League 10am Healing Eucharist 7pm Choir Practice 5:30pm Toastmasters

10am Sun. School 7pm Praise Team Practice 7:00pm Deanery 10:30am

11am Praise Eucharist Convocation Library Helpers,
5pm Youth Group Bandage Brigade
29 30 31

10am Trad. Eucharist 1pm Bridge

10 am Sun. School 1pm Golf League

11am Pot Luck
5pm Youth Group

7pm Praise Team Practice
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11
12
12
13
13
14
16
17
18
18
21
22
24
25
25
26
28
28
30
30
30
31
31
31

12
19
21

October Birthdays

Joan Hatt

Tina Parker

Aaron Keys

Mary Hamlin
Sandrene Bispham
Tom Bishop
Brenda Bunker
Betty Boyd

A. Edward O’Hara
Dorothy Quinn
Henry Paul

Mel Zang

Tony Cutrona
Elizabeth Alee
Rich Frey

Eleanor Calwhite
Bess Hankinson
Dick Gerhart

Joan Combs

Jill Kow

William Van Der Bos
Sarah Paul

Hunter Hagerman
Stephen Gilman
Walter Sonnenberg
Bill Hatfield
Janice Peel
Noellie Walton
Nickie Cutrona
Mary Burke

Jean Cruley
William Hatt

October Anniversaries

Virginia and Gene Olsen
Vincent and Gabrielle Piekunka
Charlie and Mary Burke

Hank and Cille Dantini

Eleanor and Charles Rodda

ECW CALENDAR REMINDERS
Oct. 12: 9:30 to 2:30 Welcome, We Care meeting at
DaySpring. Meet at church at 8:45 to car pool.
Cost: $20; Questions: Call Irene at 351-0827

Oct. 17: 10:00 to 2:00 Ladies Field Trip to MCC to
visit with Fr. Nicholson. See Sign up Sheet.

Nov. 10: 6:00 p.m. Nativity Talent Show
Nov. 11: 9:00 to 3:00 Craft Sale

Nov. 13—16: Operation Christmas Child Shoebox
Deadline to bring boxes to church.

Nov. 14: 9:00—3:00 Annual ECW Meeting at Day
Spring. Cost $20. Watch for more details.

Golf League News

Weekly golf scores for the preceding month are as
follows:

August 15: 33 (3 under par) was the winning score this
week recorded by Marguerite Hatfield, Mark Peelor
and Dick Berg.

August 22: In a closely contested match, only 1 stroke
separated all the teams today. An excellent 33 was
scored by the group of Nicki Coffaro, Andrea Honrath,
Fr. Chuck Mann, Tom Quinn and Mark Peelor.

August 29: A 2 hole playoff resulted in a victory for
the group of Candy Frey, Marguerite Hatfield, Andrea
Honroth, Fr. Chuck Mann and Gerry Morrissey. They
shot 34.

September 5: Fr. Chuck Mann, Marshall Naimo and
Dick Berg fired a 3 under par 33 to claim top honors
this week.

September 12: On a very wet, soggy course the team
of Andrea Honroth, Fr. Chuck Mann (is that the fourth
week in a row?), Jack O’Reilly and Alan Taggart shot a
very impressive 32 (4 under par).

Dick Berg
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