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Gerry’s Geriatric
Glimmerings

I sit here at my computer reminiscing about the
past few weeks and the amazing things that have
happened at Church of the Nativity. However, I'm
not going to deal with the past, but on the future, a
future that began shortly before Easter. I witnessed
a spectacular resurgence of spirit, one that
coincided with the upcoming Easter Season, as it
well should. It was an “UP” time for our parish
family. We had many good things to focus on that
Easter Season. Leaders emerged to carry us
forward and to continue the wonderful work in
Christ as has always been true at Nativity.

The Vestry has undertaken the awesome task of
doing the day-to-day, mundane job of running a
“corporation” with a budget of several hundred
thousand dollars. Each member has elected to
oversee a particular area of responsibility that will
ensure that the business of God continues.
However, since no one person is able to do all that
is necessary, others from the congregation have
volunteered to assist in so many ways. This is the
true Spirit of Christ working for the spread of the
Kingdom.

Education is an aspect of Christianity that is so
important, and the youth and the entire church
family are being taught on Sundays and at Bible
study on Wednesdays. Vacation Bible School, held
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at Northminster Presbyterian Church, has just ended with
participation of several kids and “older kids” from
Nativity. Those of you who were able to be at the worship
service on June 27th saw the musical results of the VBS
program.
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Our worship is enhanced by the team of dedicated readers,
acolytes, chalice bearers, and musicians. Behind the
scenes, the Altar Guild makes certain that our worship
space is lovingly ready for us at all services. Ushers and
greeters welcome family members to Nativity, as well as
assisting our many visitors as they share God's time with
us. The Sexton makes certain our entire plant is kept clean
and neat. The office staff has everything in readiness for
worship through skills in typing, organizing, and their
own forms of neatness. No church can run without
Servants-in-Christ using the talents God gives us.

Finances are necessary to operate a facility such as ours,
and the financial team, led by the Treasurer, keeps us
solvent and in order. All financial books are open to all,
and someone is always available to explain and show
where your offerings to the Lord are being used.

I am trying not to mention names (because I might forget
someone), but no article about our church can be complete
without recognizing the work done by the Search
Committee, so well-coordinated by the Senior Warden.
They have been chosen to

be the committee charged “Be patient; be
with the responsibility of Strong and of

recommending the name of

one who will be selected to gOOd cou rage.”
be the Spiritual Director of

this beautiful congregation. The work they do will be vital
to our ministry in years to come. The Senior Warden
oversees this committee and the whole of the running of
the church in the absence of a Rector. That is his function,
and he does it more than well!

(Continued on page 3)
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We have social events at Nativity because our
leisure time is important in the life of any
family. Those who organize the many social
things we do, from golf to food, are invaluable
to us in the family. We have outreach into the
community. Some organizations use our
facility, usually without cost, because we have
a charge from our Lord to carry the Word into
the world. Through our presence in the
community, we spread the Good News of God.

In God's own time, we will be blessed with a
new Rector to lead us into the future. He will
become a part of our family and will continue
Christ's work in the Sarasota-Manatee part of
the world. We will welcome him (or her, as the
case may be) into the loving arms of Nativity.

When the new “ . .
Rector arrives, Be WOfShlprI,
Nativity willbe e reverent.”

a strong vibrant

community of Christ in the world, through the
strong leadership we enjoy. But since any
congregation consists of leaders and followers,
too, the followers of Christ will be the
backbone of the Church, following the Cross
of Christ wherever it may lead.

Be patient; be strong and of good courage; be
worshipful; be reverent. Good times are in our
past, good times are with us now, and good
times will be in our future, a future filled with
the knowledge and worship of Jesus Christ.
This is definitely not my swan song, but I too
will continue to serve at Nativity and will
welcome a new Rector when God sends that
person He has chosen for us. I will serve the
Rector as I have in the past, as I have
endeavored to serve you and our Lord Jesus
Christ. God will surely bless us as we praise
and worship Him.

In Christ's Love, 7z. Gerry+

Nativity: the Process

Our Search Committee reports very good
progress with the interview process of our
search. This Friday, June 25th, one candidate
will visit Nativity as a follow-up to our
committee’s visit to his parish earlier this
month. He will visit with his
wife and two of his children to
look at Nativity and Sarasota
and will meet with the Search
Committee and with Nativity
staff members. We will keep
you informed, as prayerfully
all this hard work will, through
God's calling, bring a new
priest to Nativity.

Rich Cooper, Senior Warden and
Communications Coordinator for the
Team

Required Training

On Thursday evening, June 24th, Rev. Deb
Blackwood and Rev. Allan Rogers provided
misconduct prevention training for the vestry
and other members of Church of the
Nativity. The program, entitled Safeguarding
God's Children, replaces the following two
former programs: Sexual Abuse and Child
Sexual Abuse Recognition.

The program provides participants with the
information they need to protect the children
they know and care for in their personal lives
and in the ministries in which they serve. It is
based on the philosophy that if every adult
can protect just one child, they will forever
change one life.
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I heard from Judi McCullough again. She has been very busy learning the Spanish language and
earning 91% to 95% on her written tests. She only wishes she could speak the language as well.
With practice, I’m sure she will.

Judi said she is fed quite well and is eating too much. She sent the following message: “ Todo lo
puedo en Cristo que me fortalece.” Filipenes cuatro: trece. The first person to correctly
translate this message to me wins a prize. I expect to hear from someone soon. See you at
church.

Sue Kow, Outreach

Worship Training Prayer with a
Winter Connection

Nativity's Worship Team recently
completed their annual training sessions.
Special thanks to our team of worship
trainers: Deacon Deb Blackwood with We are compiling the names of our winter
Eucharistic Visitors; Nancy John Langdon members’ “home” churches to add to our
with Lectors, Crucifers, and Eucharistic Nativity weekly prayer cycle. If you would
Ministers; and Dick Berg with Ushers. If be interested in adopting a winter member’s
anyone is interested in being a part of the church by adding it to your prayer list, please
Worship Team, please contact me. We contact Ros. Hall. To our winter members,
need at least four more Eucharistic Visitors please provide Elly with the name of your
and five more Eucharistic Ministers. There “home” church. Send 4

is also a need for more Lectors, Crucifers, her email or contact her
Ushers, and Greeters. If you currently at the church office at
serve at your “home” church during the 35. 5-3262. Several of our
summer months, please consider serving at winter members’
Nativity as well. Your experience and “home” churches have
service will be appreciated. Children ages Nativity on their weekly

ten and up are also encouraged to join the prayer CyC.IC- Let's
Worship Team. Please pray and see if God respond with our prayer .
is calling you to a ministry of service. Our support for them.
next training session will be held in el b
January, 2005. In His Service, I

Ros Hall

In His Service,
Ros Hall, Worship
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They Also Serve...

(Jo Davidsmeyer, reporting)

In the last issue of Tidings, we began
describing the various lay worship
opportunities at Nativity. We continue the
series this month with a description of the
role of Lector.

Lectors

God's Word is spoken directly to us at every
service. The lessons each week are read by
our fellow worshippers, known as “lectors.”
Lector is derived from the Latin word for
reader. Lectors are non-ordained volunteers
who participate in a ministry of service to the
congregation. Lectors enter into a warm and
loving relationship with the Word of God..

We need several more lectors on our
schedule. Any member of the congregation
can serve in this special capacity. After
participating in a short training session, new
lectors are added to the
worship schedule. You will
find that being a lector
blesses you as much as it
blesses others. We rotate
readers. This allows you as a
reader to study and rehearse
and take time to let the Lord touch you and
fill you with His words, so that you can in
turn let His words be a light for His people.

Historically, licensed lay readers of the
Episcopal Church have often officiated at the
daily offices (morning prayer, evening
prayer, compline). As our church grows, we
hope to expand to include a special reading
ministry of lectors to officiate at daily
prayers. If you are interested in this, please
contact Ros Hall, the Worship chair.
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GEBBY
GEBHARD
“We Miss You”

[ The followi ng eulogy, given by Father
San Carter, remembers and honors
Nativity'sfirst member.]

As you know, Gebby died on March 8th,
1993. Yesterday we had a service for
him that was a glorious celebration of his
life and reflected his great love of God,
the Episcopal Church, and Nativity.
Gebby, in a good and wonderful way,
was our Patriarch.

In 1984 Gebby and his wife Pat were the
first two people to sign up as future
members of what would become
Nativity. They were partly responsible
for the naming of this church, having
moved here from Bethlehem, PA. During
the first six months it was Gebby who
served the Archdeacon on Sundays as
Acolyte and Chalice Bearer. When |
arrived in 1985 as the first Vicar, Gebby
was there at the Altar and continued to
serve faithfully almost every Service
until his illness kept him at home. There
was nothing, he once told me, that he
loved more than serving God at His
Altar.

Gebby, like so many others, gave so
much to help build this Church, to help
give it a strong foundation. But most
importantly, by his actions, he set an
example of faithfulness, service,
dedication, caring, and love — five solid
stones which we can continue to build
upon — five characteristics that can serve
all of us well.






From the Church Office

“Who areyou?” “| can't remember
ther names, can you?”

How often we hear comments like
the above in the narthex and parish
hall, and how easy it can be to solve
the problem! WEAR YOUR
NAME TAG!

This is going to be especially
important when our new priest and
family arrive at Nativity. Imagine
how hard it will be for them to
remember all of our names.

S0-0-0-0....

If you don't have a name tag or badge
you have two options. The current
favorite is the magnetic badge (cost
$6.75). However, you can also order
(no cost) plastic name tags. These tags
can be pins or necklace-type. There
will be two separate sign up sheets on
the bulletin board.

Elly

Food for the Homeless

Throne of Grace Church has coordinated
provision of bag lunches for the homeless for
several years. Once a month, Nativity has
participated and supplied brown bag lunches
to 30-40 people of this community. The
Women's JIF group bagged the lunches, and
Susan Bradshaw delivered them to Throne of
Grace. With Susan gone, this ministry has
been on hold for awhile, but Mickey Lindfors
has agreed to lead this activity and include
our children in serving the less fortunate in
Sarasota. The children will now bag lunches
one evening, once a month. Then one family
will deliver the food to Throne of Grace on a
Sunday morning. If you are interested in
having your children be a part of this
outreach, contact Mickey for times and
details.

For those who would like to contribute food,
drop off nonperishable items into our food
barrel. Crackers with cheese or peanut butter
are good. Small,

single-serving

size fruit

containers or J J J

small boxes

of raisins are also favorites. Thank you for
feeding our homeless and a special thanks to
Mickey for taking on this leadership role and
teaching our children about serving others!

Sue Kow, Outreach
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Welcome Bread
Ministry

The Welcome Bread Basket Ministry is
starting again. Anita Williams is organizing
this activity, and she needs your help. She
will be preparing the baskets but needs
volunteers who are willing to deliver them in
their own zip code areas.

To be a bread angel, you make arrangements
for delivery and then deliver the basket. You
do not have to make this a formal call. In fact
it is best to say a few kind
words and take leave.
There may be times,
however, when
newcomers will want to

visit, have some questions
answered, and invite you in. Whether to stay
and visit is up to you.

Please let Anita know if you would like to
participate or call the church office.

Reminders

The All Faiths Food Bank bin in the hallway
is mighty low and so are supplies at the Food
Bank. The homeless do not go on vacation.
Please be generous and fill it up!

Episcopal shields are available for your car
on the easel in the fellowship hall for $3.
There are decals and cling types. Be proud;

display one.
\
A
§j{§ S
Q -
\ cQ
&U *

Another part of the Fellowship and
Hospitality commission is to Keep the
Kitchen Clean. Please call Irene Wernick if
you can help on Tuesday, July 13™ anytime
from 9:00 AM to noon. Of course, we can
also go to lunch afterwards for more
fellowship.

Be sure to pick up your
serving dishes from the
kitchen. We have a
small collection of
miscellaneous items at
the end of the counter
which have been left
behind.

Health and Wellness

Have you had your blood pressure checked lately? Members of the Healing Ministry will be in
the fellowship hall on the 1st and 3rd Sundays after church to check your blood pressure.

Right now we have six members of our parish helping with this
ministry, but when we go back to two services in the Fall, we

could use a few more willing hands. If you have been trained in \
taking blood pressures and would like to be a part of this

important ministry, please notify the church office or call me.

Nicki Vance, Evangelism and Integrative Ministries

e

\
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Onward with Ultreya!

Jo Davidsmeyer, reporting

Father Gerry and Millie Bennett are hosting a Parish
Ultreya for our Nativity Cursillistas on Sunday, July
25th. There will be lots of music, food, and
fellowship; plus bring your swimsuit for a
swimmingly good time.

For those who have never been to a Parish Ultreya,
here's a quick description. A Parish Ultreya is a
meeting of all Cursillistas (those who have attended a
three-day Cursillo weekend) in the parish for mutual
encouragement in the life of Christ. Ultreya means
Onward! There are both Ultreyas for each church and
also larger Diocesan Ultreyas.

At an Ultreya, we come together for the purpose of
engaging in fellowship and providing support and
encouragement for one another. In some ways, an
Ultreya may be thought of as a mini-replica of the
three-day weekend. Members of the Cursillo
community bring food and share a meal together.
There is a lot of conversation and laughter and, of

course, the singing of the wonderful music of Cursillo.

After the meal, a Cursillista gives a brief talk on his or
her efforts to live for Christ in an everyday
environment. After the talk, there will be some brief
comments. We close our

time together by joining gb

in prayer. Every Ultreya

is a wonderful

N\
opportunity to get " \ iy
recharged with the Spirit. “W\

Our special invited

speaker at this parish

Ultreya will be Anna

Haeffner. Please R.S.V.P. to the Bennetts. All
Cursillistas and their guests are welcome, as well as
anyone who has attended an Emmaus, Chrysalis, Tres
Dias, Kairos, or any other similar three-day weekend
based on the Cursillo method. If you're interested in
Cursillo, please talk to Father Gerry or our Cursillo
parish rep Jo Davidsmeyer.
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Church
Feriodical Club

Liz Stoner (better known to
me as Mom) left me her job
of collecting the pennies.
She said to just check each
Sunday and
collect them
if there was
more than
$15. She
thought
there proba-
bly wouldn't
be that much. Well! The
first Sunday I looked there
were two baggies swelling
with pennies. Karla didn't
have enough wrappers to
hold them. I haven't finished
counting, and I'm well over
$15 already. Mom won't be
back for a couple more
weeks. She'll be excited.
Thanks! Keep those pennies
coming.

Sue Kow

Addendum: The above story
was written over a month
ago. The excellent news to
report today is that Karla
has deposited $50.95.




Caribbean Cruise

Yes, we are still taking reservations for our
December 4th-llth Western Caribbean Cruise
on the Holland American Lines Veendam
leaving out of Tampa. We have 24 cabins
blocked. If we fill all of them, we will
receive $1,623.60 for the building/furniture
fund. At the moment we have 10 cabins
booked. We will have to release some of the
cabins shortly, so please consider signing up
to geta good cabin. We have flyers
with detailed information in
pmmmm  the fellowship hall.
cm=ma 'II-‘-“.'..':-_ .. Come by and pick
i¥mnwssis one up. Please call
Charlie or Mary
Burke anytime. You may also call Susan
Clemente (travel agent) at 1-800-967-5365
Monday-Friday, noon-7:00 PM and
Saturday, noon-3:00 PM. I know we have
several new members who may not know
about this fund raiser. We invite everyone to
join us and have a fun time. We will include
everyone’s names in our next Tidings.
Perhaps that might help you decide to sign
up. Don't be bashful to approach us. We are
usually at coffee hour. Thanks for your
consideration.

Charlie and Mary

Golf League

Nativity's golf league continues throughout
the entire year. Participation continues to be
excellent. We normally have 18-20 players
joining in the fun. Please join us at Rolling
Green Golf Club at 2:00 PM each Tuesday.
A scramble format is the standard, and the
cost is only $11.00 which includes a golf
cart. Our recent results are as follows:

May 11: Barbara Jandro, Roger Cowles, Joe
Jankowski, and Bill Hatfield won with a 33
in a playoff.

May 18: Tom Quinn, Dan LaHurd,
Roger Cowles, and Ina O’Reilly shot a
34 and won in a playoff, as Ina made an
Eagle 2 on the sixth hole.

May 25: The team of Ray Peel,
Carolyn Cowles, Terry Honroth, and
Bill Hatfield were in the winning
circle with a 33.

June 1: Marguerite

Hatfield, Jack O’Reilly, &=
Ray Peel, and Carolyn

Cowles won with a 34.

Dick Berg

Register and Vote
(It's Your Right and Your Responsibility)

I

,/ V As part of a statewide 2004 Get Out the Vote Canpaign, July 9th-11th has been
designated Register at Your House of Worship Weekend. Voter registration applications
and informational brochures will be available at Nativity this weekend for Florida

residents who need to register or update their voter registration records. If you've moved since
the last election, changed your name, would like to change party affiliation, or just want to
register for the first time, please pick up a Voter Registration Application in the fellowship hall.
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Saturday Night Fun

Join us for an Ice Cream Social and Game Night on

game or two, and let’s enjoy a good time together.

&
Saturday, July 24™ from 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM. All are {/’&?j
= D . : . S 7
y invited. We will provide the ice cream, and we request —
AR that families bring the toppings. Plus bring a favorite W
<

Jeannine Martin

Sunday Brunch

Fellowship is still going strong at Nativity, especially
as we look back on the brunch served after the Chorus
of the Keys visit on June 13th. Another brunch is
being planned for July 11th after the 9:00 AM
service. It is a good time to invite your friends and
family to our church service with a wonderful brunch

to follow. You know
that many hands make
light work, so look for

. . —
a sign up sheet in the : /
narthex or fellowship
hall, or just bring your - //
favorite dish, and we will

always have enough

food. God will never let

us go hungry if we just put it all in His hands. Isn’t it
great that having just one Sunday service during the
summer enables us to get to know more of our
Nativity family? Be sure to join in the coffee and
fellowship afterwards, and if you can, sign up to help.
Extra hands are always a blessing.

In His Love,
Irene Wernick
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Recurring Events: Wednesdays 2" Saturday of each
Sundays 10:00 AM month
9:00 AM Healing Holy Eucharist ~ 10:00 AM
Holy Eucharist Rite I 7:00 PM Daughters of the King
10:15 AM JIF bible study
Sunday School .
Fridays
5:45 PM

2"Y Monday of each
month
7:00 PM Vestry meeting

Tuesdays
2:00 PM
Golf League

Toastmasters meeting Summer Schedule

During the summer there is
Saturdays just one celebration of the
5:00 PM Holy Communion |Holy Eucharist on Sunday
mornings, and it begins at
9:00 AM.




